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Director
Ian Meredith

Here at CIM Associates UK Ltd, we provide a wide range of fully
accredited CIM Cleaning Technology Training courses.

BIO HAZARD

CROSS CONTAMINATION

AND SANITISATION

CLEANING TRAINING COURSES
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WASHROOM FACILITIES

CLEANING

GRAFFITI REMOVAL

CALL US

01509 214357

email-Info@cim-associates.com

web-cim-associates.com

Regular courses are held at our Loughborough HQ, we can also offer
training on site. For the full range of course see our website or call Ian for
details
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THE PLOUGH INN

for good food and beer
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TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB

 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY

12 noon - 3pm

5pm - 9pm

Menus available online 
www.theploughdiseworth.com

33 Hall Gate, Diseworth,
Derbyshire,DE74 2QJ

01332 810333

TAKE AWAY

& DELIVERY

NOW AVAILABLE

30% OFF HOME 
INSURANCE IF YOU 
HAVEN’T CLAIMED 
IN 4 YEARS
And if you come to claim, there are no forms 
and no quibbles.
You won’t find us on comparison sites.
For a home insurance quote call us on 01530 412272 
or pop in and speak to us.

No Claims Discount applies to NFU Mutual Standard Home Insurance.
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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Access Gained

Lock Fitting/Replacements
Lock Repairs

Master Suites

Mobile Key Cutting

24 Hour Call Out

Contact us today for your free quotation!

077792 87375 0r
01332 410060

Ashley@aalocksmiths-em.co.uk
www.aalocksmiths-em.co.uk

We supply and install:
CCTV Systems

Grade 2 Insurance Approved 
Property Alarms

Emergency Boarding

Double Glazed Glass Units 
Replaced

Contact us today for your free 
quotation!

077792 87375 or
01332 410060
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CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES

0115 878 0637 - 07411 082 636
www.happyhearth.co.uk

MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS

James Hallam
plumbing and heating

07759 289305

All Plumbing Repairs
Bathroom Installations
Boiler Installation & Repairs
Boiler Services
Burst Pipes, Leaks and Taps

Central Heating Systems
Installation & Repairs

For Free quotation
and advice call:

KEGWORTH BASED

M & M Properties
For all your Building,
Plumbing & Heating 

requirements
Log Burner installation

 
Qualified plumbers Gas safe and Hetas 

registered, builders, electricians for any jobs

We are now in a position to offer qualified plumber &   
 heating engineers who are gas safe and Hetas registered, 
builders, electricians and joiners no job to small.

We offer the full service under one roof from the 
architect’s drawings to the finished article, No need to 
worry about tradesman we can make sure they are there 
on time and do the job required.

We offer a full project management service to take the 
stress and worry out of the job in hand.

If it’s a new build or a bathroom/kitchen installation give 
us a call for a free no obligation quote.

Don’t forget our gas engineer is at the ready to service 
those boilers, gas fires and cookers.

• All building works (no matter how small) –   
 Fully managed
• Bathroom/Kitchen installations
• Central heating systems
• Boiler repairs/replacements
• Tiling & Joinery
• All electrical works: re-wires to plug swaps
• Fully insured

A COMPLETE SERVICE UNDER ONE ROOF 
BY FULLY QUALIFIED WORKMEN

For any further information or advice 
please contact

Mike or Mitzi on 01332 818784/ 07703 464564
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DON’T LET YOUR HOLIDAY 
DREAMS BE SHATTERED

You may be planning the holiday of a lifetime or 
a well-earned luxury break; perhaps a significant 
birthday or anniversary, a wedding or renewal of 
vows. Whatever the occasion, a substantial sum of 
money may be involved.

Are you going to trust a faceless internet business 
whose offices may not even be in the UK or an 
Agency who is likely to switch you to their own 
brand? With them you could just be a number 
served by an inexperienced person who may only 
care about making a sale?

Tales of gross negligence, bad advice, incorrect 
matching of client needs are commonplace in our 
industry.

A far better alternative and one that will 
safeguard your monetary value and give you 
complete piece of mind, would be to come and 
have a completely free and detailed consultation 
with one of our many experienced staff here at 
Villair Travel. From the moment we first meet 
you to the time you return from your 
unforgettable bespoke holiday, our guidance and 
knowledge will maximise your experiences and 
enjoyment.  
 
We leave nothing to chance; please read the 
testimonials on our website.

Let us inspire you and create memories to last a 
lifetime.

VILLAIR TRAVEL

Villair Travel
1 Bath Street Corner

Ashby de la Zouch
Leicestershire LE65 2FH  

Tel: 01530 413055      ABTA 28805www.villair.com

Parish Council
The role of your Parish Council includes safeguarding the amenities of the village, including 
highways, lighting, drainage, road signs and planning matters. Current planning matters are 
available for inspection by arrangement with the Parish Clerk:  
Samantha Lockwood,  38 Barroon, Castle Donington, DE74 2PE.   Telephone:  07934 874739  
parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk          longwhattonanddiseworth.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/

If you wish to discuss any matters of concern, please contact your Parish Councillors:
Chair: 
Sue Roberts,  Chapel Farm, Hall Gate, Diseworth DE74 2QJ  01332 810813 
Vice Chair: 
Mary Hobbs 24 Main Street, Long Whatton LE12 5DG   01509 842486
Councillors:
David Bamford,  43 The Woodcroft, Diseworth DE74 2QT   07802 817691
Peter Gillatt Gables Farm, Main Street, Long Whatton, LE12 5DF 07934 392929
Mitzi Steven 49 The Woodcroft, Diseworth, DE74 2QT  07703 464564
Penny de Kock 

Parish Council meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month, alternately 
at Diseworth and Long Whatton.  Please see the Notice Boards or ask the Parish Clerk for 
current information or to make general enquiries about the Parish Council.

Neighbourhood Watch Contacts
Co-ordinators:

Sandie Moores, contact for Lady Gate 01332 812629     moores.yesteryear@gmail.com

Diseworth Village Community Facebook Group
     facebook.com/groups/diseworth

Diseworth Heritage Centre   diseworthcentre.org
Centre Bookings and Enquiries       01332 850631  info@diseworthcentre.org

Diseworth Village Hall  facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall 
diseworthvillagehall@outlook.com Hall Bookings 0300 800 5000  
  Event Bookings   0300 800 6000   
  General Issues    0300 800 7000   

Village Directory
Organisation        Contact   Telephone   Email
Art and Craft Club                           Shirley Briggs 07796 868494 shirley.ivybrook@talktalk.net
Brownies                        Zen         ladymuschialli@hotmail.com
Crawshaw Guides  Adele Jarrom 01509 842556  adele.jarrom@gmail.com
Friends of Diseworth School Sandie Clark 07771 611403  
History Society  Pat Guy  01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Long Whatton Rainbows   Susie Ashcroft                   longwhattonrainbows@outlook.com
Millennium Meadow Pat Guy                       01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Soar ValleyTwinning 
Association                       Sheila Hawksworth    01509 568793   mands.hawksworth@virginmedia.com 
W.I.N.G.S.                        Jim Snee  01332  812345 sneejim@live.co.uk
Women’s Discussion Group Liz Jarrom                      01332  810358               ejarrom@sky.com
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Health
NHS Non-Emergency & Advice
p: 111

Chemist - Evans Pharmacy
Castle Donington
p: 01332 810213

Castle Donington Surgery
p: 01332 856050
w: castledoningtonsurgery.co.uk

Kegworth Surgery
p: 01509 672419
w: www.kegworth.net

Manor House Surgery, Belton
P: 01530 222368
w: beltonsurgery.nhs.uk

London Road Community 
Hospital
p: 01332 265500
w: www.derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Loughborough Urgent Care 
Centre (A&E)
p: 01509 568800
a: Hospital Way, Loughborough, 
LE11 5JY (Off Epinal Way)
w: westleicestershireccg.nhs.uk/

Queens Medical Centre
p: 0115 924 9924
w: nuh.nhs.uk

Royal Derby Hospital
p: 01332 340131
w: derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Environment
Environment Incident Hotline
p: 0800 807060

Leicestershire Councillor
Nicholas Rushton
p: 0116 305 6111
m: 07943 585 859
e: nicholas.rushton@leics.gov.uk

Leicestershire County Council
p: 0116 232 3232
w: leicestershire.gov.uk

North West Leicestershire 
District Council
p: 01530 454545
w: nwleics.gov.uk

National Gas Helpline 
(Gas Emergency)
p: 0800 111999

Severn Trent Water 
(Water Emergency)
w: stwater.co.uk
p: 0800 7834444

Western Power Distribution 
(Electricity Emergency)
p: 0800 0568090

Floodline
p: 0345 9881188
w: environment-agency.gov.uk

Travel
East Midlands Airport
p: 0800 0838759
w: eastmidlandsairport.com

Kinchbus
p: 01509 815637
w: kinchbus.co.uk

SkyLink
p: 01773 712265
w: trentbarton.co.uk

Entertainment
Nottingham Playhouse
p: 0115 941 9419
w: nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall Nottingham
p: 0115 989 5555
w: trch.co.uk

Derby Theatre
p: 01332 593939
w: www.derbytheatre.co.uk

Cineworld Loughborough
w: cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/
loughborough
p: 0871 2002000

Directory of Useful Numbers
e = Email | p = Phone | w = Website | o = Opening Times | a = Address

ODEON Loughborough
p: 0333 0144501
w: odeon.co.uk/cinemas/lough-
borough/183/

BBC East Midlands Today
p. 0115 902 1930/1
e: emt@bbc.co.uk
w: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b007tj48

BBC Radio Derby
p: 08001456161
w: bbc.co.uk/radioderby

Other Useful 
Numbers

Long Whatton Village Shop
p: 01509 646592

Castle Donington Post Office
p: 01332 810515
w: www.postoffice.co.uk

Castle Donington College
p: 01332 810528
e: postroom@castledonington.
leics.sch.uk
w: castledonington.leics.sch.uk

Diseworth C of E Primary 
School
p: 01332 810208
e: admin@diseworth.leics.sch.uk 

Mobile Library 
(Mobile C - Route 12)
P: 0116 305 3565
w: leicestershire.gov.uk/
mobile-library-routes

Police
Police Non-Emergency
p: 101
PC Jason Underwood (ID 1760)
PC Louise Gravenall (ID 4118)
w: leics.police.uk/
    local-policing/valley

The Dialogue
Diseworth’s village magazine delivered free to every household, subsidised by 
advertising, fundraising and voluntary contributions.  £1.50 where sold.

Contributions
The deadline is the 7th of the month for the following issue.  All contributions will be 
considered for publication, however any views expressed within the pages of The 
Dialogue are not necessarily those of the Committee. They should be emailed to 
DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com  Please include your name although your article 
can be published  anonymously.

Advertising
To advertise in The Dialogue please contact Sharon on 0300 800 2000 
(normal call rates apply) or by email  Dialogue.advertising243@gmail.com

 Prices for a year’s advertising:
   Page   Colour   Mono
   Full  £195   £120
   ½  £110   £70
   ¼  £60   £40

Committee Members                                                         
Chairperson                 Liz Jarrom                     
Vice chair                   Nicky Miller
Editorial team  Janet Fletcher, Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait, Ruth Smith
Treasurer                      Christine Agar      
Advertising                 Sharon Crosby-Browne & Kate Henry - 0300 800 2000
Page Design                   M3 Create Ltd - www.m3create.com       
Minutes secretary           Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait
Delivery team leader Linda Gaymer 
Founding editor           Carly Snee
Committee members  Sue Bird, Sue Brompton, Norma Chapman, 
   Nikki Hening, Kath Taylor  
Delivery team  Sue Bird, Gill and Tim Burrage, Norma Chapman, 
   Julie Doyle, Jan Firth, John and Sue Hurley, 
   Pete Miller, Sandie Moores, Pauline Needham, 
   Julie Werb,
    
Artwork               Jackie Q, Steven Allison, Aimee Ridler
Photography  David Fenny

Printed by The Blackfish Group Ltd - www.blackfishgroup.co.uk

The Dialogue's Privacy Policy, including our compliance with GDPR, is 
available to anyone who wishes to read it.
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We’ve always known Diseworth was a special place to live, I’m just not sure we’ve always 
appreciated it. I love quotes and this one couldn’t be more accurate for the times in which we find 
ourselves: “In the middle of difficulty, lies opportunity”.  As with all our lives, mine changed 
dramatically within those first few days of lockdown.  As a full-time canoeing athlete, I’m lucky 
enough to train at a High Performance Centre with the best kit you can get and with the very best 
athletes and coaches in the world.  We were 162 days away from the Tokyo Paralympic Games, 
which had been our goal for the last 3.5 years; it was our chance to show the world that all our 
hard work and dedication had made the boats go faster.  Then, the goal posts moved, quite rightly 
in my opinion.  Sport is very important to me and others but the battle with COVID-19 is bigger 
than all of us and bigger than sport.  The Tokyo Olympic & Paralympic Games were moved to 
2021 so I suddenly found myself 528 days away from the competition that had dominated my life 
for all those years.

Canoeing is the reason I don’t feel I’ve ever truly appreciated our wonderful village.  We train six 
days a week, 49 weeks of the year.  During the winter months, I leave in the dark and return in 
the dark and on a Sunday, our rest day, it’s unlikely that I will get out of pyjamas let alone leave 
the house.  It’s what I have to do if I want to be the best in the world, and at my age it’s getting 
harder and harder.  When spring arrives and summer is on the horizon the pressure changes to 
racing and the mindset is still the same: don’t do anything that might risk the progress we’ve made 
and be rested and ready for the start line. This leaves little time to mix with lovely neighbours, 
explore the surroundings, support the local pubs or have time to appreciate the beauty that 
encompasses our little piece of heaven.  So, lockdown presented some instant challenges. As you 
can imagine, being a canoeist requires water and although the brook can at times flood, it isn’t 
quite big enough, not to mention that our little bungalow isn’t the world class gymnasium I’m used 
to.  We tidied and turned the garage into a gym, we set up a gazebo (probably from 1985, found in 
the big tidy up of the garage) for the paddle machine and I’ve learned to find the motivation to 
train hard alone.  

Despite life seeming challenging and different, particularly knowing we’ve got another winter to 
get mind and body through, we’re finding the positives and seeing the extra time to find some 
extra gains.  Along with all of you, we’ve adapted and adjusted our lives to the ‘new normal’ but 
most of all I’ve realised that lockdown has presented some incredible opportunities, to explore the 
village on our daily walks, to spend time actually seeing some of the lovely things around us rather 
than whiz past them in a tired haze, to clap and wave at neighbours every Thursday, and to check 
in and offer support for a change, rather than being ‘too busy’.  It’s been a great lesson and I’m 
hugely grateful to live where we do, to be amongst kind-hearted people in beautiful surroundings 
and I have a slightly different, albeit still determined 
attitude….. to enjoy this extra year as I prepare to keep
making the boats faster but to take some time along 
the way to appreciate our village so that hopefully in 
September 2021, when I line up at the Paralympic 
Games, my boat just might go that little bit faster with 
the extra power that is our ‘Diseworth’ spirit.
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Emma Wiggs

Dear Diseworth

GUEST
EDITOR'S LETTER

The Dialogue AGM, which was due to take place in June, will now take place later in the 
year. Further updates will be shared in The Dialogue in due course.

JULY
Wednesday 8th  Coffee Bar at the Heritage Centre.  10 am - 12 noon

AUGUST
Saturday 8th  VE Day Celebration Picnic in the Park, Village Hall,  2- 6pm (provisional date)
Wednesday 12th  Coffee Bar at the Heritage Centre.  10 am- 12 noon
Thursday 27th  Dialogue Stapling and Committee Meeting, 7.30pm at the Church

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 5th  Village Show
Wednesday 9th   Coffee Bar at the Heritage Centre.  10 am- 12 noon

Diseworth

Di�r�

Every Wednesday  Bridge for Beginners, Heritage Centre 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm.
Every Thursday  Coffee, Cakes & Computers,  Heritage Centre 10 am – 12 noon
Every Thursday  Table Tennis Club, Village Hall 2 pm - 4 pm

In light of COVID-19, please note all planned events are subject to
organisers' notification as to whether they are cancelled. 
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The ‘hotel’ has been made to encourage insects
to make a home in our garden. The frame is
made from an old spice rack and the six cylinders
are Bryn’s empty dog food tins. The tins are filled
with a variety of natural materials collected from
our flower beds. It was a pleasurable thing to do
during self isolation.
 

B U G  H O T E L

T H E  K I N G  F I S H E R
BY JONI JEPSON AGE 10

 
 
She spotted her prey swimming through the still lake.
The King Fisher swooped and dived like an elegant
paper plane into the beautiful lake causing ripples to
slither all around. 
 
After what seemed like weeks, she broke through the
surface holding a silver fish in her long beak and let it
snake down her throat. 
 
Then the King Fisher gracefully landed on a branch to
await the next ripple of movement in the serene lake.
 

Shirley and Maitland Briggs

 
A day before “lockdown” began, I had the misfortune to cut my head open at 11:30pm- a door
which usually requires a strong push or pull on this occasion swung open far too easily and I
ended up on the floor. “Hope I can get up” I thought getting straight to my feet. “That’s alright
then. Where’s the dog gone? Oh dear I think I’m bleeding”. I was indeed bleeding rather a lot and
quickly realised I would have to call not 111 but 999! Luckily for me, the ambulance arrived
within fifteen minutes which happily meant that I still have a few tea towels that are usable! 
Throughout all this I felt completely OK, but never having had a head injury I was somewhat
concerned about the amount of blood all over the floors. As the ambulance man noted, “there is
enough blood on the floor to keep your dog going for a couple of days”! On arrival at A & E I was
transferred to Major Trauma, which worried me again as I still felt 100% OK. (Across the opposite
side of the department I was now in was a long row of patients on oxygen). I had managed to
send a message to my “go to” lady for my dog and had left some dog food by the door and a key
out for her.........
 
..........nearly 24 hours later (with 30 stitches in my head, but still feeling 100% OK) I got home,
dreading to see all the blood I had left on the floors. Imagine my surprise when I opened the door
to find not a drop anywhere!  On moving through the house, I was even more surprised to find
that my hugely messy kitchen had been completely cleaned up (I am very well aware that I am
one of the world’s worst housekeepers. I usually clean it on Sundays, so it was definitely at its
worst!). So who had done this for me?  I rang my next door neighbours who are my key holders,
and they told me that their daughter, who is a nurse, had been in to check things over, and she
had done all the clearing up.  She was also concerned that the dog did not seem to be there so
her eleven year old son went to neighbours to see if he could find her, which he did, at my dog
“go to” neighbour, who is a very recent newcomer to Diseworth. My “above and beyond duty”
nurse also removed my 30 stitches quite painlessly twelve days later.
 
The wonderful upshot of all the foregoing was the messages and offers of help from neighbours,
which included dog walking as well as shopping offers. I continue to be extremely grateful to my
main shopper.  (It has also been rather interesting to be able to look at the pros and cons of
various supermarkets!). A huge THANK YOU to all of you. You know exactly who you are and I
shall never forget all the kindness you have shown me. I just hope I shall find a means of repaying
this sometime.
J.C.
 
P.S. I would like to thank Peggy Tudor 
and her team for providing a wonderful 
afternoon  tea for VE Day. It was much 
appreciated.

A blessing in disguise
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THE AIR 
AMBULANCE 
SERVICE
Did you know that the Air Ambulance
has a retail base in Kegworth? Donate
and drop off your unwanted items
with them. Donations are always
needed... everything accepted
including items for ebay. Parking is
right by the drop off. Pop in or give
them a call: 01509 670989 and find
out how you can help or to find out
more about what they do.
5 Side Ley, Kegworth, DE74 2FJ
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Due to COVID-19,  al lplanned events aresubject to organisers'notification aboutcancellations due to the
virus.SAVE

YOUR 
STAMPS

FOR  CANINE  PARTNERS

POST  THROUGH  9  THE

BOWLEY 'S  LETTERBOX

Many thanks to all the generous
volunteers who delivered the
delicious cream teas to the oldies
who have been isolated for the past
6 weeks.  It is much appreciated. 
Martin and Nikki Hening
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Will be announced soon
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t is now due! 
Either via BACS or PayPal.Contact:
sadiedunmore@hotmail.com fordetails or to join. 
£12 per number, please includename and 1st line of address.Thank You!
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which w
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to eat,
 again 

many

thanks.

Jean He
athDID YOU

KNOW
You  can  get  del ic ious  hot  food

del ivered  straight  to  your  door?  Phone

Nicola /  Scott  on  01332  810333  to  place

your  order !  Avai lable  Wed -  Sun .

THE
PLOUGH
INN
DISEWORTH

The mobile library visits Diseworth on the
third Thursday of every month. It will visit:
The Bowley from 12.05pm-12.35pm
Clements Gate from 12.40pm-1.20pm
The next visit will be on 18th June
The contact number is 0116 3053565

MOBILE
LIBRARY

Congratulations 
Barry and Rosemary Smith

On your Golden Wedding Anniversary 

6th June

All good wishes on your special day

Love from all the family and friends 

in Diseworth
 

 
 

If you have items for the July/ August double issue of The Dialogue please give to a committee
member or email to: DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com. There is NO CHARGE to put items into
the magazine (except the advertising pages) Our deadline for the next issue is 7th June 2020

Share your stories, news and announcements with the village

Due to the virus, Long

Whatton News will only be

available online for the next

few months. There is a

comprehensive list of

suppliers that will deliver to

Long Whatton and

surrounding areas at:

longwhattonvillage.co.uk

Just a note...

View The Dialogue
online at

www.diseworthvillage.uk
 
 

On the grapevine...
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St Michael & All Angels Parish Church
 
June 2020- Due to Covid-19 the church remains closed at this time. As soon as we are able
to open, services will resume in Diseworth at 9.30am every Sunday.
 
Each morning (Monday to Saturday) at 8.30am there is a livestream Morning Prayer on
Facebook (Kegworth and Hathern Benefice page).
 
Every Sunday at 10.30am there is a livestream Service from one of the clergy homes also
on Facebook (Kegworth and Hathern Benefice page), and then on YouTube.
  
The church news sheet is still produced each week – if you do not already receive a copy
and would like one, please contact Sue Bird (s_bird02@yahoo.co.uk) and you can be added
to the mailing list.
 

 
 
The food bank box is now situated in
the church porch, so is still available for
use.  Please continue to donate if you
can and share with families who are
especially in need at this time.  Thank
you for all your generous donations.

 
June 7th                 1st Reading: Isaiah 40.12-17,27-end   
Trinity                     2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 13.11-end
Sunday                    Gospel: Matthew 28.16-20
 
June 14th               1st Reading: Exodus 19.2-8a
1st Sunday              2nd Reading: Romans 5.1-8
after Trinity             Gospel: Matthew 9.35-10.8
 
June 21st               1st Reading: Jeremiah 20.7-13 
2nd Sunday            2nd Reading: Romans 6.1b-11
after Trinity             Gospel: Matthew 10.24-39

June 28th               1st Reading: Jeremiah 28.5-9                  
3rd Sunday             2nd Reading: Romans 6.12-end
after Trinity             Gospel: Matthew 10.40-end
 

lessons- june

food banks

There will be no Coffee Morning or social events at the church during June.

 
 
See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in
the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:19
 
Before this passage from the Bible, a prophet called Isaiah has just spent 40 chapters
basically telling Israel off and warning them that, continuing the way they are, the will end up
in exile. But, from chapter 40 onwards Isaiah's writing takes a completely different direction.
Now he is writing to an Israel in exile, trying to give them hope- There is something better
ahead, something to hold on to.
 
Lauretta asked me to write for the magazine many months ago. Before lockdown, I think
even before I had heard about the coronavirus. At the time we were looking through our
diaries and realised there were not many months left until I would be leaving the benefice, as
I stepped on to ordination and curacy. I had images in my mind of saying goodbye to people,
moving and making plans for where I was going. But now I know that very little that I had
planned and thought will happen- as I am writing this I have no idea when I will get ordained,
when I will move or indeed how ministry will look going forward. But, then I suppose we all
are in a similar place at the moment, something new but slightly unknown is coming. As there
is talk of lockdown lifting, it feels like the world and our lives will look very different and this
creates a sense of uncertainty.  
 
At times like these, words like those above might be a source of hope for us too. Isaiah
speaks of a God who is not uncertain, not out of control and not unaware of what is
happening, but a god who leads us into new things. Because as things change, we have the
chance to do things differently, to care better for the environment and for each other, to use
technology in different ways to connect with people, and prioritise those things we have
realised are truly important. We have a chance to stop and ask: What new thing is God doing
at this time?
 
My time at Kegworth and Hathern team benefice has been far from a time in exile. I’ve loved
sharing these last few years with you- I’ve learnt loads, been challenged, been encouraged
and very much filled with hope for what God will do in rural communities over the next few
years. Particularly my thanks to Lauretta and Louise who deserve to be made saints for their
patience, care and guidance. But you have all been a gift to me, and as I move on I give
thanks to God for you; your faithfulness, care for each other, and the love of God I’ve
encountered in your communities. You will be in my heart and prayers as my family and I
move on to a new thing- please pray for us, that we will always love and serve the Lord.  
 

Maria Jukes 
Ordinand
 
 
 
 
 
 

pastoral letter
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We were unable to take a train to our next
destination as the line to Bharatpur was
being upgraded but we managed to secure a
private transfer to our hotel, the Forest
Lodge, in the Keoladeo National Park.  This
29 sq. km. park is famous as a bird and
wildlife reserve, having been the former
duck-shooting estate of the Maharaja of
Bharatpur.  
 
We had read that the easiest way to get
round the reserve was by hiring a bicycle,
which Bob resolved we should do that
afternoon.  He had, however, forgotten
the problem of my vertically challenged
stature.  (I admit to being 1.5m as it sounds
more respectable than a mere 4'11'').  Being
India, all of the bicycles for hire were for
men.  There was no way I could sit on the
seat or even the cross bar and reach the
pedals! This was fortuitous as the other
option was to hire a cycle rickshaw and
driver.  So I sat in comfort as our driver/guide
pedalled me along and Bob followed on a
bike.  

The gentleman, despite being illiterate, had
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the wildlife in
the park and pointed out many bird and
animal species we would never have found
on our own so we hired him again for another
tour the following morning and evening.  He
also helped with another problem.  
 
We had asked at our hotel reception whether
they could arrange a taxi to take us to
Fatehpur Sikri then on to our next stop in
Agra.  We were informed that despite being a
very large town with a population of
175,000, Bharatpur had no taxis but we
could get a direct bus to Agra. 
 
The problem was we would have to carry our
backpacks over 3km to the bus station.  We
would have to forget visiting Fatehpur Sikri. 
Our little friend was eager to help.  He
proudly pointed out the newly reupholstered
seat on his rickshaw.  The previous week he
had pedalled to Agra, a round journey of
nearly 120 km and a 2-day trip, to get this
done. 
 

Traveller's Tales
AN UNFORGETTABLE VISIT TO THE TAJ MAHAL

By Alison Evans

Part 2

He and another cycle rickshaw driver would pedal us and our luggage to Bharatpur bus
station the next day then we could catch the Agra bus.  Problem solved.
 
That night another problem manifested itself.  The hotel meal that evening had been
from a buffet, at which we met the elderly lady and her son again, so enjoyed more of
her reminiscing.  It was to be the first and only occasion on all of our trips to India that
we caught 'Delhi belly'.  Neither of us slept that night as we took it in turns to sit on the
loo.  At least we were a little lighter for the two cycle rickshaw drivers the next
morning.  During the rather uncomfortable journey we learned something of our
friend's home life.  He was married with sons and daughters and was trying to earn
enough to educate his sons. I encouraged him to educate his daughters as well but
knew this would be unaffordable.  We arrived into Bharatpur in good time and tipped
the two men handsomely. 
 
They were delighted.  Diwali was approaching and they would be able to enjoy the
celebrations.  The bus station was chaotic and we were unable to find the ticket office
or identify which of the numerous buses was destined for Agra.  Luckily our cycle
rickshaw driver's mate spotted our dilemma, grabbed our bags and escorted us to
seats on the correct bus.  Apparently buses leave as soon as they are full so we left a
few minutes later.  We were so grateful to the two men and they were clearly very
happy as they smiled and waved goodbye.
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The sun rose and the Taj's east face sparkled as the light reflected on the marble. We
made our way to the mausoleum and stood there alone for almost 10 minutes. We
called out to test the 10 second reverberation generated by the dome to accentuate
the Muslim chants.  We stepped outside.  Then it happened.  The bird song ceased, the
temperature dropped and the sky began to darken.  The moon was sweeping across
the sun.  An eclipse was occurring - a near (96%) total eclipse. 
 
An overwhelming experience and what a contrast to the previous evening.  Several
people had special 'Mylar' sheets which they kindly passed to us so we could view the
sun in safety.  We learned that Hindu and Muslim superstition prevented any Indians
from venturing out that morning.  No-one realised money could have been made
trying to sell devices for viewing the sun's eclipse.
 
We continued to the massive Agra Fort, where we had another memorable view of the
Taj Mahal across the Yamuna River, then returned to our hotel for our first meal in 36
hours.  We had taken photos of our experience using Bob's Canon camera and slide
film. Unfortunately when they were developed they were fogged.  We had flown from
a military airfield towards the end of our tour and the camera and all our films were put
through the X-ray machine!  
 
Luckily on our 2015 trip when we revisited Bharatpur we also returned to Agra. On
that trip we managed to visit the ghost city of Fatehpur Sikri, Akbar's former capital. 
Here we heard many tour operators complaining that they and hotels were going to
lose money.  US President Barack Obama was visiting the Taj on the following day so it
would be closed to allow for a private visit.  Fortunately for us, and unfortunately for
the president, his visit was cancelled at the last minute as he had to attend the funeral
of the king of Saudi Arabia.  This meant that our third experience at the Taj was also
improved since the whole area and the roadway his convoy was to have taken was
cleared of rubbish!!!  Not only that, the Taj itself had been specially cleaned, so shone
with extra brilliance.
 
This time our photos were taken with a digital camera.  We even had one taken by
a professional photographer of us in the classic pose.  He was taking shots for a
wedding.  We waited for him to finish instead of pushing in the way as others were
doing. He thanked us for waiting and took a photo of us together on the seat made
famous by the late Diana, Princess of Wales.
 
Part 3. Our upmarket back packing continues as we board the Taj Express for Gwalior.

(In January 2015 we managed to visit
Fatehpur Sikri and also returned to
Bharatpur taking with us a photo of our
cycle rickshaw driver/guide which we
showed at the reserve reception centre. 
The official recognised him but said he had
retired the previous year. To our delight,
however, his son had taken his slot,
rickshaw no. 35.  We hired the young man,
who clearly had not been born on our
previous visit, and gave him our photo for
his father as a memento.  We did wonder if
he might have been the result of the Diwali
celebrations!!)
 

We had fortunately booked a good 5*
hotel, the Taj View, in Agra, so on arrival
we relaxed and drank oral rehydration
salts.  A bath was called for but as we ran
the water the power failed, which we
thought was caused by an overloading of
the supply due to Diwali.  So we bathed by
candlelight then found ours was the only
room affected.  An unexpected romantic
interlude.
 

In the late afternoon we headed for an
evening visit to the Taj Mahal, the

memorial to the Emperor Akbar's favourite
wife, Mumtaz Mahal, who died giving birth
to her 14th child.  Entry R1 for Indians,
R100 for foreigners.  The building loomed
like a mirage through its main gateway.  It
was packed and we pressed our way
towards the mausoleum with hundreds of
others to view the exquisitely carved
marble screens with their inlays of semi-
precious stones.  The splendid Mughal
masterpiece certainly deserves its status as
one of the modern wonders of the world
and possibly its most beautiful building.  Its
pure symmetry was magnificent and its
pale colour hues changed with the setting
sun.  To fully appreciate the splendours of
the Taj it should be seen at both dawn and
dusk.  We had no desire for a meal that
evening nor breakfast the next morning so
we set off early to return.
 

We were surprised that we were no 8 in
the queue of visitors to check in at the
entrance. Everything was uncannily quiet
as far as people were concerned and we
realised the only visitors appeared to be
Westerners.
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My mum in law Grace, told me that her father, Thomas Carr, owned a red hawthorn at 
the family farm in Castle Donington, called Pool Close, which was about halfway up High 
Street. The farm is long gone, but the substantial farmhouse still remains, on the right 
hand side as you go up the hill. Grace’s father in law, William Jarrom, admired the red 
hawthorn at Pool Close, and wanted one. 

They were very expensive to buy, but he did purchase one, and planted it in the garden 
of Longmere Farmhouse, at the top of Longmere Lane. Sadly, they are both gone now. 
The one in Diseworth had to be removed during renovations and rebuilding work on the 
Longmere Farmhouse. The one at Pool Close in Castle Donington was damaged by a 
pear tree falling on it many years ago. The pear tree belonged to a neighbour, Major 
Dalby, and it toppled out of his orchard. The red hawthorn was damaged beyond repair, 
so Major Dalby offered to have it replaced. 

Unfortunately, the replacement turned out not to be a red hawthorn, which was a great 
disappointment to Thomas Carr. Both varieties of hawthorn produce red berries called 
haws in the autumn, which are a vital food for resident birds such as blackbirds, 
thrushes, yellowhammers, dunnocks and bullfinches. These haws are also eaten by 
winter visiting birds such as redwings and fieldfares. The dense, thicket nature of 
hawthorn provides excellent shelter for many small mammals such as wood mice, and 
nesting sites for birds. 

The bark is covered with small scales, creating many nooks and crannies, providing an 
ideal habitat for insects to live in, and take shelter. Field studies have found more than 
300 types of insects living in a single, mature hawthorn bush. As with many native trees 
and plants, the hawthorn is thought to have medicinal properties. Both the flowers and 
berries are thought to have beneficial effects for the health of the heart. I have no 
knowledge on this, so I think it is probably safer to enjoy the show of blossom that at its 
peak looks as if snow has covered the bushes, and allow the birds to devour the berries 
later in the year.

COUNTRY
MATTERS

by Liz
Jarrom

 Blossom Time
This year there has been a tremendous show of blossom during the spring. The majority of 
April was warm and dry, with lots of sunshine, and not much rain. As a consequence, the 
blossom on the apple, cherry and pear trees, in our garden and neighbouring gardens, has 
been beautiful, with no heavy, blustery showers to trash them, and decimate the flowers. 
As the blossoms on these fruit trees faded, some of the bushes in the hedgerows and 
fields started to turn white as the hawthorns began to come into flower. 

The common hawthorn, which has white flowers, is native to Europe, West Asia and 
North West Africa. It is often referred to as May blossom, or May thorn. It is an ancient 
bush, and there are tales and myths surrounding it dating back to Medieval times. In 
Ireland, the hawthorn was thought to be inhabited by fairies, and during the Great Plague, 
people considered the blossom to be a bringer of illness and death, as the smell of the cut 
blooms reminded them of the stench of the corpses. 

This reminded me of something that happened to me when I was a little girl. I picked some 
May blossom for my mum when I was out for a walk with my dad and my little brother. I 
excitedly presented the pretty flowers to my mum on our return, and she promptly told 
me to take them outside, and put them in a jam jar in the garden, as bringing them into the 
house was unlucky. Aside from the common hawthorn, there is another variety called 
Midland hawthorn. This variety is easily distinguished by its flowers, which are sometimes 
pink, but often red. The Midland hawthorn is only native to counties of England south of 
the river Humber, and it occurs most frequently in Leicestershire and Rutland. It is 
uncommon in the rest of the British Isles.
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At the same time the FWG has been establishing fresh contact with agencies such as East 
Midlands Airport, NWLDC and LDC. Unfortunately the present Covid lockdown has more 
than somewhat hampered and delayed progress and planned meetings in this context. All 
is now on 'hold' for the time being, including formal training for two Flood Wardens, 
which should have been completed by now.

Even so, the FWG have been looking at ways that we can help ourselves- given a 
hypothetical assumption that no-one else is going to help us.

Some promising leads have been uncovered and are now being further explored. These 
include: smoothing the flow of water in the brooks through the village by keeping the 
watercourse clear and unblocked; slowing water flow down through the village by 
creating small dams upstream of the village and creating holding ponds or flood ponds on 
otherwise unused land to temporarily hold excess water. There are also other less easy 
options and ideas. All depend on help and co-operation from existing landowners and
'riparian' owners [those whose gardens/land border the streams.] and/or funding from 
other agencies. 

To this end, the FWG are presently working on compiling a record of all landowners who 
are also riparian owners. The Parish Council needs to be able to [possibly] liaise with these 
owners to see what help some might be able to offer, if any.

Another important strand of work in play within the FWG, is to gain a better 
understanding of how the local topography impacts on drainage into the Diseworth Brook 
[i.e. where does all this water come from?] so as to better understand how to mitigate it.

We are fortunate in that following on from much work previously done by the Parish 
Council and WINGS, LCC commissioned a report from an independent Consultancy
[Arcadia] to undertake a comprehensive study of the Diseworth/Long Whatton water 
catchment area and those areas prone to flood risk. This is a long and complex document 
but suffice to say the FWG has a couple of 'experts' on board who understand these 
things. This leads us to believe that whilst there is no 'silver bullet' solution to the issues, it 
should be possible to make positive progress over time, and with some effort on our 
collective parts, to help ourselves to improve the situation- in both villages.

Your village representatives will continue to report progress through the Diseworth 
Dialogue, Long Whatton News and the Facebook group.

Mike Doyle/ Jim Snee

www.facebook.com/groups/lwdflooding/

F L O O D U P D A T E

FLOODING IN DISEWORTH AND LONG WHATTON

Following the flooding events in both Diseworth and Long Whatton over this last winter 
[seems a long time ago now given the fantastic spring weather we've had!], a public 
meeting was convened in Diseworth village hall on 24 February to assess the impact and 
to find future actions. It was attended not just by residents of both villages, but also by 
representatives of Leics. County Council, including Nick Rushton, Leader of the Council 
and also our own County Councillor for Valley Division. 

As a result of this meeting, a ‘Flooding: Residents Group’ was set up by, and on behalf 
of, residents of both villages. This operates via a Facebook group to share information 
and to offer support to each other in the face of flooding events in both villages, and is 
seeking to find solutions and/or mitigations to local flooding problems. All residents of 
both villages are invited to join the group at: www.facebook.com/groups/lwdflooding/. 
Those not using Facebook will be kept updated via our two respective village magazines. 

A smaller steering group was subsequently formed: FLOOD WORKING GROUP (FWG). 
This group has been busy putting together a strategy and formulating actions to reduce 
potential flood impacts and on ways of mitigating the worst impacts of flood water 
when it cannot be stopped altogether. The FWG now has three resident representatives 
on the Parish Council’s Flood Liaison Steering Group, which also includes two 
representatives of the Parish Council. The Steering Group also ensures that we have a 
link to local authorities and other agencies.

It should be noted that none of the activities of the FWG are a substitute for local 
residents reporting any flood impacts that they encounter direct to the County Council. 
The easiest way to make such a report is via the dedicated email address at the Council: 
flooding@leics.gov.uk. Where possible, include date, time, photos and any other 
information which you may consider pertinent. You don't have to have been flooded to 
make a report, a delay or a closed road, etc., are equally valid reasons to put one in. 
We encourage all to use this channel of communication at every opportunity. Our two 
villages are not the only ones in Leicestershire to suffer from flooding issues. The 
Council has but a limited budget to address flood prevention so it is a competitive 
process- the higher the number of people affected, the better the chance of the Council 
agreeing funding for improvements.

Since the February meeting in the Village Hall the FWG has been active in clearing 
blockages in the brook, liaising with landowners and offering residents practical help and 
resource where possible.
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The mineral zinc is required for more than 200 enzyme activities in the body. Deficiency of 
zinc results in immune system problems, and can lay us open to a higher risk of contracting 
viral infections. Good sources can be found in offal, meat, mushrooms, seeds, nuts, oysters, 
eggs, wholegrain products and brewer’s yeast. Supplementing zinc can be tricky, so it is best 
taken within a mineral and vitamin tablet, or only take less than 30mg per day. Consult a 
professional health provider if unsure. 

Last but not least is beta glucan. This is a fibre that is insoluble, but is of vital importance to 
our gut biome. A healthy gut biome is vital for a well tuned and responsive immune system. 
Beta glucan is found in foods such as oats, barley, whole grains, algae, seaweed, also reishi, 
maitake and shitake mushrooms. Otherwise, take a supplement of beta 1-3 1-6 glucan, 
containing 250mg of beta glucan per capsule.

If you have a medical condition, or you are on regular medication, always consult with your 
health care provider before taking supplements on a regular basis.  

Liz Jarrom

F A THER ' SDAY

BREAK FAS T

BB�

DISEWORTH

VILLAGE

HALL

NOW CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19.  THANK
YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED THIS AND WE

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN 2021 

Consult a health professional if considering 
taking a supplement, as too much Vitamin A 
is toxic to the body. 

Vitamin C helps the body resist infections, 
assists the correct functioning of white blood 
cells, and supports the function of the thymus 
gland. Vitamin C is a water-soluble vitamin, so 
we need to ingest it daily. In order to get 
adequate amounts, we need to consume at 
least five portions of fruit and vegetables daily. 
Good sources are citrus fruits, broccoli, 
tomatoes, green leafy vegetables and salad 
leaves, or take a supplement up to 1,000 mg 
per day. 

Vitamin D is fat soluble, and can be stored in 
the body. It is involved in more than 2000 
processes in the human body. Vitamin D can 
be produced by the body, through exposure of 
the skin to sunlight, especially during the 
summer months. Vitamin D is necessary for the 
absorption of magnesium, calcium, zinc, 
phosphorus, iron and many other minerals. 
Vitamin D deficiency can result in a greater 
likelihood of contracting respiratory diseases, 
including attack from viruses. 

Good food sources are milk and dairy products, 
egg yolk, oily fish and fish oils. Some foods are 
fortified with Vitamin D, including orange juice, 
soy milk, breakfast cereals, and mushrooms 
exposed to sunlight for an hour or more. 
Vitamin D can be toxic in large amounts, so 
consult your medical professional if 
considering taking a supplement.

CORONAVIRUS, PART 2. MORE WAYS TO 
STRENGTHEN THE IMMUNE SYSTEM

By the time you read this in June, things may 
have changed, and a partial release of 
lockdown may have occurred. This may mean 
that we could all start to circulate a little more, 
and even with social distancing still in place, it 
is more important than ever that we keep our 
immune system in top form, especially as we 
are still some way off effective treatments, or a 
vaccine. 

Our immune system is complex, but all parts of 
it are devoted to one thing, and that is 
defending the body from invasion by foreign 
substances. Even though the human race 
hasn’t had to deal with coronavirus before, it 
does have a veritable army ready to try its best 
to tackle the virus, should we encounter it. 
Some nutrients and foods have a very marked 
and positive effect on strengthening the 
effectiveness of the immune system response, 
which could be crucial in how our bodies deal 
with this new virus and its effects on our 
bodies. 

Garlic helps to prevent infection of all kinds, so 
eat daily, or take a supplement up to 1,000mg 
per day, to boost immunity. Echinacea is used 
widely to treat infections, and boost the 
immune system. It cleanses the blood and 
lymphatic system, and stimulates the 
production of white blood cells and antibodies. 
Purchase from a good health store, and take as 
directed. Vitamin A and beta carotene boost 
immunity by increasing both the activity and 
number of antibodies. Eat lots of highly 
coloured fruits and vegetables, such as carrots, 
peppers and broccoli, or eat liver once a week. 
Vitamin A helps protect the respiratory system 
from viral infections.

health
page
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ROUGH  DAY

 
A rough and tough cowboy finishes his drink at a bar and gets up
to leave. A minute later he comes back in, saying, with a mean
look in his eye
 
“I’m going to sit down and have one more drink, and if my horse
isn’t back where I left it, I’m gonna have to do what I done in
Texas. And I really don’t wanna have to do what I done in Texas.”
True to his word he sits down, orders another drink, sits in the
[silent] bar and finishes his drink. 
 
He then gets up and walks outside and sure enough, his horse
is back, tied up where he left it.
 
As he’s just about to ride off, one of the other patrons 
timidly asks, “Mister? What was it you had to do in Texas?”
The cowboy gets a far off look in his eye and says sadly, 
“I had to walk home.”
 

 

Two weeks later the second calf was born, without help, a beautiful heifer 
with a white heart on her forehead, Harriet. No regrets though, Harry has 
just been chasing pheasants in the paddock, a novelty which will soon wear off.
 
Surprise, surprise there is going to be a third birth at the end of the month!
 
Talking cattle, an earlier very distressing event happened in December 2018, again with
heifers. Ian went up to the buildings up Long Mere Lane to check and feed the cattle but
found the gate lock and chain lying on the ground.  On inspection 7 heifers were missing.
They had been sorted out from the rest and stolen by professional thieves in the middle
of the night.  We did manage to get compensation through the insurance with their
passports which each animal has to have, but the loss was very upsetting.
 

Sheila Dakin
 

Two cows with calves have arrived in the
field over the garden fence and 40 years
on, history is repeating itself at Village
Farm.
 
We are the middleman in the rearing of
Aberdeen Angus cross cattle. As
youngsters they come to us at about 6
months old and leave a year later. Amongst
last years’ herd we agreed to have 12
heifers, no problem there we thought.
 After spending all summer grazing in the
fields until the quality in the grass reduces,
they come back to the farmyard for
wintering on silage. It was early in
November, when it became obvious that
two were in calf!  Exciting, but not the aim
of our business.
 
It was 10 pm on Friday November 23rd
when Matthew arrived at the pub and said
one calf would be born early next morning. 

 

However, midnight came and we were just
climbing into bed when the phone rang. All
systems go, we dressed in the warmest
clothes possible for a cold night in the barn,
which has to have plenty of ventilation for
cattle. Another hour passed, waiting with
hot coffee, then the decision was taken to
call the vet.
 
The heifer was small and had come to us
already pregnant at a young age! We all
helped the vet in one way or another, even
down to holding a bright light while the vet
skilfully performed a Caesarean operation. 
A totally black bull calf was delivered, very
fit and healthy.  By 5.30am the cow was in
recovery all stitched up and we retired to
bed exhausted but overjoyed.  His name,
Henry, as 40 years previously our last calf
was born at the same time as our nephew
Henry.  Later Henry was renamed Harry
Houdini as he kept escaping.

 

Harry & Harriet
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Diseworth 's Rainbows

At the time of writing this report the village hall was still closed as part of the nationwide
lockdown measures to combat the spread of the Covid19 virus so unfortunately there is very
little to report on as you might expect. 

By adhering to the strict distancing rules, it has still been possible for some routine maintenance
to be carried out ensuring that the hall and its facilities will be ready for the resumption of
‘normal service’, whenever that may be. Although I regret to advise that the long-awaited
refurbishment work to the gents and accessible toilets has been thwarted due to the difficulty
in obtaining the required materials during the shutdown.

The committee are keen to get up and running as soon as conditions safely allow and will let
you all know as soon as that happens via our noticeboard, our Facebook page and website:
www.diseworthhall.com

As well as all the regular weekly classes and courses the events postponed include the Murder
Mystery, Bingo Night, Quiz Night, the Father’s Day Breakfast and of course the VE Day
Celebration Picnic in the Park. It may not be possible to run all of these for some time to come
but we will do our best to make the right decisions on these when the time comes.

You can get more information by contacting the village hall committee on our e-mail
address; chairman@diseworthhall.com or by telephone on: 

Hall Bookings:         Tel: 0300 800 5000
Event Bookings:       Tel: 0300 800 6000
General Issues:        Tel: 0300 800 7000

You can also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall

Update on our AGM
Unfortunately, the strict social distancing measures were still in place during early

May which meant that we were unable to hold the village hall AGM on the scheduled
date of 6th May 2020. 

The committee decided that an interactive meeting (via Zoom or Teams) would not
be appropriate and that we should postpone until a proper meeting was possible.

The main reason behind the decision was to give all residents of the village an
opportunity to attend and give their view on the future of their village hall,

perhaps even offer to help in some way. 

I am pleased to report that the current committee will be happy to continue in
their important roles should they be elected again, but new faces and ideas are
of course very welcome. So, if you want to get involved in the management and

future development of the village hall please look out for future notifications.

You will have seen the recent publicity regarding our ‘200 Club’ lottery I
hope? This is one item that is safe to run during this difficult time and I
am sure we would all like our spirits lifted by winning one of the monthly
prizes. This regular income is important for the running of your village
hall, so I hope you have renewed your membership by paying the annual
fee. If you do not have a number yet and want your chance to share in
the monthly cash prize draw, please let Sadie know, you can do this
through the dedicated webpage: www.diseworthhall.com/the-200-club
 

 
 

 
We still hope to put on this year’s Village Show and although planning is difficult without the
accommodation of The Plough, and their wares, the event is again being designed to provide
fun and entertainment for all the family. More details will be published later.

There is no ‘What’s On’ page again this month for obvious reasons, we will do our best to keep
you informed as the restrictions are relaxed.

 

V I L LAGE  HALL  REPORT

200

CLUB

Join

Now!
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Painted Pebbles

C O M M U N I T Y  S P I R I T  P R E V A I L S

DISEWORTH 'S

S O C I A L L Y

D I S T A N T
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CELEBRAT IONS

S O C I A L L Y

D I S T A N T

V E  D A Y
 

 
One of my more grumpy friends is
constantly telling me that he's bored stiff
with my endless flying stories.  I'm sure he's
not alone but if you're one of the few who
read my tedious scribblings you'll know that
last month I wrote about how I acquired an
expensive watch from a wealthy fellow
student from the middle east. This month’s
offering is about another fellow student,
also of Middle Eastern extraction, a chap
called Rafik.                                                 
 
Rafik stood apart from his fellow Middle
Eastern cousins in that he seemed to be far
less wealthy than the rest of them were. 
Indeed, he lived in a very restrained and
frugal manner, hardly ever went out
anywhere save to buy his food and other
necessities and he most certainly didn't
flash his money about, unlike most of his
peer group.  Additionally, Rafik took his
studies quite seriously and he spent many a
night burning the midnight oil in his efforts
to keep pace with the syllabus and absorb
all the information and knowledge
necessary to pass the exams.
 
Talking of Rafik and his frugal lifestyle, I
remember inadvertently upsetting him
greatly on one occasion.  Unbeknown to
me Rafik was a Muslim and he took his
religion seriously enough not to eat the
likes of bacon, etc.  We shared the same
digs and this meant that we also shared the
same kitchen and cooking utensils [supplied
by the landlord- i.e. the flying school].  One
day I was cooking myself bacon and egg
and was using a shiny new frying pan that
I'd not seen before, simply assuming that
the caretaker for the building had replaced
the former, rather worn out, pan with this
new item.
 
How wrong I was!  Needless to say, it
turned out that said new frying pan had
been purchased by none other than Rafik,
precisely so that he wouldn't have to use
one sullied with bacon, or anything else,
cooked by us heathen infidels.

He wandered into the kitchen in my mid fry
up and when he spotted what had
happened to his very own private frying
pan he went, not surprisingly, absolutely
ballistic.  It took me a long time and a great
deal of diplomatic skill to calm him down
but eventually he accepted that it was a
genuine error on my part - but not before I
promised that I'd go and buy him another
frying pan. Even thoroughly washing out
the one I'd just used wasn't going to cut the
mustard with him!
 
The main trouble was that Rafik really did
struggle with his English and despite his
diligence and application this made it
doubly difficult for him to stay abreast of
everything that was thrown at him, from
both the classroom and from the instructing
he received with his flying training.  The
consequence of these factors were that as
our training progressed, Rafik fell further
and further behind as he strove to keep
pace and as he found himself constantly
having to repeat great chunks of the
course.  This must have been very
disheartening for the poor chap, as well as
being expensive.  He was having to pay
again to re-sit those parts of the course
that he'd already covered once.  However,
Rafik was absolutely determined to make
the grade and he manfully shrugged aside
all these various difficulties and setbacks as
he stoically pushed on to achieve his end
goal.

RAFIK

3938



 
When I finished at Elstree, having taken just over twelve months to complete the
course, happily with no delays or setbacks [save a few weeks lost when no flying could
be carried out due to bad weather] poor Rafik was still not yet half way through his
course, having been knocked back so many times.  I was never to see Rafik again but I
was to learn more about him a year or two later.
 
Now a qualified professional pilot I was looking for work but this was hard to come
by and I wasn't getting anywhere, like most of my fellow graduates at the time.  One
day a fellow graduate and friend, Ninian, telephoned me.  He'd heard that there was a
chap in Bromley [South London] looking for a couple of pilots to do some intermittent
ad hoc charter work.  Ninian was going to see this chap that afternoon, did I want to go
along too, to see if I could also get some flying and some much needed cash?  Needless
to say I jumped at the chance so we met up in Bromley and together made our way to
the address Ninian had been given.  Our rendezvous turned out to be in a backstreet
garage, supposedly selling second hand cars and the chap we met indeed had a
proposition.  He was quite cagey to start with but little by little, as he worked out that
we really were pilots who could fly light aircraft and that we were interested only in
making money and nothing else, he opened up.
 
Now we could understand what all his earlier hesitancy and hedgehopping had been
about.  The deal was that we'd fly over to Holland, at night, to some unspecified flying
strip, in a single engined Cessna, pick up three passengers [all that you could get into a
Cessna] and then fly them over to a disused airfield in Norfolk where we'd drop them
off before then taking off to return the aircraft to its legitimate home.  The reward for
each trip was to be six hundred pounds, cash- a vast sum of money in 1968.
 
This was a whole new world of experience for us two young men and we both beat the
hastiest retreat that we could.  The underworld was not one that either of us were
anxious to join, far less the next world, which could soon follow on if things didn't work
out.  Fortunately neither of us had left any detail of our addresses, etc, with these
people and so, back then, we were probably untraceable.  No doubt just as well or we
might well have each had a visit from the 'heavies' to warn us [at best] to keep quiet! 
This must have been very early days in the 'people smuggling' business and certainly
neither of us had any idea that such nefarious activities existed.
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A couple of years later there was quite a big story in the press; a light aircraft had landed
in Norfolk in the early hours of the morning and been intercepted by a farmer up early
and inspecting his crops.  The four occupants had run off and the police were now
looking for the suspected pilot, one Rafik Ashour- there was a mug shot of my former
frying pan owning flying student colleague, the self-same Rafik, was the man in the plan.
 
How someone as conscientious and as seemingly moral as the Rafik I'd known, and
liked, had got himself tangled up in that kind of activity, I'll never know.  I speculated that
he'd eventually thrown so much money at trying to pass his flying exams that he'd finally
run out of funds and in desperation, had allowed himself to somehow be dragged into
the clutches of unscrupulous people who operated in this twilight world.  Whatever, the
story soon became yesterday's news and Rafik disappeared from view once more, still at
large.
 
A few months later I read a small paragraph in one of our national newspapers;  Rafik
Ashour, who'd been wanted for questioning in relation to smuggling people into the
country had been found dead in a flat in Paris, apparently shot through the back of the
head. How sad was that? In my eyes Rafik was just a well meaning young man with a
burning ambition to make the grade as an airline pilot. Maybe he was over ambitious in
his aspiration but his determination was admirable and no number of setbacks were
going to dim the flame that burned within him.  Somehow he became so obsessed that
he lost track of his moral compass- but he never deserved to end up on that kind of scrap
heap.
 
 

 
A housemaid at Langley Priory 
 
Just had that lovely first cup of tea. Now, first as always, the fireplaces to clean and lay,
ready for later in the day. It’s cleaning day for the ground floor rooms today. Some of
the stone floors I had to do on my knees, dusting and brushing the carpets. We had a
toilet downstairs, the little room had a china wash basin and it was painted with birds and
flowers to make the room look bright. 
 
Over the war years, all valuable pictures and paintings were stored away for safekeeping.
This was quite a responsible job and Mrs Monkman said we had to be very careful. We
started dusting each one and hanging it in the right room. I was not familiar with these–
are they oil paintings, family portraits or water colours? Were they by any famous artists?
I don’t know.
 
Later in the day, we had some free time but had to be back, ready in our uniform by 7pm.
BLUE DRESS, WHITE SMALL APRON AND CAP. Closing curtains and window shutters
in bedrooms, dressing rooms, fresh jugs of hot water to Mr Shakspear’s and Mr John’s
rooms. I’m not sure if I’ve mentioned this before, above the sewing room is the attic but
there seems to be no stairs to this. Must ask brother John about it. 
 
I expect it will take quite a few days to get all the pictures back, 
with our everyday duties to complete first.
 
More stories for you soon. Take care and keep well my readers.
 

Margaret Hall nee Fletcher
 

My story continues-  Part 10

Jim Snee
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take place online
are committed using computers, or     
are assisted by online technology 

 
 

NOTICE:  
Coronavirus (Covid-19): We're asking you please to only call 999 if it is an emergency
and 101 if it is urgent. If you can, use our online services. Please only contact us about
breaches of the 'stay at home' measures if you feel there is a significant issue or serious
breach of the restrictions.
 
•  Our information and advice on coronavirus and policing: 
https://www.leics.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/c19/coronavirus-covid-19/
 
•  NHS advice about coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
•  Stay at home measures and other guidance on Gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
 
CRIME FIGURES: 
https://www.police.uk/leicestershire/NN43/crime/
 
CYBER CRIME:
Several million cases of fraud and of computer misuse are reported to the police every
year. It's staggering, but even more staggering is that so many of those crimes could
have been prevented by making a few small changes in online behaviour.
 
To avoid becoming a victim of online crime you don’t need to be a computer expert.
Developing a few good online habits drastically reduces your chances of becoming a
victim of cyber-crime, makes you less vulnerable and lets you use the web safely.
 
Online fraud, also known as cyber-crime, covers all crimes that:     

 

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE VALLEY BEAT 
POLICE UPDATE APRIL 2020

use a strong password or passphrase, which is at least 12 characters long and
contains a mixture of letters, numbers and symbols
never give personal or sensitive details out online or over email
make sure all devices have up-to-date anti-virus software and a firewall installed
keep software and apps regularly updated
only download from legal, trusted websites
only open emails and attachments from known and trusted sources
look for the padlock icon in the address bar when paying for goods or services
online– it means the website is trusted and secure
check the address starts with https:// whenever you’re asked to enter sensitive
information online
avoid using public WiFi hotspots that are not secure or ask you for personal
information to access it
regularly back up your data
control your social media accounts- regularly check your privacy settings and how
your data is being used and shared
be cautious of internet chats and online dating- there’s no guarantee you’re
speaking to who you think
be extremely cautious if you’re asked for money

To reduce your chances of becoming a victim:

REPORT CYBER CRIME
If you are currently being subjected to a live and ongoing cyber-attack then please
contact us on 101.

If you suspect you’ve been scammed, defrauded or experienced cyber-crime, the
Action Fraud team can also provide the help, support and advice you need.

Call Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 (textphone 0300 123 2050).

CYBER AWARE:
Cyber Aware is the UK government's advice on how to stay secure online during
coronavirus. Many of us are spending more time online. Keep yourself and your family
secure by following our advice.

Stay Home

Stay Connected

Stay Cyber Aware
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Our 6 Top Tips: 
1.       Create a separate password for your email
Your personal email account contains lots of important information about you and is
the gateway to all your other online accounts. If your email account is hacked all your
other passwords can be reset, so use a strong password that is different to all your
others.
 

2.       Create a strong password using three random words
Weak passwords can be hacked in seconds. The longer and more unusual your
password is, the stronger it becomes and the harder it is to hack. The best way to make
your password long and difficult to hack is by using a sequence of three random words
you'll remember. You can make it even stronger with special characters.
 

3.       Save your passwords in your browser
Using the same passwords for all your accounts makes you vulnerable- if that one
password is stolen all your accounts can be accessed. It’s good practice to use different
passwords for the accounts you care most about. Of course, remembering lots of
passwords can be difficult, but if you save them in your browser then you don’t have
to. Online service providers are constantly updating their software to keep sensitive
personal data secure, so store your passwords in your browser when prompted; it’s
quick, convenient and safer than re-using the same password.
 

4.       Turn on two-factor authentication
Two-factor authentication (2FA) is a free security feature that gives you an extra layer
of protection online and stops cyber criminals getting into your accounts- even if they
have your password. 2FA reduces the risk of being hacked by asking you to provide a
second factor of information, such as getting a text or code when you log in, to check
you are who you say you are. Check if the online services and apps you use offer 2FA–
it’s also called two-step verification or multi-factor authentication. If they do, turn
it on. Start with the accounts you care most about such as your email and social media.
 

5.       Update your devices
Cyber criminals exploit weaknesses in software and apps to access your sensitive
personal data, but providers are continually working to keep you secure by releasing
regular updates. These updates fix weaknesses, so criminals can't access your data.
Using the latest versions of software, apps and operating system on your phone or
tablet can immediately improve your security. Remember to update regularly, or set
your phone or tablet to automatically update so you don’t have to think about it.
 

6.       Turn on backup
If your phone, tablet or laptop is hacked, your sensitive personal data could be lost,
damaged or stolen. Make sure you keep a copy of all your important information by
backing it up. You can choose to back up all your data or only information that is
important to you.
 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO DO THE ABOVE ON YOUR DEVICE VISIT:
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/home
 

Sign up to Neighbourhood Link- https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/

NEIGHBOURHOOD LINK:
Neighbourhood Link is a community messaging service from Leicestershire Police that
provides news and information about policing activity or initiatives, crime prevention
advice as well as major incidents affecting your area.

Through this service you can receive messages from your local Neighbourhood Policing
Team, local police or, in the event of a major incident or event affecting the whole of
Leicestershire, from a partnership of agencies known as the Local Resilience Forum.

We will retain a visible presence in neighbourhoods that respects Public Health 
England guidance around social distancing. As part of our approach we have published 
a public pledge to communicate how we are going to police these new measures.

To all in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, 

The police have been given new powers to help keep people safe. As your Chief 
Constable I would like to make a pledge to you. In return, I ask for your support. Every 
day and night my officers and staff go above and beyond to protect our communities. 
Every officer at Leicestershire Police knows this as our duty- to protect the people and 
deal with those who cause harm. We do this by engaging with our communities, 
explaining and problem solving, and enforcing the law through action when we must. 

In this force’s 180 year history we have never faced a challenge like this. I pledge that 
my officers will continue to exercise our duty, as we have always done. We will 
protect you. We will engage positively. We will explain. We will be there when you 
need help- and we will take action to protect you and others from harm.

I ask for your support in this. Help us to help you. Stay at home and together we will 
save lives. 
Simon Cole QPM 

BEAT TEAM CONTACTS: 
If you need to contact a member of your beat team and the enquiry isn’t urgent then 
the easiest way to do this is via Email, you can either do this through the Leicestershire 
Police website or on the details below:

PC 819 Steve Harrison– steven.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PC 1391 Adrian Coleman– adrian.coleman@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 6867 Kevin Bradley– kevin.bradley@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 6178 Nicola Russell– nicola.russell@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk

ENGAGE
EXPLAIN 
ENCOURAGE
ENFORCE 

OUR DUTY TO PROTECT:
Over the coming weeks, our policing style
remains as one of community policing. Our
preferred style is to 
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A 
SCHOOLMASTER’S
ADVENTURES IN
AFRICA

P A R T  TW O

 
Those readers, who wish to continue
following my adventures after Part 1,
will remember that my wife, Joyce, and
myself had been held up in Kenya on
our way to Malawi. 
 

N O M A D I C   |   2 4

However, a week after leaving the UK we landed at Chileka Airport, outside Blantyre, the
commercial capital of the country, and were greeted by the Deputy Head of St. Andrews
High School, where I was eventually to take up my teaching post.
 
The date was 27th April 1966. For those of my era and for students of colonial African
history, it will be remembered that this was a time of great change.
 
In this region of Central East Africa, the Federation, which bound together Northern and
Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland (now Malawi) had been disbanded. Malawi had been an
independent country for two years. The Government of Malawi under the President, Dr
Hastings Banda, had started to build a new society aided by many friendly countries. Many
institutions were peopled by European, South African, Israeli, Taiwanese, Canadian,
Australian and Americans helping Malawians to build, administer and run their own country.
On the grand scale this was the world we encountered.
 
On the smaller scale we had entered into a privileged and unusual state of living that needed 
getting used to.
 
We moved into the Deputy’s house whilst he moved into the Head’s house on the school
campus. The Head was on leave. We inherited a house boy and a gardener with the house
and the domestic tasks, that we were used to, were taken on by our local employees.

As we were living some distance from the 
school I was informed that I needed 
transport and through the offices of the 
Deputy, obtained a loan from a bank in 
Blantyre and bought a second hand 
Hillman Minx, my first four wheeled 
vehicle. I recall the loan was the great sum 
of £100 and the vehicle required some 
minor repairs. 

Into the school workshop, removal of the 
rear leaf springs, heat and bang, bang, 
bang, replace and then we were good to 
go! I recall one of our first adventures was 
a trip to Zomba, the then administrative 
capital and seat of the President. 

On this trip we were guided by a 
colleague, Brad, who became a lifelong 
friend. We stopped on the way and 
engaged with some young people who 
were selling bananas by the road side. My 
Hillman proved to be sound and
robust enough for the dirt roads that we 
regularly travelled along.

Our first weeks in Malawi were,
naturally, a time for adjustment, meeting
new friends and learning about the
ex-patriot and local ways of life. There
were opportunities for leisure, for
example, that were a reflection of the
recent Colonial ways. Sports clubs were
to be found in major towns, where the
mainly white population could play golf,
soccer, bowls, rugby and swim. Indoor
sports were mainly focused upon the bar
and the restaurant. I recall Lion Ales and
Castle Beer were the beers of choice. I
recall also a visit to Zomba Club where
they still had a bust of Queen Victoria on
the Bar. Soccer was the sport of the
African and Cricket that of the Indian
populations. 

EXPLORING
MALAWI
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23-25 Borough Street, Castle Donington, 
Derby, Derbyshire, DE74 2LA

Telephone: 01332 811333
Fax: 01332 850070
Email: ask@marbleproperty.co.uk
Web: www.marbleproperty.co.uk

We Specialise in 
Selling & Letting 

Homes Where 
You Are...

 
This engagement with the sporting side
of my time in Malawi was to be
rewarding because I not only contributed
in this to my young students’ education
but I had opportunities to become
involved at national level in sports
development. 
 
Two memorable events occurred during
my tenure in the Deputy’s house. The
first of these was when, James, the
house boy, was absent from his duties.
There were quarters where the local
employees were housed from which I
was informed that James had been taken
off to Limbe Prison. The charge,
apparently, was a disturbance following a
surfeit of the local weed ‘Ganja’, or as we
know it, Cannabis. As his employer, I was
obliged to visit the prison to pay a fine
and have him released. As a naive
European I learned something very
quickly about the culture of  Malawian
lads away from their families, they
too needed recreation and an antidote to
life in service.
 
The second event was literally earth
shaking. We were awakened at dawn by
an extra-ordinary, loud, rumbling noise. It
was as if a heard of elephants was
stampeding outside our bedroom
window. Fortunately, it was light. If it
had been dark the experience would
have been more frightening.
 

 
All beds in this part of the world were
fitted with metal frames over which were
draped netting to keep out the
mosquitos.  The frame was shaking, the
floor was moving and we were, to say
the least, perplexed. The event was over
in a minute and fortunately nothing
seemed to have collapsed- we were
alive! It didn’t take long for us to twig
that we had been in an earthquake. 
 
Malawi lies on the Great Rift Valley,
stretching 4000 miles from Jordon to
Mozambique down the eastern side of
Africa. Here there are geological
happenings where there is occasional
movement of the tectonic plates deep
underground, where one part of the
continent meets another. The result is
what we experienced, an earthquake.
 
The Rift is a fissure and in Malawi
and other countries in this part of Africa,
huge lakes have been formed to fill
the floor of the fissure. Lake Malawi
covers approximately one quarter of the
country.  More of Lake Malawi next time.
 

Alan Leech
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Using the Latest Pure Water Pole Fed Cleaning Systems
Windows, Conservatories, Solar Panels, Soffits,

Fascias, Gutter emptying & cleaning.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Now serving all Soar Valley Areas – no building too small or too big!
Especially suitable for hard to reach areas and restricted access a speciality.

Call today for your free no obligation quote

01509 503389 or
0744 356 2275

www.jds-cleaning.co.uk
“We reach where you can't!”

JDS Window and uPVC cleaning

TOTAL BEAUTY
CHERIE  SISSON

07976 758632

9 Grimesgate ,  

Diseworth ,  

DE74 2QD

 

Offering ladies a tranquil

experience to relax and unwind .

Easy parking

 

TREATMENTS
Massage

Dermalogical Facials

Waxing

Hopi  Ear Candles

Eyebrow Shaping

Lash Extensions

Bio Sculpture Gel

Manicures

 

GIFT  VOUCHERS  NOW  AVAILABLE

BABYSITTING
Reliable 19 year old, with First Aid certificate,

available for babysitting during university
holidays. Please call Isobel Smithies on: 

01332 853401 or 07930 665541

Isobel's Grandma offers her services
for babysitting, ironing, sewing &

mending at reasonable rates. 
Call Carol on: 

01332 864910 (Melbourne)

AT YOUR
SERVICE

THE GREEN 

VILLAGE FARM

POTATOES Large & small bags
EGGS

Phone 01332 810858

DRY CLEANING SERVICE
Door to door service now offered by

SCORCHERS- your local ironing service
Phone Julie on: 

01332 853457 or 07973 354695

BABYSITTING, IRONING, SEWINGIRONING
Pick up and delivery to Diseworth

& the surrounding area.
Phone Julie at SCORCHERS on:
01332 853457 or 07973 354695
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The Royal Oak,
26 The Green, Long Whatton, Leicestershire.

www.theroyaloaklongwhatton.co.uk
01509 843694

 

Open for lunch 
Monday – Saturday 12.00 – 2.30 & 

Sunday 12.00 – 4.00

Early Doors menu 
Monday – Friday 5.30 – 6.30

A la carte menu 
Monday – Saturday 6.30 – 9.00

Please call to book a table 

or a room for visiting family

01509 843694

Made Your Will Yet?
Your Will in the Privacy and
Comfort of your Own Home

£49.95 VAT (£59.94)

Phone Today for a FREE INFO PACK

0115 871 2755
24 hours / 7 days a week  -  Power of Attorney  -  Will Storage
Inheritance Tax Wills  -  Children’s Trusts  -  Funeral Plans

Home Protection Trust

Tim & Ann Pentz
Preparing wills for over 13 years in this area

JOHN SMITH (MELBOURNE) LTD
Approved Coal & Smokeless Fuel Merchants

We supply a range of  fuels for all types of appliances 
also  Logs, Kindling and Coal Bunkers

Prompt deliveries at competitive prices

Pre-packed sales from our yard at 
Bog Lane

The Common
Melbourne

Derbys
Telephone 01332 862744
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W H E N :

NEW
DATE

V E  D A Y
7 5  Y EAR

ANN I V E R SAR Y

W H A T :

I N  ADVER S E  WEATHER ,  T H E  HA L L  W I L L

HO S T  T H E  EN T E R T A I NMEN T

PROVISIONAL  DATE

Sat  8th  Aug ,  2-6pm

Diseworth  Village  Hall

All  That  Sass

Picnic in the park

W H E R E :

D I S EWOR TH  V I L L A G E  HA L L  P R E S EN T S . . .
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Mill ie 's  Vintage  Travell ing

Teapot-  cream  teas  can  be

purchased
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James E Fletcher
Fine Furniture
Quality Joinery

Orchard Workshop 
18 Clements Gate

Diseworth
Telephone Derby 850882  Evenings 811143

Kitchens, Bedrooms, English Oak & Mahogany Furniture
made to order.

Coffee Mornings
AT THE HERITAGE CENTRE ARE POSTPONED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Lawn mowers, 
garden machinery             

& small plant 
Servicing, Repairs & Sales 

                                                 

All work guaranteed 

 

                                    

CALL DAVE:

                                               

 

07831645227
01332 810906

 

Est: 1984 

 

OR  CALL

0300  800  2000

ADVERTISE

I N  T H E  D I A L O G U E

P LEASE  CONTACT  SHARON

Dia l ogue .adve r t i s i ng243@gma i l .com

P R I C E S  F O R  A
Y E A R ’ S

A D V E R T I S I N G :  

P A G E
 

C O L O U R  M O N O  

F U L L

H A L F

Q U A R T E R  

£ 1 9 5

£ 1 1 0

£ 6 0  

£ 1 2 0

£ 7 0

£ 4 0  
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Local 
Self Storage
Open 7am to 8pm 

~ Every Day ~

1 Mile From Diseworth

www.wagtailstorage.co.uk
Tel: 01530 222179

Available at

and

Red Lion & AnchorKegworth

Royal OakLong Whatton

5958



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLUTIONS 
PEST CONTROL 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED – PROMPT, RELIABLE 
AND SAME DAY CALL OUT 

 

ALL DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL  
&  AGRICULTURAL PESTS  

PREVENTED AND TREATED 
 

CALL RICHARD NOW ON 
07812 024973 OR 01509 852919 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  

EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK          

WWW.SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK 

 
 

  

MMaannoorr  OOrrggaanniicc  FFaarrmm  SShhoopp 

Your local farm shop providing the very best in local, organic 
food that you know you can trust. 

Organic Longhorn beef and organic pedigree lamb from here on 
the farm keeping food miles to a minimum.   

Carefully selected organic free range chicken and pork as well as 
our own recipe sausages and burgers made naturally and free from 

additives and preservatives. 
On site organic bakery producing the very best in sweet & 

savoury treats freshly every day the shop is open. 
OOuurr  sshhoopp  iiss  ooppeenn  eevveerryy  wweeeekk;;  
WWeeddnneessddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1177..3300  

  TThhuurrssddaayy  &&  FFrriiddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1188..0000  
SSaattuurrddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1166..3300  

Manor Organic Farm, Main Street.  LE12 5DF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IS YOUR CHIMNEY CLEAN AND SAFE? 
ARE YOU INSURED? 

    SOLUTIONS 
     Chimney sweep 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED 
FOR A PROFESSIONAL &  RELIABLE  SERVICE 

CERTIFICATE OF SWEEPING ISSUED FOR HOUSE INSURANCE 

 
CALL RICHARD NOW ON 07812 024973 
 OR 01509 852919 to book a sweep 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  
EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK          
WWW.SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 
 
 
   
 
          

 

Love your feet...... I do
  
                                           

Gill Burrage DPodM - Visiting Podiatrist 

Registered with the Health & Care Professions Council and 
Member of The Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists

To arrange an appointment please contact me by email 
gillburragepodiatry@hotmail.com  or phone 07484856263
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Covering Castle Donington,
Diseworth, Long Whatton, Kegworth,
Sutton Bonington, Hathern, Belton,

Loughborough, Shepshed and
surrounding areas

Kiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels

Tel: 01455 697517
01788 833561
sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.cosyfirelogs.co.uk

KILN DRIED LOGS FOR SALEKiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels
e: sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk • Tel: 01455 697517 or  01788 833561
www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk or www.cosyfi relogs.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL • SMOKELESS FUEL • KINDLING ETC.

OUR 1m3

CRATE = 2 
BUILDER’S 

BAGS

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL
SMOKELESS FUEL•KINDLING ETC

CCTV Systems
Installed

Paul Gretton
Interior and Exterior Decorator

Domestic and Commercial

Quality 
Time Served Decorator with 

30 years experience

For a Free Estimate 
Phone 01332 810974

Mobile 07879 818599

27 The Green,    Diseworth

Ballet classes at 
Lockington and 

Diseworth Village Halls

Baby beginners and children’s 
ballet classes are held at 
Lockington Village Hall every 
Saturday.
Classes up to Grade 6/Senior 
Certificate. Beginners welcomed. 
Pointe work included at senior level.  Small classes 
to develop confidence and enjoyment through dance 
and story telling styled movements. 

Adult beginners and up to elementary level 
Wednesdays Diseworth Village Hall
7pm -8pm  Elementary
8pm -8.45pm Beginners/refreshers

Please contact for class starting dates each term.

Website: Claudette Caven Dance.
Claudette Caven, AISTD, Advanced Cecchetti 
Ballet, Modern & Advanced Character.
01509 672702  - email
claudettecavenhenrys@hotmail.co.uk

Wired Wright
All your 

Electrical Installation
And Repair needs

By Time Served 
Electrician

Mobile:07753 696430
Evenings: 01509 674977 

Email: martin@wiredwright.co.uk

6362
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Web design - from £750
e-Commerce sites - from £1200

Hosting - £15 a month
Domains - from £15

SEO - from £300 a month *

* all prices are subject to VAT

MEET Eat DRINK Sleep
in our cosy countryside pub

Private dining room available for parties up to 30
5 lovely bedrooms for late night revellers!

Belton, Leicestershire

Get in touch
2 Long Street, Belton,  

Loughborough LE12 9TP
enquiries@queensheadbelton.co.uk

01530 222359   queensheadbelton.co.uk

Opening Hours
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 5.00 - 11.00 pm

Thursday 12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00 pm
Friday 12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 12.00 pm

Saturday 12.00 - 12.00 am 
Sunday 12.00 - 10.00 pm
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FU L L Y  I N SURED  AND  C I T Y  &  GU I LD S  QUAL I F I ED

 

S IMP L E  BATH  AND  DRY  TO  A  FU L L  GROOM

 

I N T RODUCE  YOUR  PUPPY  TO  THE  GROOM ING

SA LON  ENV I RONMENT  BY  BOOK ING  THEM  I N  FOR

THE I R  F I R S T  BATH  AND  DRY

 

WE  CAN  COL L EC T  AND  RE TURN  YOUR  DOG ( S )  I N

OUR  FU L L Y  I N SURED ,  FU L L Y  EQU I P PED  K9  TAX I

 

WALK I NG ,  DAYCARE  AND  BOARD ING  ARRANGED

@diseworth  

PROFESSIONAL DOG
GROOMING

07392 774040

GLAMOUR
PAWS K9

 
Heating Specialists

 

Plumbers

 

Natural &  LPG Gas Engineers

0800 3345494
07973 538659

enquiries@heatserve-mes.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

24 HOUR CALL OUT

6766



 
Offering a range of services for all your property needs; 

Loft conversions & Extensions, Kitchens & Bathrooms, Landscaping,  
Decorating, Maintenance & Repairs.  

 
Quality & Value at the heart of everything we do. 

 
Contact us now for your free, no obligation quote. 

 
Tel. 07866553053 

www.goldfinchdevelopments.com 
e-mail: dansnee@goldfinchdevelopments.com 

Friendship Centre 
Long Whatton

LE12 5DF

DEVELOPING 
ALL ROUND

ATHLETIC FITNESS

Mondays  1830 -1930
Tuesdays  0930 -1030
Thursdays 1830 -1930
Saturdays  0800 - 0900

Led by Olympian and
Coach Julie Dodoo

and GB International
Long jumper
Dan Bramble

FitCamp

FITCAMP IS POSTPONED

DURING UK LOCKDOWN

CERTAS
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 

BI FOLD DOORS
CONSERVATORIES 

UPVC REPAIRS
FOGGY UNITS REPLACED

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS
TEL: 01509 231641 • FAX: 01509 210209

EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK • WEB: WWW.ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK
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VEHICLE MOTS, MAINTENANCE,
SERVICING & REPAIRS

ALLEN ’S  AUTOCARE  LTD

Unit 4 Bonington Complex

10 Trent Lane 

Castle Donington

Derby

DE74 2PY

MOTS FROM £36 (CLASS 4,5,7)
SERVICING FROM £99

CALL IN TO SEE US OR RING FOR A
COMPETITIVE PRICE: 01332 812922

 TYRES, EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, WELDING, BRAKES, SUSPENSION, 
CLUTCH REPLACEMENT, GEARBOX ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS,

ENGINE MANAGEMENT, FLEET MAINTENANCE, WHEEL ALIGNMENT ,
WHEEL BALANCING & WARRANTY WORK

Independent Wine & Spirit Merchants
A selection of wines, spirits and craft beers, many of which are not available locally.

Weekly tasting events so you can try before you buy.
A wine club offering member benefits.

We believe everyone should have access
to amazing wines locally

Honest Approach | Good Wines | Honest Passion

Karl & Debbie
07970 122501 / 01332 811542

19 Borough Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2LA
www.thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk
info@thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk
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Open times 
7.30am - 6.00pm 
Monday to Friday

Teacher led quality day care for children from 12 weeks to 
5 years in a stimulating environment where learning is fun.

• Teacher led pre school for children 3 1/2 - 5 years.
• Holiday clubs for children 4 - 11 years.

01332 862 188
melbourne@scallywagsnursery.com

Castle Lane, Melbourne, Derby DE73 8EJ

01332 705 070
chellaston@scallywagsnursery.com

Rowallan Way, Chellaston, Derby DE73 5WX
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