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Director
Ian Meredith

Here at CIM Associates UK Ltd, we provide a wide range of fully
accredited CIM Cleaning Technology Training courses.

BIO HAZARD

CROSS CONTAMINATION

AND SANITISATION

CLEANING TRAINING COURSES
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WASHROOM FACILITIES

CLEANING

GRAFFITI REMOVAL

CALL US

01509 214357

email-Info@cim-associates.com

web-cim-associates.com

Regular courses are held at our Loughborough HQ, we can also offer
training on site. For the full range of course see our website or call Ian for
details
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THE PLOUGH INN

for good food and beer
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TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB

 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY

12 noon - 3pm

5pm - 9pm

Menus available online 
www.theploughdiseworth.com

33 Hall Gate, Diseworth,
Derbyshire,DE74 2QJ

01332 810333

TAKE AWAY

& DELIVERY

NOW AVAILABLE

30% OFF HOME 
INSURANCE IF YOU 
HAVEN’T CLAIMED 
IN 4 YEARS
And if you come to claim, there are no forms 
and no quibbles.
You won’t find us on comparison sites.
For a home insurance quote call us on 01530 412272 
or pop in and speak to us.

No Claims Discount applies to NFU Mutual Standard Home Insurance.
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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 Planning an event?   
 Hosting a party?
 A Celebration?  
 A conference?  
 An anniversary?  
Meeting up with old friends or maybe a more 
formal reason to need a place to meet?  

Then please consider hiring 
Diseworth’s Heritage Centre

Main hall to seat around 40 in a theatre layout, 
or  20 in a boardroom set up. 
Smaller room to seat 10 around tables, and 
both rooms have access to the kitchen.  
Television screen and  wi-fi to link with a laptop 
plus a projector and screen. 
Computer suite to hire.
We can arrange any form of catering and 
bookings usually include a welcome hot drink 
and biscuits.
Please take time to visit our website for more 
information and  letting fees.
Multiple bookings attract a very generous 
discount.
Bookings can be made through the email 
address given on the website or direct 

by phoning 07891628292

Diseworth Village Hall
Available to Hire

Main Hall with Stage, Lighting and Sound System 
Meeting Room 

Well Equipped Kitchen 

Diseworth Residents: £8 per hour (min charge £20.00 
for first 3 hours) 

£75 per day for Parties & Wedding Receptions   
(Booking Terms Apply) 

Contact us for further details:-
Email: bookings@diseworthhall.com

Bookings: 0300 800 5000 
Event bookings: 0300 800 6000 

www.diseworthhall.com
see also our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES

0115 878 0637 - 07411 082 636
www.happyhearth.co.uk

MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS

James Hallam
plumbing and heating

07759 289305

All Plumbing Repairs
Bathroom Installations
Boiler Installation & Repairs
Boiler Services
Burst Pipes, Leaks and Taps

Central Heating Systems
Installation & Repairs

For Free quotation
and advice call:

KEGWORTH BASED

M & M Properties
For all your Building,
Plumbing & Heating 

requirements
Log Burner installation

 
Qualified plumbers Gas safe and Hetas 

registered, builders, electricians for any jobs

We are now in a position to offer qualified plumber &   
 heating engineers who are gas safe and Hetas registered, 
builders, electricians and joiners no job to small.

We offer the full service under one roof from the 
architect’s drawings to the finished article, No need to 
worry about tradesman we can make sure they are there 
on time and do the job required.

We offer a full project management service to take the 
stress and worry out of the job in hand.

If it’s a new build or a bathroom/kitchen installation give 
us a call for a free no obligation quote.

Don’t forget our gas engineer is at the ready to service 
those boilers, gas fires and cookers.

• All building works (no matter how small) –   
 Fully managed
• Bathroom/Kitchen installations
• Central heating systems
• Boiler repairs/replacements
• Tiling & Joinery
• All electrical works: re-wires to plug swaps
• Fully insured

A COMPLETE SERVICE UNDER ONE ROOF 
BY FULLY QUALIFIED WORKMEN

For any further information or advice 
please contact

Mike or Mitzi on 01332 818784/ 07703 464564
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DON’T LET YOUR HOLIDAY 
DREAMS BE SHATTERED

You may be planning the holiday of a lifetime or 
a well-earned luxury break; perhaps a significant 
birthday or anniversary, a wedding or renewal of 
vows. Whatever the occasion, a substantial sum of 
money may be involved.

Are you going to trust a faceless internet business 
whose offices may not even be in the UK or an 
Agency who is likely to switch you to their own 
brand? With them you could just be a number 
served by an inexperienced person who may only 
care about making a sale?

Tales of gross negligence, bad advice, incorrect 
matching of client needs are commonplace in our 
industry.

A far better alternative and one that will 
safeguard your monetary value and give you 
complete piece of mind, would be to come and 
have a completely free and detailed consultation 
with one of our many experienced staff here at 
Villair Travel. From the moment we first meet 
you to the time you return from your 
unforgettable bespoke holiday, our guidance and 
knowledge will maximise your experiences and 
enjoyment.  
 
We leave nothing to chance; please read the 
testimonials on our website.

Let us inspire you and create memories to last a 
lifetime.

VILLAIR TRAVEL

Villair Travel
1 Bath Street Corner

Ashby de la Zouch
Leicestershire LE65 2FH  

Tel: 01530 413055      ABTA 28805www.villair.com

Parish Council
The role of your Parish Council includes safeguarding the amenities of the village, including 
highways, lighting, drainage, road signs and planning matters. Current planning matters are 
available for inspection by arrangement with the Parish Clerk:  
Samantha Lockwood,  38 Barroon, Castle Donington, DE74 2PE.   Telephone:  07934 874739  
parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk          longwhattonanddiseworth.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/

If you wish to discuss any matters of concern, please contact your Parish Councillors:
Chair: 
Sue Roberts,  Chapel Farm, Hall Gate, Diseworth DE74 2QJ  01332 810813 
Vice Chair: 
Mary Hobbs 24 Main Street, Long Whatton LE12 5DG   01509 842486
Councillors:
David Bamford,  43 The Woodcroft, Diseworth DE74 2QT   07802 817691
Peter Gillatt Gables Farm, Main Street, Long Whatton, LE12 5DF 07934 392929
Mitzi Steven 49 The Woodcroft, Diseworth, DE74 2QT  07703 464564
Penny de Kock 

Parish Council meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month, alternately 
at Diseworth and Long Whatton.  Please see the Notice Boards or ask the Parish Clerk for 
current information or to make general enquiries about the Parish Council.

Neighbourhood Watch Contacts
Co-ordinators:

Sandie Moores, contact for Lady Gate 01332 812629     moores.yesteryear@gmail.com

Diseworth Village Community Facebook Group
     facebook.com/groups/diseworth

Diseworth Heritage Centre   diseworthcentre.org
Centre Bookings and Enquiries       01332 850631  info@diseworthcentre.org

Diseworth Village Hall  facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall 
diseworthvillagehall@outlook.com Hall Bookings 0300 800 5000  
  Event Bookings   0300 800 6000   
  General Issues    0300 800 7000   

Village Directory
Organisation        Contact   Telephone   Email
Art and Craft Club                           Shirley Briggs 07796 868494 shirley.ivybrook@talktalk.net
Brownies                        Zen         ladymuschialli@hotmail.com
Crawshaw Guides  Adele Jarrom 01509 842556  adele.jarrom@gmail.com
Friends of Diseworth School Sandie Clark 07771 611403  
History Society  Pat Guy  01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Long Whatton Rainbows   Susie Ashcroft                   longwhattonrainbows@outlook.com
Millennium Meadow Pat Guy                       01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Soar ValleyTwinning 
Association                       Sheila Hawksworth    01509 568793   mands.hawksworth@virginmedia.com 
W.I.N.G.S.                        Jim Snee  01332  812345 sneejim@live.co.uk
Women’s Discussion Group Liz Jarrom                      01332  810358               ejarrom@sky.com
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Health
NHS Non-Emergency & Advice
p: 111

Chemist - Evans Pharmacy
Castle Donington
p: 01332 810213

Castle Donington Surgery
p: 01332 856050
w: castledoningtonsurgery.co.uk

Kegworth Surgery
p: 01509 672419
w: www.kegworth.net

Manor House Surgery, Belton
P: 01530 222368
w: beltonsurgery.nhs.uk

London Road Community 
Hospital
p: 01332 265500
w: www.derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Loughborough Urgent Care 
Centre (A&E)
p: 01509 568800
a: Hospital Way, Loughborough, 
LE11 5JY (Off Epinal Way)
w: westleicestershireccg.nhs.uk/

Queens Medical Centre
p: 0115 924 9924
w: nuh.nhs.uk

Royal Derby Hospital
p: 01332 340131
w: derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Environment
Environment Incident Hotline
p: 0800 807060

Leicestershire Councillor
Nicholas Rushton
p: 0116 305 6111
m: 07943 585 859
e: nicholas.rushton@leics.gov.uk

Leicestershire County Council
p: 0116 232 3232
w: leicestershire.gov.uk

North West Leicestershire 
District Council
p: 01530 454545
w: nwleics.gov.uk

National Gas Helpline 
(Gas Emergency)
p: 0800 111999

Severn Trent Water 
(Water Emergency)
w: stwater.co.uk
p: 0800 7834444

Western Power Distribution 
(Electricity Emergency)
p: 0800 0568090

Floodline
p: 0345 9881188
w: environment-agency.gov.uk

Travel
East Midlands Airport
p: 0800 0838759
w: eastmidlandsairport.com

Kinchbus
p: 01509 815637
w: kinchbus.co.uk

SkyLink
p: 01773 712265
w: trentbarton.co.uk

Entertainment
Nottingham Playhouse
p: 0115 941 9419
w: nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall Nottingham
p: 0115 989 5555
w: trch.co.uk

Derby Theatre
p: 01332 593939
w: www.derbytheatre.co.uk

Cineworld Loughborough
w: cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/
loughborough
p: 0871 2002000

Directory of Useful Numbers
e = Email | p = Phone | w = Website | o = Opening Times | a = Address

ODEON Loughborough
p: 0333 0144501
w: odeon.co.uk/cinemas/lough-
borough/183/

BBC East Midlands Today
p. 0115 902 1930/1
e: emt@bbc.co.uk
w: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b007tj48

BBC Radio Derby
p: 08001456161
w: bbc.co.uk/radioderby

Other Useful 
Numbers

Long Whatton Village Shop
p: 01509 646592

Castle Donington Post Office
p: 01332 810515
w: www.postoffice.co.uk

Castle Donington College
p: 01332 810528
e: postroom@castledonington.
leics.sch.uk
w: castledonington.leics.sch.uk

Diseworth C of E Primary 
School
p: 01332 810208
e: admin@diseworth.leics.sch.uk 

Mobile Library 
(Mobile C - Route 12)
P: 0116 305 3565
w: leicestershire.gov.uk/
mobile-library-routes

Police
Police Non-Emergency
p: 101
PC Jason Underwood (ID 1760)
PC Louise Gravenall (ID 4118)
w: leics.police.uk/
    local-policing/valley

The Dialogue
Diseworth’s village magazine delivered free to every household, subsidised by 
advertising, fundraising and voluntary contributions.  £1.50 where sold.

Contributions
The deadline is the 7th of the month for the following issue.  All contributions will be 
considered for publication, however any views expressed within the pages of The 
Dialogue are not necessarily those of the Committee. They should be emailed to 
DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com  Please include your name although your article 
can be published  anonymously.

Advertising
To advertise in The Dialogue please contact Sharon on 0300 800 2000 
(normal call rates apply) or by email  Dialogue.advertising243@gmail.com

 Prices for a year’s advertising:
   Page   Colour   Mono
   Full  £195   £120
   ½  £110   £70
   ¼  £60   £40

Committee Members                                                         
Chairperson                 Liz Jarrom                     
Vice chair                   Nicky Miller
Editorial team  Janet Fletcher, Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait, Ruth Smith
Treasurer                      Christine Agar      
Advertising                 Sharon Crosby-Browne & Kate Henry - 0300 800 2000
Page Design                   M3 Create Ltd - www.m3create.com       
Minutes secretary           Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait
Delivery team leader Linda Gaymer 
Founding editor           Carly Snee
Committee members  Sue Bird, Sue Brompton, Norma Chapman, 
   Nikki Hening, Kath Taylor  
Delivery team  Sue Bird, Gill and Tim Burrage, Norma Chapman, 
   Julie Doyle, Jan Firth, John and Sue Hurley, 
   Pete Miller, Sandie Moores, Pauline Needham, 
   Julie Werb,
    
Artwork               Jackie Q, Steven Allison, Aimee Ridler
Photography  David Fenny

Printed by The Blackfish Group Ltd - www.blackfishgroup.co.uk

The Dialogue's Privacy Policy, including our compliance with GDPR, is 
available to anyone who wishes to read it.

mailto:DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com
http://www.m3create.com
http://www.blackfishgroup.co.uk
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GUEST
EDITOR'S LETTER

Dear Diseworth
1st April 1970
This is the day we moved into the village fifty years ago.

On this date in 2020 it could have been the same day.  Very little traffic, no aircraft noise, just the 
smell of spring, the sun shining and the sound of bird song.

What a difference fifty years makes! (or does it?)  Now we are in lock down.  The traffic is halted 
unless essential, because of this we can hear the birds, no pollution, we can smell the flowers and 
see the sun.  The birds sense the change and are happily singing. Not all bad.

The village has seen many changes since we moved in.  Our farm was then called Lady Gate Farm 
and the barns housed the Lady Gate Herd of dairy shorthorns.  Milk was delivered daily from the 
farm to the doorsteps of the villagers.  Our now dining room was the dairy with a chute into the 
cellar below.  We still have milk crates down there from those early days, although because of the 
realignment of the brook many years ago when Brookside was being built, the drains were stopped 
short of the brook.  Now when the brook floods it back fills our cellar!!

Then as now we had a community, two pubs, the Plough and The Bull and Swan, and two shops, 
one of which housed our Post Office.  How useful would that be now?  Fran and Mike Smith 
stocked their shop with everything you could want at a time like this. Fresh  and frozen food, fresh 

meat. I remember that Fran used to boil ham in her Baby Burco to  sell in the shop it was delicious.  
 
During this time, I set up my own bakery
(Well Bread) and my bread was stocked by
the village shop and The Bull & Swan.  I used
to bake about 500 loaves a week and deliver
to surrounding villages and Elf Foods
Healthfood shop in Loughborough. I never
want to see 5.30am again! I also had a herd of
goats, but that is another story.

15



16 17

In those days we had Johnny Adkin’s cows go past the door twice a day to be milked. 
Little grey Ferguson tractors were a regular sight, and wagons loaded with hay in the Autumn.  
Many women in the village to, supplement their Christmas expenses, helped with potato picking for 
Ian Dakin ready for the winter harvest. Wonderful memories abide of harvest festival when the 
church was decorated with sacks of grain, flowers and produce, and decorative bread.  The Church 
was always packed to capacity for the thanksgiving service. 

In 1995 The Dialogue was born, and we had a monthly printed village voice, long before the 
internet was an integral part of our lives. I played my part in its inception by being the 
Neighbourhood Watch contributor, which was succeeded by various roles as Secretary and 
delivering the magazine, which I still do for Lady Gate. 

Once again, the community has come together for the latest onslaught to our society. Peggy Tudor 
has kindly organised a point of contact for elderly residents' needs, and flyers were distributed 
throughout the village.  Long Whatton shop has come to the rescue providing a lifeline for 
Diseworth by delivering groceries to homes.  It has recently changed hands and I am sure its 
success is assured in the present climate.

I have spoken to many new residents in the village who in the past have just been names in a 
book. It is a great spirit to embrace.  I think we will all have fabulous gardens, a plentiful supply of 
fresh vegetables and clean houses when this is over.

My husband Dave and I literally flew into the village all those years ago when the airport arrived, 
he as a pilot and myself as a stewardess – however – I think it will be our final landing place.  
Fifty years on we are so grateful to still be a part of it. 

San die  Moo re s

The need for social distancing was evident to some before the Government confirmed what many 
already suspected, so the decision to curtail activities at the hall had already been taken before 
the Prime Minister’s announcement on 23rd March. All the weekly classes had already been 
cancelled and events that were planned for the foreseeable future had to be postponed.

We, the committee, took decisions as soon as we could during these unprecedented times and 
tried to relay this as quickly as possible. I am sure that you all realise that the articles you read in 
this, our village magazine, are written almost a month before it is printed and published. Our plans 
for events are made well in advance of that as can usually be seen in the ‘What’s On’ listing that 
usually follows the written report.

The children’s play area is closed; however, the village hall field remains open, we should just 
remind everyone of the need to adhere to the social distancing rules as these are important for 
your own safety as well as that of others.

As I mentioned above some of the planned events may have to be cancelled this year, others 
though we have only postponed. There seemed no point in including a ‘What’s On’ this month as 
any plans can only be considered provisional during this crisis situation.

Holders of tickets for the Murder Mystery were contacted as soon as the decision was taken to 
postpone it, and all have retained their tickets ready for the day we can arrange to put on the 
eagerly awaited performances. All monies paid for tickets have either been returned or
are held in the village hall bank account.

Decisions on the popular Bingo and Quiz Nights will need to be taken later once we know what 
time we have available to organise them in 2020. Our planned ‘Freshers Fair’, designed to 
showcase what goes on in our village has obviously been shelved for the time being and the 
popular Father’s Day Breakfast will almost certainly have to be abandoned this year.

The planned community “Party in the Park” to mark the national VE Day 75th 
Anniversary Celebrations, originally planned for 9th May, has been postponed. It 
was proposed that we move it close to the anniversary of VJ Day, so a 
provisional date of 8th August has been set. The format we had planned will 
remain the same and, in view of our enforced confinement, the hope is that we 
can have a BIG village party by then.

Entry to the event will be free, ‘All That Sass’ will perform songs from the 40s, 
you can bring your own picnic or purchase an afternoon tea from Millie’s Vintage 
Travelling Teapot. You should bring your own drinks as you join in fun and games 
from yesteryear.

You can get more information by contacting the village hall committee on our e-mail 
address; chairman@diseworthhall.com or by telephone on: 

Hall Bookings:         Tel: 0300 800 5000
Event Bookings:       Tel: 0300 800 6000
General Issues:        Tel: 0300 800 7000

You can also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall

 VILLAGE HALL REPORT
In a first for me I am really struggling to write the monthly report on 
behalf of the village hall committee. I usually try to report the success of a 
recent event and tell you about the next exciting thing coming up. The 
Coronavirus has had a dramatic impact on this, on the village hall and, I 
know, on every other aspect of our lives.

The village hall 200 club has had another successful year, please see page 23 for a full update. We 
value your support and would welcome new members. 50% of the proceeds goes to essential village 
hall running/ maintenance costs and 50% is paid in prizes!

Please be assured that we will open the village hall as soon as it is safe to do so.

16 17
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St Michael & All Angels Parish Church

May 2020: Due to COVID-19 the church remains closed at this time.

As soon as we are able to open, services will resume in Diseworth at 9.30am every Sunday.

Each morning at 8.30am there is a livestream Morning Prayer on Facebook (Kegworth and 
Hathern Benefice page).

Every Sunday at 10.30am there is a livestream Holy Communion Service from one of the 
clergy homes also on Facebook (Kegworth and Hathern Benefice page).

The church news sheet is still produced each week – if you do not already receive a copy 
and would  like one, please contact Sue Bird (s_bird02@yahoo.co.uk) and you can be added 
to the mailing list.

 
The food bank box is now situated in
the church porch, so is still available
for use.  Please continue to donate if
you can and share with families who
are especially in need at this time. 
Thank you for all your generous
donations.

 
May 3rd  1st Reading: Acts 2.42-end       
4th Sunday  2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2.19-end
of Easter   Gospel: John 10.1-10

May 10th   1st Reading: Acts 7.55-end
5th Sunday  2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2.2-10 
of Easter   Gospel: John 14.1-14

May 17th   1st Reading: Acts 17.22-31       
6th Sunday  2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3.13-end
of Easter   Gospel: John 14.15-21

May 24th   1st Reading: Acts 1.6-14       
7th Sunday  2nd Reading: 1 Peter 4.12-14,5.6-11 
of Easter   Gospel: John 17.1-11
 May 31st  1st Reading: Acts 2.1-21
Day of   2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13
Pentecost  Gospel: John 20.19-23

lessons- may food banks

As far as we know at the present time, there will be no Coffee Morning or social events at
the church during May.

the window….. however we do it, it is a priority in this new world of isolating. We keep
in touch to find out how people are and we keep in touch to remember who we are, 
where we belong. Reassuringly, just as I am writing this, my neighbour has texted me to 
check I am ok!

What has been particularly cruel with COVID-19 is that in many cases people are 
denied the opportunity to remain in contact with loved ones as they approach death’s 
door. Events turn so quickly, especially if a person goes into hospital, that there is no 
time to linger with last words of love or thanks, of assurance or memories shared. This, 
at its most desperate, reveals our desire to hear and to be heard, to treasure and to be 
treasured.

So, even if your family are driving you up the wall at the moment and you long for 
solitude; even if you feel stranded; even if you are exhausted: listening, laughing, 
reflecting, realising, understanding, speaking, processing, noticing, loving is how we 
make sense together. It is how we are repaired as individuals and as a community. I 
hope you stay in touch.
 

Rev. Louise Corke

 pastoral letter
From where I sit to write this on a sunny April morning I can see my Belton 2020 
calendar of Hidden Gems. Below is today’s photograph (taken by Katherine Smith), a 
telephone kiosk situated in Belton Market Place.  Of course, the telephone within has 
long gone!

And haven’t we moved on since the days of the phone box? With the endless creativity 
of designers and technicians over the years, we now have far more sophisticated (and 
more choice of) ways to stay in touch. What hasn’t changed at all is the act of staying in 
touch. Right now, it is a high priority with the shutdown and physical isolation of our 
communities. We may text, ring, video call, message, zoom, skype, post, wave through
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Back in 1967 when I started my flying
training the political world landscape was
beginning to change with many former
colonies achieving independence and
beginning to grow their own industries and
their own airlines.  To the fore in building
their own National Flag Carrier airlines
were some of the Middle East countries,
now becoming wealthy through their oil
production facilities.  A consequence of this
was that during my time at the London
School of Flying at Elstree many of my
fellow students hailed from that neck of the
woods. 
 
Pretty much all of these chaps either came
from very wealthy families or were
'sponsored' by their national airlines at very
generous levels, or both.  This was all fine
but it wasn't without its own problems. 
Partly this was because English was very
much a second language for these guys and
many of them struggled to grasp and learn
what was necessary to both know and to
pass the necessary written exams,
particularly when it came to the technical
stuff - of which there's quite a lot when it
comes to aviation and aeroplanes.  In fact
very little doesn't have any technical
content.
 
The other bit that was difficult for these
people was that for the first time in their
lives they were outside their own cultural
norms and were exposed to the bright
lights and seeming decadence of what was
becoming an increasingly liberated western
society.  It was like all their Christmases had
come at once. Here they were, immediately
adjacent to all the excesses that London
had to offer, especially to those who had
deep pockets.  And these boys certainly
had those.  And there was no one to hold
them back - no parent, no family and in
short, no censure from anywhere or
anyone.  Our Middle Eastern colleagues
lived high on the hog and to the full.

In short, most of them spent more of their
time driving to and from London's hotspots
in their Ferraris and E-Types than they ever
did studying in the evenings or attending
their lectures.  It was hardly surprising
therefore, that a course that should have
taken no more than a year was taking some
of these students two or three years to
finally finish and qualify.  The school itself
was quite happy with this scenario.  For
them, the constant failures of these high
living playboys merely meant that these
high rollers would simply chuck another
load of money into the school coffers and
pay to re-sit the course and the exams.
 
Another constant irritation for our high
spending friends, ironically, was cash. 
Credit cards and cash machines hadn't yet
been invented and we all, back then, relied
on cash and/or cheque books.  Also, the
banks [the only source of cash] closed at
3.30 pm every day and didn't open at all
over the weekends - how the world moves
on!  These guys drank a lot, they gambled a
lot, they drove lot and they spent a lot.  
 
They were always short of ready cash and if
they hadn't managed to top up supplies on
the Friday before going into London for the
weekend they were pretty miserable
because there was no money to be had
until Monday.  This eventuality would
pretty much curtail their activities for the
following two days - and probably impact
on the profit margins of the Capital's more
seedy, as well as high end, establishments.
 
One of these high rolling and long serving
students encountered this precise problem
on a particular Friday evening.  He wanted
to go into town but he was short of cash,
could I lend him twenty quid?

MY
EXPENSIVE
WATCH

Twenty quid? To his Red Rum sized war chest my pocket was a mere pit pony.  Twenty 
quid was a mountain of money to me and I could no more raise that sort of cash than 
raise the Titanic itself [my weekly food budget then was ten shillings - fifty pence in 
today's language.  OK, money was worth more then but I still had to keep a tight hold 
on my purse strings].  I politely informed my friend that I didn't posses twenty quid, I 
only had ten pounds and I needed that myself.  He went away to find someone else. 
Soon he was back again, there was no one else around to help him out, if I could lend 
him my ten quid he'd pay me back on Monday morning.  I could actually probably have 
scraped by until Monday minus my ten pound note but again I declined.

He was back again a few minutes later with a new proposal.  How would I like to buy 
his watch from him?  The price he was asking was, by coincidence, ten pounds.  Now 
this was a different proposition altogether!  His watch was a Bretling Navitimer, the
'must have' chronometer for any aspiring airman.  These things were in the same 
league as a Rolex or similar and any pilot who was anyone had one strapped to his wrist 
- large, black, its' face full of numbers and smaller dials within.  A Breitling was way out 
of my league and cost more than a good second hand car.  This man must have been 
desperate to get into town to make such a ridiculous offer!  

I couldn't quite believe that he was being serious.  On the other hand who was I to 
look such a gift horse in the mouth?  Almost as fast as Paul Daniels could make a 
playing card vanish during one of his tricks on television my ten pound note was out of 
my pocket, in his hands and he had peeled off his watch and handed it over.  He then 
shot off to London to make whatever assignation he had in mind and I spent my 
evening admiring my new toy and status symbol and wondering how I'd manage next 
week now that I was devoid of any real liquid assets.  So that's the story of how I 
acquired my expensive time piece.

So what happened to my oversized but basement bargain priced piece of bling?  Well, 
nothing is the answer, for several years.  I wore it every day and very useful it was too, 
it not only told the time, it also incorporated a circular slide rule which was very useful 
[no calculators or mobile phones then] and a stop watch, another very handy flying aid.
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Years later I was married and had managed 
to achieve my first command as an airline 
captain so some of our earlier financial 
constraints eased marginally.  I'd always 
had a yen to own a sports car but had never 
really been able to afford one. Now was not 
really that much different but as we'd just 
had a new baby I realised if I didn't get one 
soon then it would never happen, a 
growing family would soon outpace any 
such aspiration. 

So I did the sensible thing and bought a 
Jensen Interceptor.  These were high end 
cars at the time but mine was relatively 
cheap and somewhat second hand. It was 
also fitted with a 7.2 litre American V8 
engine so it was a bit of a 'gas guzzler' to 
boot.  I reasoned that if I did all the 
maintenance myself on this luxury item, 
then its' running costs would be reduced to 
affordable levels. 

One sunny summers' day I was working on 
the car, messing about with the exhaust 
system I think.  Whatever it was for, the 
front end of the car was jacked up and on 
axle stands on our drive and I was lying on 
my back underneath and tinkering away. 
I'd carefully taken off my miniature version 
of Big Ben and put it on the front scuttle of 
the car, between the bonnet and the 
windscreen, to stop it getting scratched 
whilst I worked - a sensible precaution.

Our house was set back from the road, on
the side of a hill and the drive was about
25 yards long up the slope of the hill. As I
lay on my back under the car, parked at the
top of the slope outside our garage, I
watched this pair of legs walk up the drive,
past the car, and on up to the kitchen door
at the side of the house.  No doubt it was
either the postman or the milkman doing
their daily chores.  Thirty seconds or so
later the legs came walking back down from
the house and disappeared into the
distance.  I thought no more about this and
carried on tinkering.

You're already ahead of me!  When I
emerged from my hiding place under the
car, there was no longer any sign of my
watch.  It was gone, vanished, disappeared
and never to be seen again.  I never did find
out who the offending tealeaf was but he
was pretty deft in the way he'd lifted the
item from my bonnet.  Firstly, he did well to
even spot it nestling there amongst the
chrome of the car's windscreen, wipers, etc.
and secondly he did well to take it without
so much as a sound or even a pause in his
gait.  I suspected nothing until way after
the event.

As it was he got an even better bargain
than did I - he didn't even pay a tenner
for his prize.  Today those same watches
are fetching circa £4 grand a pop - and I
didn't even think to make a claim on
my household insurance!

Jim Snee
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Join

Now!

D I S EWOR TH  V I L L AG E  HA L L ' S

200  C LU B

TOWARDS RUNNING
COSTS &  MAINTENANCE
OF THE VILLAGE HALL £ 1 5 3 4

FOR  SU P POR T I NG  TH E  200  C LU B ,  

WE  RA I S E D  A  HUGE

Thank
you

WHAT  I S  T H E  200  C LUB ?

You buy a  number for  £12  annual ly
A lottery  is  drawn EVERY month
£100 ( in  tota l)  pa id  out  EVERY month
Specia l  BONUS draws too!
Contact  sadiedunmore@hotmai l .com to  jo in  
Please  support  the  Vi l lage  Hal l !

 

Due to  the  lockdown,  we are  request ing  BACS transfers ,  contact
sadiedunmore@hotmai l .com for  bank deta i ls  or  send v ia  PayPal
to  the  same address .  Please  quote  the  f irst  l ine  of  your  address
as  the  reference.

PAYMEN T  I S  NOW  DU E
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This is work that can largely be done safely during the coronavirus crisis, as farmers
can minimize any risk by sticking to their own tractor, and the work is done in the open
air, far away from other people. The sale of cattle is still going ahead during the
pandemic, but markets are restricted to buyers only. Farmers unload their own cattle,
but then must leave the market immediately, leaving market staff to pen up the
animals. 

TB testing is still having to be done every six months, or farmers are not able to sell
their cattle. This can be a challenging job to do during normal circumstances, but with
the coronavirus pandemic in full swing, there are other risks to be considered. TB
testing usually involves several people. The vet, the farmer, then workers on the farm,
plus other knowledgeable farmers who can help out. The vet has to inject the cattle,
then three days later, examine the injection sites to check for swelling. Someone has to
log numbers into the vet’s computer to record all the details of the animals, and the
results of the examination of the swellings, or not as the case may be. 

Then there is the movement of the cattle to the cattle crush in their relevant groups,
and back again. Cattle really dislike TB testing, and soon set up a chorus of bawling,
that echoes around the yard. Being prey animals, they quickly exhibit flight and fight
behavior, which makes them a challenge to manage. Fortunately, these days, most
farms have excellent cattle handling systems, but you still need skilled people who
know what they are doing to move the cattle safely through the gates and races,
without incident. Half a tonne of cow in uncontrolled flight, can do a lot of damage to
itself, or anyone in its way. 

Now, everyone helping with TB testing has to also remember to keep 2 metres apart.
Helpers, not resident at the farm, are taking all their own food and drinks with them,
and sitting in their own vehicles at refreshment time. The wearing of disposable plastic
gloves, especially bright orange ones, protects hands, and is an excellent reminder to
all to prevent cross contamination. Farmers are used to unusual challenges, and this is
just one more for them to face. 

ALL GO WITH SPRING SOWING AND TB TESTING UNDER 
CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS

What a difference a month makes! At the end of March, the weather was still cold and 
farmers were looking skywards, hoping for a glimpse of sunshine, rather than cloud and 
rain, and a rise in temperature to dry the soil and warm it up. By early April, the wind 
turned from an icy northerly, to a balmy southerly. The soil in the fields was already 
starting to dry out, thanks to longer daylight hours, and the wind, icy as it was, was 
drying the top of the soil. 

The autumn sowing of crops can be done over many months, but spring sowing has a 
much shorter window of opportunity. Once the soil warms up and starts to dry out, it 
is vital to get a good, fine seedbed worked up, and swiftly drill the seeds into it. We may 
be in April, but the weather forecast has no mention of significant showers. After all that 
rain in the autumn and winter, it seems crazy to be thinking of more, but warm showers 
are exactly what the spring sown crops need, interspaced by sunny spells. 

The fluffed up soil starts to dry out fast, so the germinating seed can quickly become 
parched, and wither and die if it doesn’t get a wetting now and again. Once the roots 
start to burrow down, the plants can cope, as deeper layers of the soil hold moisture 
better. To prevent the soil drying out after the seed is drilled, most farmers roll the 
fields with a heavy roller that compacts the top layer of the soil. Some farmers roll their 
fields twice, once from top to bottom, and then from side to side.

This really packs the soil down on top of the seeds, and helps the moisture permeate 
back up towards the germinating seeds. Because of the risk of some plants dying from 
lack of moisture, or not even germinating, the seeds are sown much more thickly to 
ensure there will be enough plants for a good crop to harvest in the autumn. 

COUNTRY
MATTERS

by Liz
Jarrom
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LEICESTER MERCURY: Saturday 15th January 1842

Hannah S...., Mary B, Hannah O.... and Elizabeth W.... all of
the village of Diseworth and Hannah A....of Shepshed
were jointly charged by Hannah S....of Diseworth with
neglecting to embroider lace pieces entrusted to them by
the complainant as an agent to a firm in Nottingham. Mary
B...., the complainant explained, had had the piece since
November 1840. Mr B.... said on behalf of complainant,
that the agents' employers suffered greatly from the
practice of keeping pieces for so long a time that the
patterns were out of fashion and the value had greatly
reduced. They did not wish to enforce the letter of the law
against the defendants further but secure a return of the
work sent out to them. The defendant was allowed two
weeks to finish the work and pay costs for this hearing.

The Computer Group at the Heritage Centre have been reading through newspaper
cuttings of the mid 1800s. They make interesting reading. A few have been reproduced
here. It is worth noting that some of the local newspapers were printed daily.  Names
have been taken out lest a descendant or two recognise an ancestor!

D i s e w o r t h  i n  t h e  m i d  1 8 0 0 s

NOTTINGHAM REVIEW AND GENERAL ADVERTISER FOR THE MIDLAND COUNTIES: 
Friday 15th October 1847

A few days ago a sad disappointment was experienced by a loving couple at Diseworth. 
They were so far engaged as to agree to take each other for better or for worse. Although 
many a summer's eve and winter sky had witnessed their plighted vows of constancy, yet 
no past enjoyment was equal to that they each so ardently looked forward to- the
'wedding day'. All the preliminaries had been arranged, the day was fixed, the ring was 
bought, the happy guests that were to witness the nuptials were in attendance; the bride 
with sparkling eyes and glowing cheeks stood by the side of one who was to be her hope 
for the future, but alas while every attention had been paid to the dinner and the day, the 
worthy priest had been forgotten. The very man who was to marry them had been called 
away. The parish 'time keeper' showed too plainly the near approach of twelve o'clock. 
They however, kept the day in spite of disappointment and vexation and after giving due 
notice, the following morning found the two made one.

NOTTINGHAM GUARDIAN: Friday 23 October 1846
DISEWORTH- RESTORATION AND RE-OPENING THE CHURCH

This ancient little church, which has been in a dilapidated state for some time, has at last 
undergone a thorough repair, and its supporters may now 'sit under their own vine and fig 
tree' with comfort. The restoration and re-opening sermons, both of which were very 
appropriate, were preached on last Sunday morning by the Rev R Meek, M.A., Rector of 
Sutton Bonington and in the afternoon by the Rev F G Nash M.A vicar of Diseworth. We, 
however, regret to add that as consequence of the unfavourable state of the weather
'many Christians' could not 'by their liberal contributions show their affection for the 
House of God ' as they might and would have done had the weather been more 
favourable. It has been suggested that the expenses incurred should be provided by 
private subscriptions but the parishioners not all agreeing on this point, have now decided 
to levy a ten penny rate to which we understand the church building society will lead with 
their amount of £30.

Marion was born in Isley Walton on 28 May 1925 to Gertrude and Edward Tilson. She 
was the third of four girls born to the Tilsons. Her older sisters were Winnie and Eileen 
and her younger sister was Beryl who came to live in The Bowley in Diseworth.

Edward Tilson, Marion’s father, had fought in WW1, and the wartime cards he sent 
home were treasured by Marion who always kept them on her mantelpiece. After the 
war Edward Tilson worked for JG Shields at Wilson, working on the land with the Shire 
horses. The family moved to 13 Clements Gate, now Tick Tock Cottage, in Diseworth.

Marion attended Castle Donington Council School and when she left school she 
worked as a Land Girl and then at Harlows in Long Whatton. It was there she met 
Matthew; they were married in Diseworth Church and were the first couple to have 
their wedding photos taken at the back of the church. Marion and Matt then lived in 
Griffydam where their daughter Beverley was born. Matt sadly died soon after and 
Marion moved back to her family home in Diseworth.

Marion made many friends in her young days in Diseworth, Rita Adkin lived next door 
and the two girls  attended dances at Castle Donington and Belton. They cycled to the 
dances which was a good excuse if they were late home, they claimed a puncture! She 
was also friendly with Vera Allen and it was at the home of the Allens in Page Lane that 
Marion met Tom Wardle.

Tom and Marion were married and lived in Fox Cottage on Hall Gate. After Susan and 
Jeffry were born the family moved to 5 Clements Gate where Jayne was born. Tom 
worked at Harlows and Marion worked in the village. She became a dinner lady at 
Diseworth School. The family grew up and moved away, but Jayne returned in 1997 
when she purchased the house next door to her parents. It was to prove a beneficial 
move as sadly, Tom died a year later.

Marion War
 

dle was a well known and 
popular resident of the village. She was 
known for her helpfulness and her humour. 
Marion loved flowers and when she could, 
pottered in her garden. She attended whist 
drives run by the Women’s Institute. As she 
grew older she would travel on the 
Community Bus with her sister Beryl and 
friend Maureen Crowe. She loved animals 
and always had a cat and a dog. Her beloved 
dog Buster was near her when she died at 
the Willows in Shepshed on 20th January 
2020.

Marion’s funeral was very well attended by 
her family and the many local residents who 
knew her and loved her. I am very touched 
that the collection raised £125 for Cancer 
Research.

Jayne Wardle

Memories of Mum: Marion Wardle
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LONG WHATTON SHOTOKAN KARATE CLUB
 

Adjusting to challenging times as we celebrate our 1st Birthday!
  
Firstly, and most importantly, the club hopes that everyone is safe and well, and would
like to wish everyone our best wishes during this difficult time. Our last training session
was on 12th March and it was shortly after this that we took the difficult decision to
stop training, looking after the best interests of our students. This was especially tough,
as we were just over a week away from our first grading opportunity of the year. We
know this will have been a huge disappointment for many of our students who have
been training so hard in preparation for the grading. We hope that we will be able to get
back to normal in the coming months so that they can all demonstrate their skills as soon
as possible.
 
We have therefore needed to adjust to the current circumstances and wanted to provide
an alternative way for our students to engage with their karate. We therefore launched a
new page and have started to post a number of video training clips so our students can
continue to practice from home. We have seen a good uptake in the use of these clips
and have had positive feedback from people who were desperate to be able to continue
training. The current context has driven a huge number of innovations and we are
pleased to have contributed with our own. We will continue to post more and more
content for our students so they don’t lose all of their hard work to-date.
 
It was a shame that we couldn’t be together to celebrate, but on 4th April it was the
club’s 1st Birthday! It only feels like yesterday that we first opened our doors. In the past
year, we have grown significantly in number and have had many reasons to celebrate,
including taking a number of complete beginners through their first gradings.
 
On 10th March, it was with great shock and sadness that we were informed of the
passing of Sensei Bob Poynton (8th Dan Black Belt). Sensei Bob was a founder member
and senior instructor of the KUGB (Karate Union of Great Britain). Sensei Ben’s first
grading with the KUGB was under Sensei Bob and he had known him for nearly 20
years. Sensei Bob is pictured above with Sensei Ben in 2018. We will miss him. He was a
wonderful, kind, talented and hugely popular karateka and we have sent our best wishes
to his family.
 
Interested in giving karate a try? Get in touch. Adults, young people and children (min 5
years-old) who would like to learn karate can have access to our online training material
until we are able to train face to face again in the village. Facebook Page @longwhatton
karate, e-mail the club at longwhattonkarate@gmail.com, or contact the club secretary
on 07714335598. In the meantime, look after each other, stay safe and keep finding
ways to keep yourselves fit and healthy while indoors.

LEICESTER JOURNAL: Friday 20th December 1839
LOUGHBOROUGH POLICE REPORT 19th December  1839
 
Before J Dudley, Clerk and G J D B Danvers Esqs - Thomas H.... of Diseworth, labourer,
for using a snare to take game in the parish of Diseworth without having a game licence.
In default of payment 40s and costs he was ordered to be committed for two months. 
Thomas H.... above named further convicted for committing willful damage on land in
the occupation of Joseph U....at Diseworth. In default of payment, 5s and costs further
convicted for one month.                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                       
Joseph W.... reprobate of Diseworth in 1842 spent six months in prison owing to the
fact that he did not have the three pounds to pay his fine. In May Mr. W.... had attacked
his father. He was aggressive towards his friends and family including his sister.
Eventually the constabulary were called and Mr.W.... apprehended and ensconced in the
village lock up. He broke out of there but was retaken the next day in Loughborough,
held in the Loughborough house of detention where. during the night, he again escaped
breaking the lock. He was sentenced to two years and six months. Unfortunately he
reoffended many times and spent much time in prison.

LEICESTER MERCURY: Saturday 13th April 1839
THE SAD CASE OF JANE D....
 
The Leicester Mercury reported that Willy C.... a child of 12 years old was committed  to
the summer assizes. He was accused of setting alight Jane D.... aged 5 yrs, causing her
death, early in April in her own home. It appears that Mrs D.... owed Willy a penny and
he went into their house to collect it because he wanted to buy a pin puppet from the
man from Loughborough. Thomas A .... a frameworker of Diseworth said that on
Thursday between 11 and 12 midday he heard an alarm of fire. He went to  D.... house
and found several women around the open door. On entering he discovered the little girl
on the floor covered with a blue apron he picked her up and laid her on the bed. He
became aware that all her clothes were burnt away leaving only her shoes and socks
Jane told him that Willie C.... had set her alight with a fire stick. Mr A.... left the house
and saw Willie 100 yards along the road and asked him if set fire to her, he replied
that he did not. He returned to the house to confirm that the little girl was sure it was
Willie who set her afire, she; being very sensible, not burnt about the head or face,
concurred. He then returned to Willie, took him in to see Jane, he repeated that he did
not do it. Jane exclaimed that he did! Willie left the room and was found crying in his
own home.
 
Various witnesses were called to give evidence stating that Willie was seen near the
house just before the incident was discovered. First on the scene was Joseph W....  who
actually found little Jane and picking her up she blessed him, asked to be laid on the floor
where because it would be cold. A short time later Jane died and was buried in the
church yard.

C r i m i n a l  A c t i v i t y  i n  D i s e w o r t h :  1 8 0 0 s
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THE AIR AMBULANCE
SERVICE
Did you know that the Air Ambulance
has a retail base in Kegworth? Donate
and drop off your unwanted items with
them. Donations are always needed...
everything accepted including items for
ebay. Parking is right by the drop off.
Pop in or give them a call: 
01509 670989 and find out how you
can help or to find out more about
what they do.
5 Side Ley, Kegworth, DE74 2FJ

Due to the virus, Long

Whatton News will only be

available online for the next

few months. There is a

comprehensive list of

suppliers that will deliver to

Long Whatton and

surrounding areas at:

longwhattonvillage.co.uk

Just a note...
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200

CLUB

JOIN the 200 Club! 
 
Contact:
sadiedunmore@hotmail.com

Will be announced in June!

View The Dialogue online at
www.diseworthvillage.uk
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Due to COVID-19,  al lplanned events aresubject to organisers'notification aboutcancellations due to the
virus.

SAVE
YOUR 

STAMPS
FOR  CANINE  PARTNERS

POST  THROUGH  9  THE

BOWLEY 'S  LETTERBOX

DID YOU
KNOW

You  can  get  del ic ious  hot  food

del ivered  straight  to  your  door?  Phone

Nicola /  Scott  on  01332  810333  to  place

your  order !  Avai lable  Wed -  Sun .

THE
PLOUGH
INN
DISEWORTH

The mobile library visits Diseworth on the
third Thursday of every month. It will visit:
The Bowley from 12.05pm-12.35pm
Clements Gate from 12.40pm-1.20pm
The next visit will be on 21st May
The contact number is 0116 3053565

MOBILE
LIBRARY

I wish to express my very grateful thanks to my friends 
in Diseworth who have phoned, emailed, sent a text 
and shopped for me during this crisis.

Through my age-related designation of being 'At Risk’ I 
like many others in the village are not going anywhere, 
except for that precious, local, walk-out for exercise.
 

Alan Leech

If you have items for the June issue of The Dialogue please give to a committee
member or email to: DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com
There is NO CHARGE to put items into the magazine (except the advertising pages)
Our deadline for the next issue is 7th May 2020

On the grapevine...

Share your stories, news and announcements with the village

Spring 
Lunch

Will now take place

later in the year

 OVER 60 'S
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Friday 27/03/2020

OUR DUTY TO PROTECT: 
Over the coming days and weeks, our policing style remains as one of community
policing. Our preferred style is to ENGAGE, EXPLAIN and ENCOURAGE- then
ENFORCE only when needed.

We will retain a visible presence in neighbourhoods that respects Public Health
England guidance around social distancing.

As part of our approach we have published a public pledge to communicate how we
are going to police these new measures.

To all in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland,

The police have been given new powers to help keep people safe.

As your Chief Constable I would like to make a pledge to you. In return, I ask for your
support.

Every day and night my officers and staff go above and beyond to protect our
communities.

Every officer at Leicestershire Police knows this as our duty- to protect the people
and deal with those who cause harm. We do this by engaging with our communities,
explaining and problem solving, and enforcing the law through action when we must.

In this force’s 180 year history we have never faced a challenge like this.

I pledge that my officers will continue to exercise our duty, as we have always done.
We will protect you. We will engage positively. We will explain. We will be there
when you need help- and we will take action to protect you and others from harm.

I ask for your support in this. Help us to help you. 
Stay at home and together we will save lives.

Simon Cole QPM

CRIME FIGURES: 
https://www.police.uk/leicestershire/NN43/crime/

 
POLICING THE COMMUNITY DURING COVID 19:
Our policing response remains unchanged at the moment, with our frontline officers and
staff out in your community responding to calls for help from the public, working to
solve problems and combat crime.
 
Officers and staff, who, in the face of a fast moving and developing situation, are
committed to doing their duty and protecting the public.
 
We will be there to respond to emergency 999 calls. We will continue to assess what to
prioritise as the impact of coronavirus on local communities, and on our own officers
and staff, develops.
 
We have a plan that reacts to events and helps us to apply common sense judgements;
we may need to scale back some community engagement events to enable us to deal
with more critical emerging issues and we may need to respond differently to minor
anti- social behaviour. We will keep you informed of any changes we are making when
we make them. For instance, some beat surgeries have already been postponed to meet
the guidance about social distancing.
 
It would be helpful to engage with us on line where you can report crime, anti-social
behaviour and road traffic incidents, as well as find out useful information. 

https://www.leics.police.uk/
 
We are asking you to limit your visits to police stations– and to not go at all if you have
any concerning symptoms. 
 
By keeping yourself safe, self-isolating if necessary, and taking precautions over hygiene
and cleanliness, you can help protect the more vulnerable, and those colleagues who are
committed to be out in public, fighting crime and protecting the public.

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE
VALLEY BEAT 

POLICE UPDATE MARCH 2020
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Working with our partners, we will provide a proportionate response to public
concerns around groups or businesses that may be contravening the legislation and
we will identify any areas of continual public concern. In such areas, a policing
presence will be a priority.
 
In situations where encouragement does not succeed, officers will enforce the
legislation outlined above.
 
 “As a force, our message remains clear– stay at home, save lives.”
 
 SCAM WARNING:
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD LINK:
Neighbourhood Link community messaging service
 
Neighbourhood Link is a community messaging service from Leicestershire Police that
provides news and information about policing activity or initiatives, crime prevention
advice as well as major incidents affecting your area.
 
Through this service you can receive messages from your local Neighbourhood
Policing Team, local police or, in the event of a major incident or event affecting the
whole of Leicestershire, from a partnership of agencies known as the Local Resilience
Forum (LRF).
 
In order to receive messages you will need to register your details. This information
will enable us to send you messages relevant to the areas you live and work. Anyone
can register, whether you live, work or travel into Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland. Registration is free and simple to follow.
 

The legislation states that officers in Leicestershire will be able to disperse groups
of more than two people from any public place. Groups of more than two people–
who live in the same household– are permitted

Anyone who refuses to disperse will be given a fixed penalty notice of £60. This
will be lowered to £30 if paid within 14 days

Second time offenders will be issued with a £120 fixed penalty notice. This will
then double on each further repeat offence

Anyone who does not pay a fixed penalty notice under the new regulations could
be taken to court. Magistrates will then be able to impose unlimited fines

Anyone who refuses to comply will be acting unlawfully. This may result in being
arrested, where it is deemed proportionate and necessary. However, the first
instance, police will always apply their common sense and discretion

COVID-19 AND DISPERSALS: WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU 
In light of the coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak, officers from all forces throughout the
UK and Northern Ireland have been granted dispersal powers in order to help ensure
everyone adheres to the social distancing guidance laid out by the Government and
Public Health England.

The powers have been granted under the Health Regulations 2020 and came into
force on Thursday 26 March.

So what does this mean for you– the general public?

Officers from across the force will be working to ensure that people are complying 
with the law.

Over the coming days and weeks, we remain committed to community policing within  
our neighbourhoods. Our preferred style is to engage, explain and encourage – and 
then enforce only when needed.
Our officers will engage, explain and
encourage members of the public in
situations where we believe they may
not be complying with the new
legislation – and this may include
interactions in public places and in vehicles. 
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Sign up to Neighbourhood Link https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/

If you are already registered you can amend your details

Request a reminder if you have forgotten your username or password

You can unsubscribe from the service at any time

Once you have registered you will receive messages via email unless you have
specified otherwise. On some occasions it may be appropriate for messages to be sent
via text messages or voicemail.

Neighbourhood Link is not able to receive messages and you should not use it to
contact the police. In an emergency always dial 999. An emergency is when a crime is
happening, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, someone is injured, being
threatened or in danger.

If you wish to contact Leicestershire Police in other circumstances, for example to
speak to local police or seek advice on police matters, you can call us by dialling 101
on your telephone.

 https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/

BEAT TEAM CONTACTS:

If you need to contact a member of your beat team and the enquiry isn’t urgent then
the easiest way to do this is via Email, you can either do this through the
Leicestershire Police website or on the details below:

PC 819 Steve Harrison – steven.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 
PC 1391 Adrian Coleman – adrian.coleman@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO 6867 Kevin Bradley – kevin.bradley@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO 6178 Nicola Russell – nicola.russell@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk

 
By the time you read this, we will be a
month further on in the coronavirus crisis.
Hopefully, this information is still useful in the
ongoing crisis.
 
Although we are receiving lots of information
from many sources during the crisis, there is
still a lot of fear and mystery about the virus.
Much of the talk is about fighting the virus, as
if it has an agenda, but in fact, scientists do not
class viruses as living things. They can’t
replicate themselves outside the body. The
coronavirus, along with other viruses, is a
packet of genetic information stored in a
capsule. To replicate, it must enter the
respiratory system, and attach itself to a cell. It
then transfers its information to that cell, and
hijacks it, forcing it to produce many more
virus packets. 
 
During this process, the cell dies, and the
escaping viruses spread out to infect more
cells, and on and on, destroying an escalating
number of cells as the virus multiplies in the
body. The things we know that work best to
prevent the spread of the virus, are social
distancing and hand washing. The hand
washing is a complete game changer in
preventing the virus from getting into our
respiratory system, and stopping the transfer
of it to other people. In addition, the
coronavirus is lipid coated, and soap dissolves
this coating. This means that when we wash
our hands thoroughly with soap and water, we
not only wash the virus down the sink, but
shred it into pieces, and wash bits of it, now
completely harmless, clean away. 
 
The warmer weather also has a part to play
in slowing transmission of the virus.
Respiratory viruses thrive in cold weather.

They can only replicate at a slightly lower
temperature than normal body temperature.
When we are breathing in cold winter air, this
lowers the temperature of the respiratory
tract, making ideal conditions for the
replication of the virus. The warmer weather
should help slow the transmission, as our
respiratory systems will be warmer, and
replication of the virus in the cells should be
much lower. 
 
There is no cure for viruses, but our immune
system is a fast learner, and when the immune
system is working perfectly, it is a formidable
force, which can attack and destroy, cancer,
bacterial infections and invasion by viruses,
preventing them from taking hold in the body.
One of the things that helps the immune
system function well is managing stress. When
we are stressed, the body switches off the
immune system to conserve energy that will be
needed to fight off a foe, or run away.
Conversely, feeling relaxed and happy helps
our immune system function well. So, anything
that brings about these beneficial states helps
us to fight off invaders, be they bacteria or
viruses.
 
Laughter and exercise generate endorphins,
which also helps the immune system work
properly. Lastly, but of no less importance, is
our diet. The foods we eat contain various
nutrients such as vitamins, minerals and traces
of other compounds, that are vital for the
optimum functioning of the immune system.
Without these nutrients, the immune system
becomes weaker. Eating natural yogurt gives a
significant, and wide ranging boost to immune
function. Shiitake mushrooms contain an
antiviral substance called lentinan, that
stimulates a strong immune response when the
body is under attack. Garlic has many qualities,
one of which is to help the immune response
fight off viral attack.
 
 

WAYS TO FACE UP TO CORONAVIRUS,
AND BOOST THE IMMUNE SYSTEM TO
BEST HELP THE BODY TACKLE IT

health
page

36 37



38 39

Liz Jarrom

Hi everyone,  
I think, as I'm sure many of you do, that this Diseworth Dialogue issue will be one of the most 
momentous pieces of village history of our time. 

On behalf of Friends of Diseworth School (FODS) I'd like to say "Thank You" for making 
Diseworth great. "Thank you" for taking care and thinking of each other in such 
unprecedented circumstances. 

Our lovely school had to close, like all schools at very short notice for an indefinite time. 
School work was set at record speed and all sorts of arrangements made. Parents have been 
assured that now is a time not to home school. It is an opportunity to nurture our way 
through this situation in whatever ways we can, to get the very best out of our children.

Many of the FODS team are key workers and have been grateful that our village school has 
been able to look after our children whilst we've been at work.

The incidence of Covid 19 will of course inevitably lead to us cancelling or postponing the 
brilliant events that we had planned this spring/summer. Our biggest fundraising event (and 
possibly most exciting day for all involved) - Sports Day, will be rescheduled, the pamper 
evening has been postponed and the Easter bingo evening will have to happen another time 
with or without the chocolate eggs (as Mrs Hills has pointed out that they just may not last
long enough.....!!!). 

However, we will be back, bigger and even better than before! We have every intention to
reunite our school and community. We know the great spirit, dedication 
and fun that we have will shine through and make the FODS future solid. 

Take care all of you. Listen to the official advice and STAY SAFE. 
Sandie Clark- FODS  Chairman

All vegetables containing beta carotene and vitamin C support the
immune system, and enable it to have a more vigorous response.
Think highly coloured fruits and vegetables, such as peppers,
broccoli, carrots, apricots, peaches, sweet potatoes, chard and
beetroots. Eat lots of them. Also, oranges, or orange juice,
tomatoes, cantaloupe melon, kiwi fruit and peas. 

Finally, be sure to eat foods  that are high in zinc. This mineral drives many aspects of immunity, 
including production of antibodies, T cells and other white blood cell activity. People deficient 
in zinc are more prone to succumb to respiratory tract infections and invasions by viruses. 
Zinc can rejuvenate an ageing immune system. People over 65 years old were involved in an 
Italian study where participants were given 15mg of zinc daily. At the end of the study, their 
blood levels of hormones and active T cells had jumped up to a level equivalent to the average 
20-year-old. Seafoods such as oysters and crabmeat contain high levels of zinc, but most 
meat, poultry and fish also contain moderate amounts, along with pumpkin and squash seeds. 
Otherwise, use a high-quality supplement of 15mg per day or lower.

The Parish Council meet on a monthly basis usually the first Thursday alternating between 
LW & Diseworth and you are welcome to attend. Due to government guidance regarding 
social gathering during the Coronavirus pandemic meetings have stopped until further 
notice. Please watch the Parish Council website and Facebook page for updates relating to 
this.

Many of the projects the Parish Council has been working on and towards have been put 
on hold following the Coronavirus outbreak.  Please rest assured these matters have not 
been forgotten and work is on going in the background.  Thank you for your understanding 
and patience at this time. 

Coronavirus
Your Parish Council has been liaising with Castle Donington Volunteer Centre to provide 
shopping where required and organising volunteers to provide this service.  Please keep up 
to date with information relating to this on the Parish Council website www.lwdpc.org.uk. 

Volunteering– We need you!  
You may already be helping your neighbours, but if you would like to register with the 
volunteer centre, they can provide help and guidance enabling us to protect those most 
vulnerable and help you best provide this service.  To volunteer please email
admin@cdvc.org.uk or call 01332 850526.

Need Assistance?
If you are self-isolating, need help or if you are aware of anyone that may be vulnerable and 
in need of assistance please contact the Volunteer Centre on E-mail
admin@CDVC.org.uk or call 01332 850526.  

Dog Waste Bins
The Parish Council has asked for these to be emptied by the contractor.  In the meantime, 
as this is deemed not a necessity please ensure you take your dog waste home with you. 
The black bins are still being emptied.  Thank you for your understanding.  

Community Speed Watch   
We now have lots of volunteers for our community speed watch - thank you!  Although, 
we would always welcome more!  Please email parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk if you’d like to 
volunteer.  

Vehicle Activated Signs
Vehicle Activated Signs have arrived!  The Parish Council will have these installed as soon 
as normality resumes. Thank you for your patience.  

HS2 
As you will have seen the press coverage; a decision has now been made, however, the 
Parish Council has yet to be informed by Leicestershire County Council or North West 
Leicestershire District Council with regard to the timescale’s public communication events. 
For the latest updates please check the following website
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/search/site/hs2. 

Flood Update
There is a Flood Modelling Study being undertaken at present and is due to be complete in 
the Spring. Residents of the Parish are encouraged to continue to provide evidence to 
enhance the Flood Modelling Study. e.g. Drive Way, Public Right of Way, Property– You 
can find the link to the form on the Parish Council website: www.lwdpc.org.uk/report-a-
flood.html please also copy in parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk. 

A review of the study is due to be held remotely on Tuesday 7th April.  In attendance will 
be LCC Flood Dept, Highways, Arcadis, members of the Flood Working Group and Parish 
Council.  There will be an update following the outcome of this review.

PARISH COUNCIL
N E W S
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Help IS available
Everyone has been brilliant in this time of need, helping their neighbours within their community-
please do not feel alone at this time, there is help out there. Your Parish Council has been liaising 
with Castle Donington Volunteer Centre to provide shopping where required and organising 
volunteers to provide this service. 

The Volunteer Centre is a very experienced, registered Charity and has been established for over 
45 years! The Charity is great in volunteering and helping those that need it. 
They already support a diverse range of people, in particular those that are older, disabled or 
infirm and local groups. Therefore, already have the expertise to provide this additional service 
covering the following communities:  Breedon on the Hill, Cavendish Bridge, Castle Donington, 
Diseworth, Hemington, Isley Walton, Lockington, Long Whatton, Sawley Marina, Tonge, Wilson.

Volunteering– We need you!
You may already be helping your neighbours, but if you would like to register with the volunteer 
centre, they can provide help and guidance enabling us to protect those most vulnerable and help 
you best provide this service.  
To volunteer please email admin@cdvc.org.uk or call 01332 850526.

Need Assistance?
If you are self-isolating, need help or if you are aware of anyone that may be vulnerable and in 
need of assistance please contact the Volunteer Centre on E-mail admin@CDVC.org.uk or call 
01332 850526.  

Community Friends Network
Organised by Castle Donington Volunteer Centre and Castle Donington Parish Council.
At this difficult time, it is easy to feel isolated and alone. It is at times like this that our community 
can help to support us all. We have started a Community Friends Network to help us all Chat & 
Check In on each other. If you are feeling isolated or worried and would like a friendly voice to 
chat to on the phone, or you know someone who is vulnerable and alone then please contact 
Chris- email: chrischills@icloud.com

Coronavirus Help

Hi Diseworth, Cyril the fox here.
Well now, what mess have you caused? What’s happened your village is like a church yard 
no one is about and worst of all for you the pub's shut!! Crafty devils still doing “take 
aways” I understand!! I’ve looked on TV about this Corona stuff but I thought that it was a

pop like f izzy orange and the like. Apparently not, it’s Armageddon for you lot if you don’t behave. 
For me it’s great as I can roam more freely, knock off the odd pheasant for my freezer without 
risking shot gun pellets in my arse, so win, win!!

I’ve been thinking how much money you’ll save and how much healthier and quiet the area is with 
no aircraft. If and when you’re back to normal don’t moan because those airplanes will fly, so whilst 
being a bit noisy it will tell those of you with enough savvy a story!! I was reading the Financial 
Times the other day and they were looking at what businesses were likely to take off when this 
unholy mess is sorted so I’ve had a dabble on the markets. One of my sources suggested Marstons 
would be a good bet so I purchased 5 via my broker. Speculate to accumulate I say! Anyway what 
ever you do stay safe and you’ll be around to read my next musing. 
Love Cyril

53

A 
SCHOOLMASTER’S
ADVENTURES IN
AFRICA

P A R T O N E

When I went to see my headmaster to tell
him I wanted to be teacher, he looked me
straight in the eye and said, “It’s a
wonderful occupation but you will not
make any money” How right he was!

Several years later, after the usual less-
than-abstemious journey through college I
entered the world of work. I was on the
bottom rung of the career and the financial
ladder. For the sake of brevity and for the
sake of those who are minded to continue
to read this without falling into a deep
sleep, I will skip forward a few years.

I was 25 years of age and having been in the class-room and gymnasium (quite important that),
cloistered from the real world I was about to make a life-enhancing and adventurous decision. I
applied for and was successful in obtaining a teaching post in Malawi in Central Africa.

I was newly married and my bank had turned down my request for a loan to buy a caravan. The
motive for this was I could escape paying rent on the flat we were living in, over the butchers
shop in Leicester, and live in my investment. Thank goodness that didn’t happen!

Apart from achieving some valuable overseas work experience, my OSAS (Overseas Aid Scheme)
contract ensured that I would double my meagre UK salary and have three years in the sun. I had
been appointed to be in charge of Physical Education at St Andrews School in Blantyre and leave
my current teaching post by Easter 1966.

I suppose this was where my adventures began. No sooner had I resigned my post early in the
new year, I received a letter from The Ministry for Overseas Development, stating that the job in
Malawi was unavailable until August. I informed the MFOD that they created a difficulty for me.
It was resolved by them finding me another job for a term at Chichiri School in Limbe, not far
from where I was to teach later. The school served Asian and African children.

The real adventure however, began when I got off the Underground heading for Victoria tube
station and my wife didn’t. I was just able to shout to her, as the train pulled out, to get off at the
next stop. Phew! she had heard me and we eventually managed to get to Heathrow Airport
without further mishap.
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Ah! but the plot takes a new turn. Our flight to Nairobi, where we were to connect for our 
onward journey, was late arriving, the result of which was that we were to be late flying 
out. This was to have consequences, one of inconvenience, but another was one not 
without a pleasurable spin-off. The delayed flight, having re-fuelled at Benghazi, arrived in 
Nairobi in the afternoon. Our flight to Chileka Airport, in Malawi, had left earlier that 
morning. BOAC were responsible for finding us board and lodgings for our sojourn in the 
interesting city of Nairobi until they could fly us out to Malawi.

We were billeted at the splendid New Stanley Hotel in the city, and thus we began to 
sample a morsel of the good life through no fault or design of our own. Fortunately, I had a 
contact number of a friend of a friend who lived in Nairobi and took advantage of the 
situation that we found ourselves in. We were entertained and taken to places around and 
outside the city. One memorable trip was to the Zoo which was more like a safari park. 
There we met one of its engaging characters. His name was Sebastian. He wasn’t a zoo 
keeper. He was a chimpanzee. He appeared to have an aversion to humans and showed it 
in a most, in his terms I assume, appropriate way. 

Our stay in Nairobi, although memorable, was coming to an end and it was time to move on 
to Malawi but fate had another trick up its sleeve. We left our comfortable hotel for the 
Airport, for the mid-week flight. On arrival we were told that there weren’t any seats.
We returned to the New Stanley for another challenging stretch of high living and 
messages from our expectant Malawi hosts enquiring where on earth had we got to! The 
Red Carpet had been rolled up again for the second time.
                              
Alan Leech

An Irishman walks into a bar in London one lunchtime and orders three
pints of Guinness. He takes them off to a table and starts drinking them, a 
sip at a time from each in sequence. It’s unusual but the barman is busy and doesn’t ask.
But the next day the Irishman comes back at lunchtime and does the same thing. This goes
on for a week before the barman eventually asks, “So, what’s with the three pints?”
The Irishman replies, “Simple. I have a brother back home in Dublin and another in New
York, and we all promised we’d drink like this, as a way of staying close and keeping each
other in mind, y’know.” Which satisfies the barman.

Anyway, the days become weeks and months, the Irishman becomes a regular, everyone
knows and loves him. The ritual becomes a part of the pub’s folklore. One lunchtime the
Irishman comes in and orders two pints of Guinness. 
Silence descends on the pub as he takes the two pints to his table.  

The barman, awkward as anything but
feeling like he has to say something, comes
over to the Irishman and says,
 “Er, listen, Paddy, I just wanted to say I –
well, we – we’re all so sorry for your loss,
and, er, if there’s anything we can do to,
you know, help or anything…..”
The Irishman looks up at the barman, his
face a mask of incomprehension – and
suddenly, understanding hits him and he
starts laughing.
“What? You thought – aw come on man, it’s
nothing like that! I just quit drinking!”

Traveller's Tales
BY ALISON EVANS

Those of you who know us are aware that
our passion is to travel and we are lucky to
have been able to do so.  Quite some years
ago, Sue Roberts tried to encourage us to
complete a listing of places we had visited to
help her plan possible itineraries for after
Graham's retirement.  More recently, Jim
Snee told me I should write down some of
our adventures and publish them in The
Dialogue.  So, due to the current
circumstances, I am finally putting pen to
paper.
 

Our holidays could hardly be described as
'holidays' if a holiday means rest and
relaxation, swimming, sunbathing or golf. 

On many occasions plans run like clockwork
but when travelling in the developing world,
in particular, you need to be open minded
and adapt to unforeseen circumstances. 
Other cultures have very different
perceptions of time keeping and urgency.
 

Opportunities to visit more distant lands
opened up in 1995 when we had packed
both boys off to uni so were able to travel
during term times.  That October we
embarked on our first of many visits to India:
a three and a half week train trip from North
Rajasthan to West Bengal.  Bob had planned
the tour meticulously booking hotels and
tours by phone and fax (it was pre-internet). 
He loves maps, timetables and travel guides,
of which we have a mini library.
 

The culture shock on arrival in Delhi
assaulted all the senses and we had a couple
of days to explore the usual sights.  In Old
Delhi crowds pressed past through the
narrow alleys.  There was a riot of colour
from the market stalls and elegant women in
beautiful saris.

Indeed, we return from our 'holidays' to
recuperate. We love people and cultures,
new foods, all aspects of natural history and
historical sites.  We possess two 'bibles' –
The World Weather Guide' (so you avoid
visiting an area when it's cheap because it's
the monsoon or peak cyclone season) and
'World Heritage Sites' and now, since the
advent of the internet, we can spend hours
planning the next adventure.  
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Throughout our numerous station transfers porters rushed to Bob touting to carry his
bags.  None came near me– ever!!  I resolved that the first porter to approach me to carry
my bag would be rewarded handsomely, in the knowledge that, even if I staggered off a
train with all of our bags, it would never happen.  After all, women are beasts of burden and
occupy third place in the hierarchy after men and cattle. (Things improved on more recent
trips as porters now realise women also have money.)
 

But the great thing about Indian trains is meeting the people. Leaving Delhi we boarded the
overnight Kalka Mail, heading north  The well-dressed lady in our carriage was the wife of a
senior Indian army officer. She was a lecturer in Geography who had been offered a lecture
tour to Russia.

 
Different sounds surrounded us and there were smells from a pot pourri of spices required
to mask the odours of the gutter.  This contrasted with the wide open avenues of Lutyens
New Delhi.
 

We had an India Rail Pass so our first morning was spent queuing to confirm our train
reservations for the entire trip.  Indian bureaucracy is unbelievably complex but they had
good tutors!  Train reservations are pasted outside each carriage listing the names, sex and
age of the passengers.  The 'facilities' on British trains may not be wonderful but in India
you need to get in and out as soon as possible.  Our journeys were long and sometimes
overnight so there was no hope of crossing one's legs until we disembarked.  Station
waiting rooms were non-discriminatory; rats seemed to prefer scurrying around the first
class ladies' waiting room!
 

Catering was interesting. You either took food with you, bought through the window while
passing through the many stations or enjoyed the on-board catering facilities.  We
inspected a catering wagon- boiling oil sloshed in a huge vat as the train jerked from side to
side.  At least that meant the fried food was safe to eat!

She clearly needed to unburden her
disappointment that her husband would not
allow her to go.  She had to look after him,
although she didn't as he had a batman and
their two children were away at boarding
school! This was one of many occasions I was
glad to have been born in the Western world.
 
From Kalka we transferred to a railcar 
destined for Shimla, the hill town used by the
Victorians as their summer enclave when the
heat of the central Indian plains became
unbearable. We met an American lady who
enquired how we had managed to obtain the
front seat reservations– Bob had pre-booked
them, of course.  On arrival in Shimla we
made our way to our hotel, Chapslee House, 

the former summer home of the late
Honourable Raja Gharanjit Singh and where
the declaration of the first war against
Afghanistan was signed. We entered a
bygone era and were greeted by a uniformed
young man with a pill box hat and white
gloves holding a silver tray with a letter.  It
was from the current Raja apologising for not
greeting us personally as he had been called
to Delhi for a funeral.  We settled into the
luxury suite- faded grandeur. The bed was
enormous- 8ft with a brass bedstead.  The
room we occupied featured on one of the
BBC's travel programmes several years later
with Pauline Quirke drinking 'bed tea' just as
we had.
 

The next day we explored Shimla and at Wild
Flower Hall came across the American lady
again.  She was intrigued to hear about our
hotel so we suggested she should come back
with us for afternoon tea.  As we sat in the
morning room drinking tea, an elderly British
lady and her son arrived and joined us.
 

She had been born in Shimla in the days of
the Raj and was now in her 80's. Her father
had been a British officer.  Her son was
accompanying his mother to revisit the
places of her youth.  She described the
Victorian era, the army life and what Shimla
was like when there were only three cars.  It
was fascinating.  Her son told us she had
never talked about her childhood in such
detail before. Memories were clearly flooding
back to her.

An Indian gentleman entered the room; the
Raja, and she shrieked out, 'Oh Reggie'. She
had known him as a child.  He immediately
clapped his hands and gave orders. Our tea
was cleared away and the finest china and
cakes were brought in.  The gob-smacked
look on the American lady's face was
priceless!
 

We moved on from Shimla to Jaipur, the Pink
City, where we visited the usual tourist sights
– the Jantar Mantar, an observatory with
huge stone astronomical measuring devices,
the magnificent City Palace and the 'Palace of
the Winds' as well as travelling out to Amber
Fort and Palace which we entered on
elephant back.  Jaipur's hotel was the
Samode Haveli where Bob had booked the
honeymoon suite.  We were not on our
honeymoon but an amusing incident
followed.  The archways, walls and all the
nooks and crannies in the room were
decorated with beautiful mosaics of tiny
coloured mirrors.  Bob wanted to get a
clearer photo of the decorations at the back
of the bed but as we attempted to move it, it
collapsed. Sheepishly, we went down to
reception to ask for it to be mended but
were too embarrassed to tell them what had
actually happened.  A carpenter was sent up
and it was soon fixed.
 

Part II to follow.  A second meeting with the
elderly lady and a magical, unforgettable
experience in Agra.
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Jen loved mohair.  Her dream was to
create beautiful garments using the finest
wool she could find. Everywhere she
travelled Jen would seek out the wool and
bring it home with her to use on her
dream.  Alas, it remained a dream that she
would start ‘one day’ as, like so many of
us, Jen was never quite ready to begin and
with the onset of illness came the
realisation that she would never use the
wool. 
 
Fortunately, Jen decided to give her
collection of wool to her sister-in-law
Jackie Quinton, here in Diseworth, who
she knew would turn it into the knitwear
Jen loved.  As Jackie said, “The wool was
just too beautiful not to use and so I
started knitting again.”  You see, Jackie
had knitted all her life and as soon as she
saw the wool, designs filled her
imagination.
 
Let me give you some background here. 
After leaving Loughborough High School,
Jackie completed a dress design course at
Loughborough College of Art.  On
graduation Jackie worked for Wolsey in
Leicester and later for Mary Harnes of
Aldgate which honed her design skills and
gave her a great insight into the world of
ladies’ fashion.
 
Jackie gave up work when she married
Hedley and later as the mother of six
children, three her own, one adopted and
two fostered, they needed to supplement 
 

their income, so Jackie did what she knew
and started to knit.
 
They gambled big and spent £40 on
Mohair wool.  Jackie knitted four sweaters
which she sold for £80 and this was
reinvested in wool to produce another
eight sweaters.  Jackie spent a lot of time
walking around boutiques trying to sell her
clothing and managed, eventually, to sell
all eight to one shop and to this day Jackie
thinks the lady “felt sorry for her.”  The
business was growing slowly, and Jackie
enlisted the help of a few local women to
help with the knitting, but she still
dreamed of making a bigger splash in the
fashion world.
 
London Fashion Week was approaching
and Hedley suggested it was a great
opportunity to look for future markets and
she would, no doubt, enjoy seeing all that
was new for the season.  So, Jackie had a
day trip to London and whilst enjoying the
stalls and displays was stopped by a man
who admired the sweater she wore.  This
was fashion export agent John Wray who
was delighted when Jackie explained that
it was her own creation and he offered to
look at her range “The next time she was
up in town.”  At this point Jackie
was wearing her entire range!
 
On return to Castle Donington, Jackie and
her team quickly got to work and, seizing
the moment, Jackie returned to London
the following week to knock on John’s
door in Oxford Street.
 

A  T A L E  O F

T W O  K N I T T E R S

B Y  D A V I D  F E N N Y

John liked what he saw and introduced Jackie to Mr
Funahashi who owned fashion shops in Japan.  So impressed
was Mr Funahashi that he bought her whole stock and put in
an order for more. The Japanese ladies loved Jackie’s designs
and business blossomed.  By 1984 Jackie had 40 women
working for her.  
 
The production process was kept as simple as possible. The
garments were knitted using plain stocking stitch, and the
shapes simple, which allowed for rapid production of a whole
range of designs.  The impact came from the beautiful yarns
used, the vivid colours and the embellishments using ribbons,
bows, pompoms and sparkle. 
 
Inevitably fashions change and bespoke hand knitwear fell
victim to the desire for machine knitted garments.  Whilst
Jackie tried a machine for a while, it gave her no satisfaction
and her heart wasn’t in it and so she changed to a different
career.
 
Fast forward to autumn 2019 and the arrival of the beautiful
yarns from Jen crying out to be used.  Jackie set to work, or
should I say pleasure, designing and knitting a new range of
knitwear. 
 
In January we did a photoshoot of the garments, in Diseworth
Village Hall, modelled by Jackie’s’ daughter-in-law Yvette
which was great fun. This has been a great experience
for Jackie using her expertise and flair to produce these
garments with great skill and love and I have enjoyed being
able to share her story.
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23-25 Borough Street, Castle Donington, 
Derby, Derbyshire, DE74 2LA

Telephone: 01332 811333
Fax: 01332 850070
Email: ask@marbleproperty.co.uk
Web: www.marbleproperty.co.uk

We Specialise in 
Selling & Letting 

Homes Where 
You Are...A Dog First Aid course, well attended by folk from the village and 

from outside, was held at the Village Hall on Saturday March 14th. 
This proved to be both interesting and informative. The class were 
instructed in how to examine a dog, spot the tell-tale signs of 
possible problems, administer emergency CPR, and much more. Sadly, 
no one was able to resuscitate Cassie, the practice dummy dog, 
although everyone felt more confident by the end in dealing with a 
host of canine issues, including Isabelle and Beau, two well-informed 
9 year-old participants. This was a most worthwhile course and 
sincere thanks go to Debbie Ward, our knowledgeable and 
encouraging tutor.

Dog First Aid Course

48

Independent Wine & Spirit Merchants
A selection of wines, spirits and craft beers, many of which are not available locally.

Weekly tasting events so you can try before you buy.
A wine club offering member benefits.

We believe everyone should have access
to amazing wines locally

Honest Approach | Good Wines | Honest Passion

Karl & Debbie
07970 122501 / 01332 811542

19 Borough Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2LA
www.thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk
info@thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk
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Using the Latest Pure Water Pole Fed Cleaning Systems
Windows, Conservatories, Solar Panels, Soffits,

Fascias, Gutter emptying & cleaning.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Now serving all Soar Valley Areas – no building too small or too big!
Especially suitable for hard to reach areas and restricted access a speciality.

Call today for your free no obligation quote

01509 503389 or
0744 356 2275

www.jds-cleaning.co.uk
“We reach where you can't!”

JDS Window and uPVC cleaning

TOTAL BEAUTY
CHERIE  SISSON

07976 758632

9 Grimesgate ,  

Diseworth ,  

DE74 2QD

 

Offering ladies a tranquil

experience to relax and unwind .

Easy parking

 

TREATMENTS
Massage

Dermalogical Facials

Waxing

Hopi Ear Candles

Eyebrow Shaping

Lash Extensions

Bio Sculpture Gel

Manicures

 

GIFT  VOUCHERS  NOW  AVAILABLE

BABYSITTING
Reliable 19 year old, with First Aid certificate,

available for babysitting during university
holidays. Please call Isobel Smithies on: 

01332 853401 or 07930 665541

Isobel's Grandma offers her services
for babysitting, ironing, sewing &

mending at reasonable rates. 
Call Carol on: 

01332 864910 (Melbourne)

AT YOUR
SERVICE

THE GREEN 

VILLAGE FARM

POTATOES Large & small bags
EGGS

Phone 01332 810858

DRY CLEANING SERVICE
Door to door service now offered by

SCORCHERS- your local ironing service
Phone Julie on: 

01332 853457 or 07973 354695

BABYSITTING, IRONING, SEWINGIRONING
Pick up and delivery to Diseworth

& the surrounding area.
Phone Julie at SCORCHERS on:
01332 853457 or 07973 354695
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The Royal Oak,
26 The Green, Long Whatton, Leicestershire.

www.theroyaloaklongwhatton.co.uk
01509 843694

 

Open for lunch 
Monday – Saturday 12.00 – 2.30 & 

Sunday 12.00 – 4.00

Early Doors menu 
Monday – Friday 5.30 – 6.30

A la carte menu 
Monday – Saturday 6.30 – 9.00

Please call to book a table 

or a room for visiting family

01509 843694

Made Your Will Yet?
Your Will in the Privacy and
Comfort of your Own Home

£49.95 VAT (£59.94)

Phone Today for a FREE INFO PACK

0115 871 2755
24 hours / 7 days a week  -  Power of Attorney  -  Will Storage
Inheritance Tax Wills  -  Children’s Trusts  -  Funeral Plans

Home Protection Trust

Tim & Ann Pentz
Preparing wills for over 13 years in this area

JOHN SMITH (MELBOURNE) LTD
Approved Coal & Smokeless Fuel Merchants

We supply a range of  fuels for all types of appliances 
also  Logs, Kindling and Coal Bunkers

Prompt deliveries at competitive prices

Pre-packed sales from our yard at 
Bog Lane

The Common
Melbourne

Derbys
Telephone 01332 862744
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W H E N :

NEW
DATE

V E  D A Y
7 5  Y EAR

ANN I V E R SAR Y

WHA T :

I N  ADV ER S E  WEATHER ,  T H E  HA L L  W I L L

HO S T  T H E  EN T E R T A I NMEN T

PROVISIONAL  DATE

Sat  8th  Aug ,  2-6pm

Diseworth  Village  Hall

All  That  Sass

Picnic in the park

W H E R E :

D I S EWOR TH  V I L L A G E  HA L L  P R E S EN T S . . .
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Mill ie 's  Vintage  Travell ing

Teapot-  cream  teas  can  be

purchased
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James E Fletcher
Fine Furniture
Quality Joinery

Orchard Workshop 
18 Clements Gate

Diseworth
Telephone Derby 850882  Evenings 811143

Kitchens, Bedrooms, English Oak & Mahogany Furniture
made to order.

Coffee Mornings
AT THE HERITAGE CENTRE ARE POSTPONED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Lawn mowers, 
garden machinery             

& small plant 
Servicing, Repairs & Sales 

                                                 

All work guaranteed 

 

                                    

CALL DAVE:

                                               

 

07831645227
01332 810906

 

Est: 1984 

 

OR  CALL

0300  800  2000

ADVERTISE

I N  T H E  D I A L O G U E

P LEASE  CONTACT  SHARON

Dia l ogue .adve r t i s i ng243@gma i l .com

P R I C E S  F O R  A
Y E A R ’ S

A D V E R T I S I N G :  

P A G E
 

C O L O U R  M O N O  

F U L L

H A L F

Q U A R T E R  

£ 1 9 5

£ 1 1 0

£ 6 0  

£ 1 2 0

£ 7 0

£ 4 0  
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Local 
Self Storage
Open 7am to 8pm 

~ Every Day ~

1 Mile From Diseworth

www.wagtailstorage.co.uk
Tel: 01530 222179

Available at

and

Red Lion & AnchorKegworth

Royal OakLong Whatton
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SOLUTIONS 
PEST CONTROL 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED – PROMPT, RELIABLE 
AND SAME DAY CALL OUT 

 

ALL DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL  
&  AGRICULTURAL PESTS  

PREVENTED AND TREATED 
 

CALL RICHARD NOW ON 
07812 024973 OR 01509 852919 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  

EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK          

WWW.SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK 

 
 

  

MMaannoorr  OOrrggaanniicc  FFaarrmm  SShhoopp 

Your local farm shop providing the very best in local, organic 
food that you know you can trust. 

Organic Longhorn beef and organic pedigree lamb from here on 
the farm keeping food miles to a minimum.   

Carefully selected organic free range chicken and pork as well as 
our own recipe sausages and burgers made naturally and free from 

additives and preservatives. 
On site organic bakery producing the very best in sweet & 

savoury treats freshly every day the shop is open. 
OOuurr  sshhoopp  iiss  ooppeenn  eevveerryy  wweeeekk;;  
WWeeddnneessddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1177..3300  

  TThhuurrssddaayy  &&  FFrriiddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1188..0000  
SSaattuurrddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1166..3300  

Manor Organic Farm, Main Street.  LE12 5DF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IS YOUR CHIMNEY CLEAN AND SAFE? 
ARE YOU INSURED? 

    SOLUTIONS 
     Chimney sweep 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED 
FOR A PROFESSIONAL &  RELIABLE  SERVICE 

CERTIFICATE OF SWEEPING ISSUED FOR HOUSE INSURANCE 

 
CALL RICHARD NOW ON 07812 024973 
 OR 01509 852919 to book a sweep 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  
EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK          
WWW.SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 
 
 
   
 
          

 

Love your feet...... I do
  
                                           

Gill Burrage DPodM - Visiting Podiatrist 

Registered with the Health & Care Professions Council and 
Member of The Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists

To arrange an appointment please contact me by email 
gillburragepodiatry@hotmail.com  or phone 07484856263
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Covering Castle Donington,
Diseworth, Long Whatton, Kegworth,
Sutton Bonington, Hathern, Belton,

Loughborough, Shepshed and
surrounding areas

Kiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels

Tel: 01455 697517
01788 833561
sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.cosyfirelogs.co.uk

KILN DRIED LOGS FOR SALEKiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels
e: sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk • Tel: 01455 697517 or  01788 833561
www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk or www.cosyfi relogs.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL • SMOKELESS FUEL • KINDLING ETC.

OUR 1m3

CRATE = 2 
BUILDER’S 

BAGS

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL
SMOKELESS FUEL•KINDLING ETC

CCTV Systems
Installed

Paul Gretton
Interior and Exterior Decorator

Domestic and Commercial

Quality 
Time Served Decorator with 

30 years experience

For a Free Estimate 
Phone 01332 810974

Mobile 07879 818599

27 The Green,    Diseworth

Ballet classes at 
Lockington and 

Diseworth Village Halls

Baby beginners and children’s 
ballet classes are held at 
Lockington Village Hall every 
Saturday.
Classes up to Grade 6/Senior 
Certificate. Beginners welcomed. 
Pointe work included at senior level.  Small classes 
to develop confidence and enjoyment through dance 
and story telling styled movements. 

Adult beginners and up to elementary level 
Wednesdays Diseworth Village Hall
7pm -8pm  Elementary
8pm -8.45pm Beginners/refreshers

Please contact for class starting dates each term.

Website: Claudette Caven Dance.
Claudette Caven, AISTD, Advanced Cecchetti 
Ballet, Modern & Advanced Character.
01509 672702  - email
claudettecavenhenrys@hotmail.co.uk

Wired Wright
All your 

Electrical Installation
And Repair needs

By Time Served 
Electrician

Mobile:07753 696430
Evenings: 01509 674977 

Email: martin@wiredwright.co.uk
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Web design - from £750
e-Commerce sites - from £1200

Hosting - £15 a month
Domains - from £15

SEO - from £300 a month *

* all prices are subject to VAT

MEET Eat DRINK Sleep
in our cosy countryside pub

Private dining room available for parties up to 30
5 lovely bedrooms for late night revellers!

Belton, Leicestershire

Get in touch
2 Long Street, Belton,  

Loughborough LE12 9TP
enquiries@queensheadbelton.co.uk

01530 222359   queensheadbelton.co.uk

Opening Hours
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 5.00 - 11.00 pm

Thursday 12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00 pm
Friday 12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 12.00 pm

Saturday 12.00 - 12.00 am 
Sunday 12.00 - 10.00 pm
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FU L L Y  I N SURED  AND  C I T Y  &  GU I LD S  QUAL I F I ED

 

S IMP L E  BATH  AND  DRY  TO  A  FU L L  GROOM

 

I N T RODUCE  YOUR  PUPPY  TO  THE  GROOM ING

SA LON  ENV I RONMENT  BY  BOOK ING  THEM  I N  FOR

THE I R  F I R S T  BATH  AND  DRY

 

WE  CAN  COL L EC T  AND  RE TURN  YOUR  DOG ( S )  I N

OUR  FU L L Y  I N SURED ,  FU L L Y  EQU I P PED  K9  TAX I

 

WALK I NG ,  DAYCARE  AND  BOARD ING  ARRANGED

@diseworth  

PROFESSIONAL DOG
GROOMING

07392 774040

GLAMOUR
PAWS K9

 
Heating Specialists

 

Plumbers

 

Natural &  LPG Gas Engineers

0800 3345494
07973 538659

enquiries@heatserve-mes.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

24 HOUR CALL OUT

67
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Offering a range of services for all your property needs; 

Loft conversions & Extensions, Kitchens & Bathrooms, Landscaping,  
Decorating, Maintenance & Repairs.  

 
Quality & Value at the heart of everything we do. 

 
Contact us now for your free, no obligation quote. 

 
Tel. 07866553053 

www.goldfinchdevelopments.com 
e-mail: dansnee@goldfinchdevelopments.com 

Friendship Centre 
Long Whatton

LE12 5DF

DEVELOPING 
ALL ROUND

ATHLETIC FITNESS

Mondays  1830 -1930
Tuesdays  0930 -1030
Thursdays 1830 -1930
Saturdays  0800 - 0900

Led by Olympian and
Coach Julie Dodoo

and GB International
Long jumper
Dan Bramble

FitCamp

FITCAMP IS POSTPONED

DURING UK LOCKDOWN

CERTAS
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 

BI FOLD DOORS
CONSERVATORIES 

UPVC REPAIRS
FOGGY UNITS REPLACED

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS
TEL: 01509 231641 • FAX: 01509 210209

EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK • WEB: WWW.ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK
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Access Gained

Lock Fitting/Replacements
Lock Repairs

Master Suites

Mobile Key Cutting

24 Hour Call Out

Contact us today for your free quotation!

077792 87375 0r
01332 410060

Ashley@aalocksmiths-em.co.uk
www.aalocksmiths-em.co.uk

We supply and install:
CCTV Systems

Grade 2 Insurance Approved 
Property Alarms

Emergency Boarding

Double Glazed Glass Units 
Replaced

Contact us today for your free 
quotation!

077792 87375 or
01332 410060

VEHICLE MOTS, MAINTENANCE,
SERVICING & REPAIRS

ALLEN ’S  AUTOCARE  LTD

Unit 4 Bonington Complex

10 Trent Lane 

Castle Donington

Derby

DE74 2PY

MOTS FROM £36 (CLASS 4,5,7)
SERVICING FROM £99

CALL IN TO SEE US OR RING FOR A
COMPETITIVE PRICE: 01332 812922

 TYRES, EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, WELDING, BRAKES, SUSPENSION, 
CLUTCH REPLACEMENT, GEARBOX ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS,

ENGINE MANAGEMENT, FLEET MAINTENANCE, WHEEL ALIGNMENT ,
WHEEL BALANCING & WARRANTY WORK
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Open times 
7.30am - 6.00pm 
Monday to Friday

Teacher led quality day care for children from 12 weeks to 
5 years in a stimulating environment where learning is fun.

• Teacher led pre school for children 3 1/2 - 5 years.
• Holiday clubs for children 4 - 11 years.

01332 862 188
melbourne@scallywagsnursery.com

Castle Lane, Melbourne, Derby DE73 8EJ

01332 705 070
chellaston@scallywagsnursery.com

Rowallan Way, Chellaston, Derby DE73 5WX


