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Director
Ian Meredith

Here at CIM Associates UK Ltd, we provide a wide range of fully
accredited CIM Cleaning Technology Training courses.

BIO HAZARD

CROSS CONTAMINATION

AND SANITISATION

CLEANING TRAINING COURSES
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WASHROOM FACILITIES

CLEANING

GRAFFITI REMOVAL

CALL US

01509 214357

email-Info@cim-associates.com

web-cim-associates.com

Regular courses are held at our Loughborough HQ, we can also offer
training on site. For the full range of course see our website or call Ian for
details
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THE PLOUGH INN

for good food and beer
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TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB

 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY

12 noon - 3pm

5pm - 9pm

Menus available online 
www.theploughdiseworth.com

33 Hall Gate, Diseworth,
Derbyshire,DE74 2QJ

01332 810333

TAKE AWAY

& DELIVERY

NOW AVAILABLE

30% OFF HOME 
INSURANCE IF YOU 
HAVEN’T CLAIMED 
IN 4 YEARS
And if you come to claim, there are no forms 
and no quibbles.
You won’t find us on comparison sites.
For a home insurance quote call us on 01530 412272 
or pop in and speak to us.

No Claims Discount applies to NFU Mutual Standard Home Insurance.
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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Access Gained

Lock Fitting/Replacements
Lock Repairs

Master Suites

Mobile Key Cutting

24 Hour Call Out

Contact us today for your free quotation!

077792 87375 0r
01332 410060

Ashley@aalocksmiths-em.co.uk
www.aalocksmiths-em.co.uk

We supply and install:
CCTV Systems

Grade 2 Insurance Approved 
Property Alarms

Emergency Boarding

Double Glazed Glass Units 
Replaced

Contact us today for your free 
quotation!

077792 87375 or
01332 410060
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CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES

0115 878 0637 - 07411 082 636
www.happyhearth.co.uk

MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS

James Hallam
plumbing and heating

07759 289305

All Plumbing Repairs
Bathroom Installations
Boiler Installation & Repairs
Boiler Services
Burst Pipes, Leaks and Taps

Central Heating Systems
Installation & Repairs

For Free quotation
and advice call:

KEGWORTH BASED

M & M Properties
For all your Building,
Plumbing & Heating 

requirements
Log Burner installation

 
Qualified plumbers Gas safe and Hetas 

registered, builders, electricians for any jobs

We are now in a position to offer qualified plumber &   
 heating engineers who are gas safe and Hetas registered, 
builders, electricians and joiners no job to small.

We offer the full service under one roof from the 
architect’s drawings to the finished article, No need to 
worry about tradesman we can make sure they are there 
on time and do the job required.

We offer a full project management service to take the 
stress and worry out of the job in hand.

If it’s a new build or a bathroom/kitchen installation give 
us a call for a free no obligation quote.

Don’t forget our gas engineer is at the ready to service 
those boilers, gas fires and cookers.

• All building works (no matter how small) –   
 Fully managed
• Bathroom/Kitchen installations
• Central heating systems
• Boiler repairs/replacements
• Tiling & Joinery
• All electrical works: re-wires to plug swaps
• Fully insured

A COMPLETE SERVICE UNDER ONE ROOF 
BY FULLY QUALIFIED WORKMEN

For any further information or advice 
please contact

Mike or Mitzi on 01332 818784/ 07703 464564
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DON’T LET YOUR HOLIDAY 
DREAMS BE SHATTERED

You may be planning the holiday of a lifetime or 
a well-earned luxury break; perhaps a significant 
birthday or anniversary, a wedding or renewal of 
vows. Whatever the occasion, a substantial sum of 
money may be involved.

Are you going to trust a faceless internet business 
whose offices may not even be in the UK or an 
Agency who is likely to switch you to their own 
brand? With them you could just be a number 
served by an inexperienced person who may only 
care about making a sale?

Tales of gross negligence, bad advice, incorrect 
matching of client needs are commonplace in our 
industry.

A far better alternative and one that will 
safeguard your monetary value and give you 
complete piece of mind, would be to come and 
have a completely free and detailed consultation 
with one of our many experienced staff here at 
Villair Travel. From the moment we first meet 
you to the time you return from your 
unforgettable bespoke holiday, our guidance and 
knowledge will maximise your experiences and 
enjoyment.  
 
We leave nothing to chance; please read the 
testimonials on our website.

Let us inspire you and create memories to last a 
lifetime.

VILLAIR TRAVEL

Villair Travel
1 Bath Street Corner

Ashby de la Zouch
Leicestershire LE65 2FH  

Tel: 01530 413055      ABTA 28805www.villair.com

Parish Council
The role of your Parish Council includes safeguarding the amenities of the village, including 
highways, lighting, drainage, road signs and planning matters. Current planning matters are 
available for inspection by arrangement with the Parish Clerk:  
Samantha Lockwood,  38 Barroon, Castle Donington, DE74 2PE.   Telephone:  07934 874739  
parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk          longwhattonanddiseworth.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/

If you wish to discuss any matters of concern, please contact your Parish Councillors:
Chair: 
Sue Roberts,  Chapel Farm, Hall Gate, Diseworth DE74 2QJ  01332 810813
Diseworth Ward. E-mail: suer53@outlook.com 
Vice Chair: 
Penny de Kock
Long Whatton Ward. E-mail: pennydekock29@gmail.com  
Councillors:
David Bamford,  43 The Woodcroft, Diseworth DE74 2QT   07802 817691
Diseworth Ward. E-mail: drbamfordpc@gmail.com
Mike West
Long Whatton Ward. E-mail: parishcouncil@lwdpc.org 
Ann Hawtin
Diseworth Ward. E-mail: ann.hawtin.lwdpc@gmail.com
 
Parish Council meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month, alternately 
at Diseworth and Long Whatton.  Please see the Notice Boards or ask the Parish Clerk for 
current information or to make general enquiries about the Parish Council.

Neighbourhood Watch Contacts
Co-ordinators:

Sandie Moores, contact for Lady Gate 01332 812629     moores.yesteryear@gmail.com

Diseworth Village Community Facebook Group
     facebook.com/groups/diseworth

Diseworth Heritage Centre   diseworthcentre.org
Centre Bookings and Enquiries       01332 850631  info@diseworthcentre.org

Diseworth Village Hall  facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall 
diseworthvillagehall@outlook.com Hall Bookings 0300 800 5000  
  Event Bookings   0300 800 6000   
  General Issues    0300 800 7000   

Village Directory
Organisation        Contact   Telephone   Email
Art and Craft Club                           Shirley Briggs 07796 868494 shirley.ivybrook@talktalk.net
Brownies                        Zen         ladymuschialli@hotmail.com
Crawshaw Guides  Adele Jarrom 01509 842556  adele.jarrom@gmail.com
Friends of Diseworth School Sandie Clark 07771 611403  
History Society  Pat Guy  01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Long Whatton Rainbows   Susie Ashcroft                   longwhattonrainbows@outlook.com
Millennium Meadow Pat Guy                       01332  811119 pguy51wxyz@gmx.co.uk
Soar ValleyTwinning 
Association                       Sheila Hawksworth    01509 568793   mands.hawksworth@virginmedia.com 
W.I.N.G.S.                        Jim Snee  01332  812345 sneejim@live.co.uk
Women’s Discussion Group Liz Jarrom                      01332  810358               ejarrom@sky.com

Where will you venture to next? The garden for now
but later, who knows...
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Health
NHS Non-Emergency & Advice
p: 111

Chemist - Evans Pharmacy
Castle Donington
p: 01332 810213

Castle Donington Surgery
p: 01332 856050
w: castledoningtonsurgery.co.uk

Kegworth Surgery
p: 01509 672419
w: www.kegworth.net

Manor House Surgery, Belton
P: 01530 222368
w: beltonsurgery.nhs.uk

London Road Community 
Hospital
p: 01332 265500
w: www.derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Loughborough Urgent Care 
Centre (A&E)
p: 01509 568800
a: Hospital Way, Loughborough, 
LE11 5JY (Off Epinal Way)
w: westleicestershireccg.nhs.uk/

Queens Medical Centre
p: 0115 924 9924
w: nuh.nhs.uk

Royal Derby Hospital
p: 01332 340131
w: derbyhospitals.nhs.uk

Environment
Environment Incident Hotline
p: 0800 807060

Leicestershire Councillor
Nicholas Rushton
p: 0116 305 6111
m: 07943 585 859
e: nicholas.rushton@leics.gov.uk

Leicestershire County Council
p: 0116 232 3232
w: leicestershire.gov.uk

North West Leicestershire 
District Council
p: 01530 454545
w: nwleics.gov.uk

National Gas Helpline 
(Gas Emergency)
p: 0800 111999

Severn Trent Water 
(Water Emergency)
w: stwater.co.uk
p: 0800 7834444

Western Power Distribution 
(Electricity Emergency)
p: 0800 0568090

Floodline
p: 0345 9881188
w: environment-agency.gov.uk

Travel
East Midlands Airport
p: 0800 0838759
w: eastmidlandsairport.com

Kinchbus
p: 01509 815637
w: kinchbus.co.uk

SkyLink
p: 01773 712265
w: trentbarton.co.uk

Entertainment
Nottingham Playhouse
p: 0115 941 9419
w: nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall Nottingham
p: 0115 989 5555
w: trch.co.uk

Derby Theatre
p: 01332 593939
w: www.derbytheatre.co.uk

Cineworld Loughborough
w: cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/
loughborough
p: 0871 2002000

Directory of Useful Numbers
e = Email | p = Phone | w = Website | o = Opening Times | a = Address

ODEON Loughborough
p: 0333 0144501
w: odeon.co.uk/cinemas/lough-
borough/183/

BBC East Midlands Today
p. 0115 902 1930/1
e: emt@bbc.co.uk
w: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b007tj48

BBC Radio Derby
p: 08001456161
w: bbc.co.uk/radioderby

Other Useful 
Numbers

Long Whatton Village Shop
p: 01509 646592

Castle Donington Post Office
p: 01332 810515
w: www.postoffice.co.uk

Castle Donington College
p: 01332 810528
e: postroom@castledonington.
leics.sch.uk
w: castledonington.leics.sch.uk

Diseworth C of E Primary 
School
p: 01332 810208
e: admin@diseworth.leics.sch.uk 

Mobile Library 
(Mobile C - Route 12)
P: 0116 305 3565
w: leicestershire.gov.uk/
mobile-library-routes

Police
Police Non-Emergency
p: 101
PC Jason Underwood (ID 1760)
PC Louise Gravenall (ID 4118)
w: leics.police.uk/
    local-policing/valley

The Dialogue
Diseworth’s village magazine delivered free to every household, subsidised by 
advertising, fundraising and voluntary contributions.  £1.50 where sold.

Contributions
The deadline is the 7th of the month for the following issue.  All contributions will be 
considered for publication, however any views expressed within the pages of The 
Dialogue are not necessarily those of the Committee. They should be emailed to 
DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com  Please include your name although your article 
can be published anonymously.

Advertising
To advertise in The Dialogue please contact Sharon on 0300 800 2000 
(normal call rates apply) or by email  Dialogue.advertising243@gmail.com

 Prices for a year’s advertising:
   Page   Colour   Mono
   Full  £195   £120
   ½  £110   £70
   ¼  £60   £40

Committee Members                                                         
Chairperson                 Liz Jarrom                     
Vice chair                   Nicky Miller
Editorial team  Janet Fletcher, Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait, Ruth Smith
Treasurer                      Christine Agar      
Advertising                 Sharon Crosby-Browne & Kate Henry - 0300 800 2000
Page Design                   M3 Create Ltd - www.m3create.com       
Minutes secretary           Emma Haycraft, Meryl Tait
Delivery team leader Linda Gaymer 
Founding editor           Carly Snee
Committee members  Sue Bird, Sue Brompton, Norma Chapman, 
   Nikki Hening, Kath Taylor  
Delivery team  Sue Bird, Gill and Tim Burrage, Norma Chapman, 
   Julie Doyle, Jan Firth, John and Sue Hurley, 
   Pete Miller, Sandie Moores, Pauline Needham, 
   Julie Werb,
    
Artwork               Jackie Q, Steven Allison, Aimee Ridler
Photography  David Fenny

Printed by The Blackfish Group Ltd - www.blackfishgroup.co.uk

The Dialogue's Privacy Policy, including our compliance with GDPR, is 
available to anyone who wishes to read it.
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What a summer we have had! None of us could have guessed this time last year, that we would
be in the midst of a pandemic with all the consequences and challenges this brings. All of us have
been affected, from simply having to shop in a different way, to work and school challenges and
even having to cope with the illness itself. The Dialogue has been no exception, and there have
been difficulties to overcome. We managed to collate the magazine and have a meeting to get the
March one out before lockdown, but the next three issues, including the special 25th Anniversary
one in April, had to be done in a different way. No meetings could be held, so each time, the
editorial team had to liaise together by email to make the master copy, instead of meeting up to
do it. Next, the production company worked their magic with the design, and it went off to the
printers.

They were working under extremely difficult conditions due to social distancing and had staff
shortages due to illness. We also had to ask them to fold and staple the magazines, as we couldn’t
hold a meeting to finish the magazine off ourselves, which we usually do. One committee member
had her family back home with her due to the pandemic, so they were allowed to be a gathering.
She and her family kindly offered to bag up all the magazines, ready for delivery to the village.
This had to happen three times. Thank goodness for this amazing team of people, working hard
behind the scenes, plus all the deliverers who donned plastic gloves, so that they could safely get
the magazines out to individual households. Unfortunately, this has cost some extra money, but
we were determined to get the paper copy out to the village, to fulfil our founding editor, Carly
Snee’s wish that the magazine should be delivered to every household in Diseworth. 

We are so thankful and grateful that you, the villagers, have supported us so well over the years,
donating valuable funds to help us continue to produce this publication which we hope you all
enjoy reading. So, the time has come for us to ask you to support us again if you possibly can, with
the annual envelope collection, which due to the current Covid 19 crisis, will be slightly different
this year. Details can be found on the envelope tucked inside your magazine and on page 40 of
this issue. Any donation, no matter how small, will help us to continue our work. We very much
appreciate your support, both in the past, for which we say a grateful thanks and in the current
difficult present. Our desire as a committee of willing volunteers is to continually strive to present
the village with an interesting and informative, if not at times, amusing magazine, which we trust
you all enjoy. Even with the valuable revenue from our advertisers, we still need to raise extra
money to cover the costs of production. The cost of delivering a magazine to each individual
house in the village is now £16.26 per year. We know that these are very challenging times for
everyone, but if you can support us, with whatever donation amount you choose, we shall be so
very grateful for your help. 

I hope you have all managed to enjoy some socializing in your gardens, and maybe had a holiday
during the summer. Here’s hoping that we can soon return to enjoying some of the regular events
in the village, or at least finding a way of enjoying each other’s company, in new and hopefully
only temporarily different ways, for now.  

Liz Jarrom

Dear Diseworth

GUEST
EDITOR'S
LETTER

Chair & Guest Editor

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 5th- 19th        Heritage Trail, see page 29 for more information

Diseworth

Di�r�

Every Wednesday  Bridge for Beginners, Heritage Centre 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm.
Every Thursday  Coffee, Cakes & Computers,  Heritage Centre 10 am - 12 noon
Every Thursday  Table Tennis Club, Village Hall 2 pm - 4 pm

In light of COVID-19, please note all planned events are subject to
organisers' notification as to whether they are cancelled. 

1514



HENRY'S

BIRTHDAY

100th Birthday Celebration

Henry Townsley DFM and his family would like to thank the Diseworth Royal British
Legion (RBL) and the Long Whatton and Diseworth Parish Council for the birthday gifts
and cards.  Henry’s birthday celebration began on Saturday 25th July with a small
garden party and ‘pop in’ - luckily the weather was fine.  The RBL also organised an
appeal with the BBC Local News - ‘Make a Difference’ - to send Henry birthday cards
and he has received 142 cards from family and friends!

On Monday 27th July, Henry’s birthday, Charlotte Tivey-Day (the postie) delivered a
birthday card from HRH The Queen. Henry’s day was rounded off with a ‘Clap for
Henry’ on The Woodcroft organised by Norma Chapman.

The icing on the cake came from Richard Robinson. Richard organised for Dad (a retired
employee of Rolls-Royce) to visit the Rolls-Royce hanger at the airport on Tuesday 28th
July to see the Spitfire and the Harvard; both WW2 aircraft.  Henry was invited to
return on Friday 31st July to watch both aircraft take off.  On its return, the Spitfire flew
past the balcony where Dad was sitting. It was great to meet everyone up there.  Dad
has been given an open invitation to return in the future.

Thank you to everyone for sending cards and for making his special milestone 100th
birthday more memorable. 

Thank you

Ann Allen
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St Michael & All Angels Parish Church
September 2020 
The church in Diseworth is now open for private prayer only on a Thursday morning from
10am until 12noon.
 
There is now a weekly Communion service at one of the churches in the Benefice on Sunday
mornings at 10.30am.  Please let Lauretta know by the previous Saturday if you would like to
attend, so she can make sure there are enough socially distanced places.  People cannot be
admitted if all the spaces are full. Please take an order of service and the weekly news sheet with
you.  Masks should be worn. Any updates will be displayed on the church noticeboard.
 
Each morning (Monday to Saturday) at 8.30am there is a livestream Morning Prayer on Facebook
(Kegworth and Hathern Benefice page). Every Sunday at 10.30am there is a livestream Service
from one of the churches in the Benefice, also on Facebook (Kegworth and Hathern Benefice
page), and then on YouTube.
 
The church news sheet is still produced each week – if you do not already receive a copy and
would like one, please contact Sue Bird (s_bird02@yahoo.co.uk) and you can be added to the
mailing list.
 
lessons September

What is your favourite supper? Could you gift that to 
another family by donating to the Foodbank? The box for 
the food bank is situated in the church porch. 
All donations gratefully received.

food banks

Dear Friends, 
Hooray for being able to meet in the garden! So much nicer than zoom or a video call.
Along with the good weather, being able to meet with people in the garden is now such a
delight. In one such meeting recently, with a pot of tea, treats and a very friendly young
robin to accompany us on the decking, I had a really interesting conversation with a
colleague about trauma. Yes, you probably weren’t expecting that; neither was I really.
 
There is an organisation called The Institute For Collective Trauma And Growth. Who
knew? But it makes sense. This organisation trains volunteers and teams to help a
community find their way through a trauma and come to a place of ‘new normal’, as we
would call it now. So think back to the flooding of Boscastle in 2004, or the Dunblane
shootings, or the Kegworth air disaster and I’m sure we can easily bring to mind the long
process of physical work and emotional work which has to be done by a community.

My friend on the decking commented, ‘It is impossible to start the process of recovery
well until the experiences of trauma are faced for what they were’. What did he mean?
That the pain, the loss, the fear, the anger, whatever it is that people in the community
have faced, is recognised, named, admitted, owned. It doesn’t make us any less to do
this; it takes enormous courage very often. But in some form it is essential because
facing the trauma a community has been through shifts us from being victims to the
process of becoming survivors. 

A community doesn’t have to do this – it could just bury the feelings and experiences
and ‘move on’. But they won’t move on fully or healthily. Things in the future will trigger
the trauma of the past and the community will, like snakes and ladders, find themselves
back near square one.

There is a phrase in John’s gospel in the bible which sums up my friend’s musings: you
will know the truth and the truth will set you free. We can be very scared of the truth for
all sorts of reasons, and the blessing of a community is that at its best, it can help us find
the truth of trauma.

So what about our shared experience of Covid 19 this year? The weird thing about this is
that for some of us the lockdown was delightful, for others really stressful and for some
utterly devastating and destroying. Can we as a community hold and honour the stories
in our midst? Can we hear and tell the truth of trauma. Can we collectively name joy and
lament in a healthy way which allows the broken ones to hope again, in time, and with
our kindness?

I hope so. It is one of the things the 
churches in the benefice community 
are trying to do as they meet online 
and back in the church buildings. It’s 
something we can all do as neighbours 
and friends. It’s a slow way forward, 
but a healthy way.

Louise Corke

pastoral letter
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I wasn’t going to do another article about
Covid 19, but new information is coming out
all the time, and the implications of having
low vitamin D levels and how that impacts the
way our bodies cope with the virus is too
important to ignore.

Scientific research has shown, in many
studies, that all cells involved in the immune
response, are abundant in vitamin D
receptors. The conclusion from these studies,
is that vitamin D has a vital role to play in a
strong immune response to a bacteria, virus
or other invader. 

The strength of the response of the immune
system, is highly dependent on an abundance
of vitamin D within the body. In addition,
Covid 19 has been found to have a damaging
effect on red blood cells, in some patients,
causing a breakdown of haemoglobin, which
impairs the red blood cells ability to carry
oxygen around the body, leading to
dangerously low levels of oxygen, which
can’t even be resolved by being on a
ventilator. Also, there may be formation
of blood clots, which can clog up the airways
of the lungs even more. 

A number of studies show that vitamin D has
anticoagulant effects and a lack of vitamin
D can lead to increased blood clotting. Low
levels of vitamin D in the body, are associated
with a significant increase in risk of infection
from respiratory viruses. 

When some patients are seriously ill with
Covid 19, they can suffer from a cytokine
storm, where the immune system produces
lots of pro inflammatory agents, which target
the respiratory system, causing serious
damage to the tissues of the respiratory tract.
Having an abundance of vitamin D circulating
in the body, appears to assist the body in
preventing this happening, so offering a
significant protective effect against serious
damage to the lungs. 

Some groups in society are known to be at
higher risk of serious problems if they
contract Covid 19. Being overweight and
especially obese, is a risk factor, and new
information has discovered that excess body
fat absorbs vitamin D and locks it away,
making it unavailable for use by the cells in
the body, therefore causing a deficiency. This
group may require 2.5 times more vitamin D
than others. 

Another group of people suffering more
serious problems are the BAME population. A
stark example of this is shown in data
released about deaths in this group. For
example, in the UK, BAME doctors account
for 94% of total deaths of doctors from Covid
19, but comprise only 44% of doctors overall.

It is known that people of BAME ethnicity,
that live north of the 37th parallel, can’t make
enough vitamin D from sun exposure, and so
are mostly deficient all the year round. Even
white skinned people can’t make enough
vitamin D this way in the darker half of the
year. 

health
page

OUR VITAMIN D LEVELS AND COVID 19

In addition, further studies have found that men generally have lower vitamin D levels than
women and the elderly also struggle as their bodies can’t manufacture vitamin D as easily as
younger people can. As a result of this research and information, researchers are now
linking vitamin D deficiency to risk of serious illness, if people in these
groups contract Covid 19.

There are only a few foods that contain vitamin D. They are cod liver oil, fatty fish, such as
mackerel, sardines and salmon. Vitamin D is also found in milk, dairy products and egg yolk.
Some foods such as flour and breakfast cereals are fortified with vitamin D.  Last but not
least, the ordinary mushroom, which has the ability to manufacture vitamin D, if it, and
especially it’s gills, are exposed to ultra violet light. This can be done by laying out the
mushrooms, gill side up, in bright sunshine for a few hours. The resulting vitamin D enriched
mushrooms, can be dried or frozen, for use in the winter months. Preserving them doesn’t
affect their vitamin D content, and eating just a small amount each day helps to prevent any
serious deficiency. It is possible to buy vitamin D enriched mushrooms all the year round. 

Scientists are undecided as to how much vitamin D is required daily, but if it is not possible
to expose hands, arms, legs or face to sunshine for a few hours on a regular basis, during the
6 sunniest months of the year or it is wintertime, it may be advisable to take a supplement.
Scientists are still debating as to how much vitamin D people should take per day, which
makes it difficult to recommend an amount. So, it is probably best to err on the side of
caution and take a medium dose, purchased from a high street chemist or good health food
shop and follow the instructions on the tub. If you have a medical condition, it would be
best to consult with your doctor or health care provider for advice about taking
vitamin D supplements.          
 

Liz Jarrom
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cared for him unconditionally until the very end. But I think most of all, he laughed. Ah yes…. that
laugh! Anyone who knew dad would remember him for his exuberance and his wrinkle-nosed, wide-
mouthed loud guffaw that would undoubtedly appear during the majority of conversations! His sense
of humour, fun and laughter were the features that were mentioned the most in the hundreds of
condolence cards we received after his passing.

His funeral took place on Monday 8th June 2020, when his coffin was led from Brookside by
Nottinghamshire Police’s bagpiper playing ‘Flowers of the Forest’. The streets of the village were
lined by literally hundreds of his friends and colleagues who had travelled (some for hours) to pay
their respects on his final journey. We know that, like us, he would have been truly overwhelmed and
humbled by this show of love, and we can’t thank everyone enough. He’s gone too soon, none of us
were ready and he didn’t want cancer to beat him, but before he died, he received and read many
letters from friends and family letting him know how much he meant to them. What a privilege. And
the themes of those letters? Just how much he’d lived, loved and laughed.

IAIN HEWAT MCKINLAY 26TH AUGUST 1949 � 1�TH MAY 2�2�

“Lived, loved, laughed"
by Fiona Geeson (nee McKinlay)

These are the three simple words we’re having etched into dad’s memorial stone, which will mark 
where his ashes now lie; in the grounds of Diseworth church, looking out over our lovely village, and 
with a direct view to the airport and control tower. The perfect spot for a man who loved his home, 
his final place of work as a member of Border Force, not to mention all things aviation. And, as his 
family, we think this is the perfect epitaph for the man we knew. 

He was only 70 when he died of cancer in May this year – and in this day and age, we feel
justified in saying ‘only’ – but my goodness did he live his life to the full within those 70 years. The 
son of a Scottish policeman dad, Jimmy, and English mum, Lydia, dad spent his early years in 
Nottingham and was always very proud of both his city and his Scottish heritage. He began his 
working life in the textile industry, a career that would eventually see him progress to a sales director 
role which enabled him to travel the world – from New York to Bahrain, Malta to Dubai.

He loved this part of the job and the opportunities and experiences it gave him, and it would
spark a lifelong enthusiasm for travel. It was his career that led him and us as his young family to 
move to Diseworth in July 1982. Coming from a grey, industrial town in Nottinghamshire, I still 
remember the feeling my brother James and I had as we explored our picturesque new 
surroundings – that we’d literally stepped into the pages of an Enid Blyton book! 

Dad and mum Margaret, quickly became an integral part of the village – joining the village hall 
committee, helping at school fetes, collecting for the bonfire and setting off fireworks, taking part in 
the Boxing Day fun run, regular appearances in The Plough and Bull & Swan, and leading the ‘golden 
era’ of New Year’s Eve fancy dress parties at the village hall! Anyone around during that time will 
fondly remember the amazing lengths the residents of Brookside would go to to win the top fancy 
dress prize – they became astronauts, gangsters and molls, rock stars and pantomime characters to 
highlight just a few of the themes of those raucous gatherings! 

In 1993, thanks in part to a dwindling textile industry, but mostly due to a change in recruitment age 
limit rules, dad achieved a lifelong dream he’d never thought possible. At the age of 43, and at the 
second attempt after a tenacious effort to boost his fitness levels, he became a Nottinghamshire 
police officer, where he would spend the next 18 years. To say he was proud of being a police officer 
is an understatement. It was his passion, and he was good at it. Every varied day saw him using his 
vast life experience and his infamous sense of humour to calm even the most volatile of situations.  

He really did live – there are hundreds of stories we could regale, including the time he rescued a 6-
year-old boy from drowning while on holiday in Majorca, or when he received the Chief Constable’s 
special commendation for tackling a man who’d attacked his colleague with a knife. 

He loved his many, many close friends – from his school and college days, from his working life and 
even his barber of nearly fifty years! From the village – his home for nearly 38 years – some of his 
favourite evenings were the ‘gourmet nights’ he and mum spent with Alison and Bob Evans and Sally 
and Barry Simpson. They would travel to each other’s houses and share stories and laughs over a 
mutual love of food each couple had prepared…and accompanying wine of course! And he loved us as 
his family. He was proud of what we as his kids had achieved, the partners we chose. With five 
grandkids, he was the kind of grandpa who was always on his hands and knees for donkey rides, 
tickling with his beard hair, or incessantly teasing – and each of them adored him for it. 

He loved his wife, his lifelong best friend who he shared so many experiences with, who loved and
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Bob narrates that, 'From Kurseong station
the line ran along the main street with the
train in places within three feet of the shop
fronts: so close it would have been possible
to grab an orange or banana through the
carriage window!  The steep climb reduced
speed to fast walking pace and the locals
took the opportunity to get a free lift by
clinging to the side of the carriages.  

Some would travel only a 100 yards or so
before jumping off at a convenient spot while
others travelled several miles.  Anyone in a
hurry would avoid this train since, in addition
to the slow pace, there were long spells filling
the engine with water from an old rusting
tank, usually via a piece of gutter pipe filled
with holes. With water spraying everywhere
it took at least 15 minutes to fill up the
engine at each of the four stops. 

Clearing the cows from the line was an
additional hazard.  At Ghum the line reached
its summit at 7,407ft.  (When clear the wide
panorama of the Himalayan peaks is quite
spectacular but early morning provides the
best view as the clouds roll in by 10 am.) 
From the summit the train descended a
1,000ft steady fall to Darjeeling.  

On my arrival at our hotel, Alison was fast
asleep in bed!'
 

A walk around the town's central area and
market as darkness fell was made more
interesting when the power failed and the
stallholders had to resort to oil lamps.  As
noted earlier in Simla, the Victorian hill
station infrastructure was in dire need of
repair.

We had booked a morning call for 3.20am
and a taxi to take us to Tiger Hill to view the
sunrise over the Himalayas.  We were
fortunately ahead of the main convoy of
vehicles and arrived in pitch darkness to
view, due to the lack of light pollution, an
amazing array of stars in the sky.  At 4.45am
the merest glimmer of light appeared.  Dawn
continued and the shape of the 28,169ft
Kanchenjunga massif became clearer.  It was
very, very cold and as we looked around
there was a crowd of around 1,000 strong,
mainly Indians, waiting to greet the dawn.  

Further to the west more high peaks
emerged, including that of Everest in the far
distance.  We waited until 6.20am when
most of the crowd had left then made the
steep descent to Ghum where we stopped to
see the most famous Buddhist monastery in
the area. Minus shoes we entered to view the
brightly painted interior with its huge statue
of Buddha and a 6 x 3 ft solid brass prayer
wheel which we turned for good luck.
 

We settled down for a long wait at Mugal
Sari Junction.  The announced 4-hour delay
soon extended to 5 hours.  The train finally
rolled in and we clambered aboard.  There
were the usual arguments over berth
allocations and it took ages to get bed rolls
which eventually arrived minus blankets. 
Having been up since 5am we were very
tired and were soon asleep.  On rising soon
after dawn we checked the timetable and
discovered we were now running 7 hours
late!  Thus we passed the whole day
entombed in our dingy air conditioned box
helped only by some interesting
conversations with our fellow passengers. 
We eventually arrived at our destination New
Jalpaiguri after dark at 7pm instead of 10am. 
(We resolved never to complain about delays
on British Rail, as it was then, again.)
 
We had hoped to continue to Darjeeling on
the famous narrow gauge Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway but were informed that
the track on the lower part of the line had
been washed away in the monsoon so we
would have to travel by road. 

The switchback 50 mile road to Darjeeling
was not recommended during
darkness so we found a hotel in nearby
Siliguri from where we phoned to cancel
the first of our three booked nights in
Darjeeling.

After a leisurely breakfast we took a taxi and
set out on the long drive to Darjeeling.  The
first few miles were fairly flat but then we
began to climb in earnest.  Hairpin bends
abounded and in places the road, as well as
the railway, had suffered in the monsoon
with landslides regularly partially blocking the
'road'.  

Where the railway paralleled the road we
noticed that bridges and whole sections of
track had been washed away.  We paused for
a short break at Kurseong from where we
ascertained that the railway was operating to
Darjeeling.  For Bob, as a steam railway
enthusiast, this was too good an opportunity
to miss so he opted to wait for the train while
I continued with our luggage in the taxi.

Traveller's Tales
NORTHERN INDIAN TOUR

By Alison Evans

Part 4
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Our destination, Kalimpong, was built on a ridge (as are all hill stations) but at 3,250ft, a
considerably lower altitude than Darjeeling.  Our driver dropped us at the Himalayan hotel
on the outskirts of the town.  After an excellent lunch we arranged for a taxi to take us
firstly to an orchid nursery, for which Kalimpong is famous, and then to the Durpin
Monastery.  The owner of the nursery explained the propagation of the orchids by tissue
culture.  It takes four years to achieve flowering.  She also showed us around her private
garden with its profusion of spectacularly colourful blooms.
 
The monastery is situated at the top of Rinkingpong Hill, the highest point to the south of
the town.  It was built as recently as 1957 to house three copper statues brought from
Tibet.  The monastery was consecrated by the Dalai Lama.  On its four sides were a
hundred or more prayer wheels and as we watched a monk made four circuits turning each
wheel while chanting a mantra.
 
The following morning we set off on the first stage of our long homeward journey.  The
surface of the road from Kalimpong to Bagdogra airport was atrocious with rock falls being
cleared at various places.  It took three hours to cover the 60km.  The flight to Delhi in a
new Jet Airways 737 was exemplary; the cabin staff had obviously had extensive
training.  (The airline has recently gone into administration.)  After a final night at the
Claridges hotel in Delhi we took a KLM flight to Amsterdam with an onward connection to
Birmingham.
 
We were not put off by the numerous hiccups on our tour.  In fact, they added to the
experience and enjoyment of the holiday.  Another bonus was that I lost over a stone in
weight and felt much fitter.  This trip was the first of many trips to India and other far afield
countries around the world that we consider ourselves very lucky and privileged to have
visited.

We had breakfast at the New Elgin Hotel then, despite our early start, set off to walk, in
what was now a very pleasant temperature, round Darjeeling to visit the Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute, founded in 1954 by Sherpa Tenzing Norgay to promote
mountaineering as an organised sport, after his successful ascent of Everest with Edmund
Hillary on May 29th 1953.  Unfortunately, it was closed on Thursdays, not Tuesdays as
stated in our guidebook!

So we continued to the Happy Valley tea estate.  En route we watched the pickers with
their baskets plucking the choice new shoots from Camellia sinensis.  We enquired about a
tour and a gentleman was only too happy to oblige as he was learning English which he
wanted to practice.  The picking seasons were explained along with the processes of
withering, rolling, fermentation, milling, sieving and re-milling before drying then grading
into five qualities.  The dust and rubbish was reserved for teabags!!  We walked up the
steep slope back into town through the narrow bazaar alleys returning to our hotel via the
botanical gardens.  
 
The next day we were up relatively early to continue our tour to Kalimpong.  Bob returned
by train as far as Ghum while I travelled in a Land Rover with the luggage.  I took the
opportunity to take some photos as the peaks were clear of cloud.
 
From Ghum we were driven along the narrow, almost continuously descending, mountain
road to the crossing of the Tista river.  The views across the foothills of Western Sikkim to
the high Himalayas were spectacular with the final section being a succession of hairpin
bends to the junction with the Rangit river.  (We had hoped to visit Sikkim but at that time
because of tensions with China at the Tibetan border a special visa was required.  In 2012
on a pre-tour to a trekking trip to Bhutan we managed to get a visa and did a 6-day
tour of the main highlights.  We were able to get much closer to Kanchenjunga and an early
morning trip provided more great views of this impressive mountain.) 

Here we crossed the longest Bailey Suspension bridge in the world with a 400 metre span. 
We queued for the single track, single vehicle crossing and after watching a small bus in
front pass along the swaying bridge we proceeded with some trepidation across the
planks!  A clearly needed new bridge was under construction to the south.  Our drive
continued as we ascended steeply to a viewpoint where we noted the brilliant red of tree
Poinsettia bracts and numerous huge white Datura trumpet flowers.
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t is now due! 
Either via BACS or PayPal.
Contact:
sadiedunmore@hotmail.com fordetails or to join. £12 per
number, please include name and1st line of address. Thank You!

Hello Heritage!
(This year it's Heritage on your doorstep)
 
Enjoy our village through a Leicestershire heritage initiative. From Saturday
5th September, for 2 weeks, there will be four information boards,
strategically and prominently placed in the village, to guide you to buildings
of interest.

Please enjoy finding out more about our Diseworth heritage. There will be
leaflets available to purchase (Church Trail and Heritage Trail) to add even 
more information. Telephone 01332 850631
 
KT and PG

Due to Covid-19,  allplanned events aresubject to organisers'notification aboutcancellations due tothe virus.

View The Dialogue online at
www.diseworthvillage.uk
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SAVE
YOUR 

STAMPS
FOR  CANINE  PARTNERS

POST  THROUGH  9  THE

BOWLEY 'S  LETTERBOX

DID YOU
KNOW

Has  now  reopened .  Serving  del ic ious

hot  food  and  cold  beers !  Food

avai lable :

Wed -  Sat  12 -2pm  and  6 -9pm

Sun  12 -3pm .  Join  us !

THE
PLOUGH
INN
DISEWORTH

Speed limit at The Green

Dear Parish Council, following observations of drivers speeding on this stretch of road I would like 
the parish council to press for the speed limit to be reduced to 30mph. My rationale for this 
proposal is that I often observe persons exceeding the current 40mph limit. This is borne out of my 
many years as a firefighter with blue light and IAM qualifications. I know that normally evidence is 
required but I suspect if it were proposed there would be widespread support for such a proposal. 
The advantage of a change would be increased reduction in road noise, reduction of pollution, 
reduction in costs in signage and increased road safety at junctions, increased safety to pedestrians, 
cyclist, horseriders and other vulnerable road users. 

It shouldn't need an incident/s to be a catalyst for change. 

This is the second time I've tabled this proposal, perhaps it might be successful this time. 

Mr Bruce Keeling 
Diseworth

If you have items for the October issue of The Dialogue please give to a committee member or
email to: DiseworthDialogue@Hotmail.com. There is NO CHARGE to put items into the
magazine (except the advertising pages) Our deadline for the next issue is 7th September 2020

Share your stories, news and announcements with the village

On the grapevine...

The mobile library visits Diseworth on the
third Thursday of every month. It will visit:
The Bowley from 12.05pm-12.35pm
Clements Gate from 12.40pm-1.20pm
The contact number is 0116 3053565

MOBILE
LIBRARY
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WAS YOUR PROPERTY FLOODED IN NOVEMBER 2019 or FEBRUARY 2020? 
Did you report to LCC that the inside of your property was flooded in the November 2019 or
February 2020 floods?  If so, you should receive a postal copy of the attached letter from
Andrew Smallwood on the Flood Risk Management Team at Leicestershire County Council.  If
you were flooded and HAVEN'T received this letter, please read the letter below and contact
LCC as requested in it. This is being shared on behalf of Long Whatton & Diseworth Parish
Council Flood Steering Group.
Thank you, Flood Team

Dear Resident, 
RE: Property Flood Resilience Recovery Support Scheme. 
Following the severe flooding which devastated parts of Leicestershire and the wider UK in
November 2019 and February 2020, the UK Government activated the Property Flood Resilience
Recovery Support Scheme. The scheme allows owners of eligible properties to apply for several
difference grant funds to assist them in making their property more resilient to flooding in the
future. The grants available are: 
●      A £500 Community Recovery Grant to assist in the financial cost of flooding. 
●      100% Council Tax reduction where properties were deemed unliveable. 
●      A Property Resilience Grant of up to £5000 to help protect properties from future flooding. 
North West Leicestershire are working with the Lead Local Flood Authority to roll out these
schemes across all eligible properties across the district. Letters were sent to all properties that were
believed to be eligible on the 16th March 2020. To date, few applications were returned. 
Based upon the best information made available to the LLFA and NWLDC, we believe your property
may be eligible to apply for the PFR scheme, but have either not yet applied, or have not applied for
the £5000 resilient Grant. To be eligible, the inside of the property must have been flooded
between 08 November and 18 November 2019 and/or between 07 February and 19 February
2020. For full eligibility criteria, please see the NWLDC website:
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/flood_support_scheme).
Please note garage or outhouse flooding is not eligible for the scheme.  The Lead Local Flood
Authority (LLFA) is offering advice and assistance to applicants wishing to access the £5000
Resilience Grant and can provide a list of certified and reputable Flood Resilience companies that
are employed by the Council, the Environment Agency, or other authorities.  
Environment and Transport Department, Leicestershire. 
County Council, County Hall, Glenfield, Leicestershire LE3 8RJ 
Telephone: 0116 305 0001 Fax: 0116 305 0006  Minicom: 0116 305 0007 
Email: etd@leics.gov.uk Director, Ann Carruthers www.leicestershire.gov.uk 
         
What to do next?  
If you believe you are eligible for the scheme and not yet applied, please fill out the online form
https://bit.ly/2DATs8X. 
●           If you have already applied for the scheme already and require further help or advice with
the Council Tax Refund, please contact NWLDC. 
●           If you have already applied and require assistance with the £5000, please provide your
contact details to the sender of this email or contact the Lead Local Flood Authority at
flooding@leics.gov.uk, FAO Andrew Smallwood.  
The PFR Grant Scheme is a rare opportunity for those affected by flooding to get real financial
assistance. It is not likely to be reactivated in the near future and would only be available to those
who flood internally again. As such the LLFA and NWLDC strongly encourage any eligible residents
to apply for the scheme to better protect their properties and increase community resilience in the
future.  
Yours faithfully,  
Andrew Smallwood- Assistant Engineer, Flood Risk Management Team

Andrew Smallwood
29th June 2020

FLOOD U P D A T E

Flooding: Residents Group - The Floodteam

Work continues quietly behind the scenes as the world slowly begins to awaken from the
paralysis of the dreaded virus.  It is to be hoped that some meaningful steps forward will
be made once the Flood Working Group are able to hold face to face meetings with local
authorities, agencies and other advisory bodies.

Despite not too much 'hard action' having taken place, the group has been making
progress. Significantly, through the good efforts and offices of Harold Adkin, Severn
Trent Water Company have awarded a grant of £5,000 to put toward flood defense and
prevention.  This is a great boost to the Group's endeavours as it at last gives some
working capital to invest in brook clearance equipment, clearing work and more besides. 
I'm sure all will join in thanking Harold for this effort and his success - and to Severn
Trent of course, for the grant awarded.  

The Floodteam is ably supported by a steering group  whose purpose is obviously to give
direction and define strategy for  those at the coal face and doing all the work.  Both
Harold Adkin and Mike Doyle sat on this steering group but have unfortunately now had
to step down due to other commitments.  As a consequence of this:- A Vacancy for
Working Group member[s] exists. Presently this involves the occasional 'virtual meeting' 
only but as time evolves it is likely to require not much more than a monthly meeting
with the Parish Council.  If anyone is interested in joining this group [from Diseworth or
Long Whatton] please contact Dawn Maclver or Angela Lee via the facebook link below  
or email info@floodteam.org.

Since last month more work has been done on compiling a directory of riparian
landowners through the villages and the surrounding land and the planned 'brook walk'
will be taking place shortly.  The idea behind this is to assess flow conditions along the
brook - from above Diseworth and through to Long Whatton.  This will enable us to 
identify pinch points and blockages and so set a schedule of priorities for clearing work to
be done and also to define a strategy of longer term mitigation measures. Leaflets
advising of the 'brook walk' were distributed this month to all householders who we
believe have land bordering the brook and we thank all for their co-operation with this
survey. 

Finally for this month,  as the grip of 'lockdown' begins to ease, we hope to be able to re-
establish a full and co-operative liaison with EMA as furloughed staff begin to return to
work at the airport and they have the capacity to further evolve the important role they
play in flood mitigation for our two villages.  Helen and Hayden Warren will be taking the
lead for us in this communication focus.

Jim Snee
Floodteam

www.facebook.com/groups/lwdflooding/
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3. Secure your number plates with tamper-resistant screws
The easiest way to change the identity of a stolen vehicle or avoid speeding
tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen number plates. Using security screws to
attach your vehicle’s number plates makes it harder for thieves to get your number.

4. Fit locking, anti-tamper wheel nuts to secure alloy wheels
Stolen wheels are valuable, either as parts or for their scrap value. Using locking wheel
nuts reduces the risk of your vehicle’s wheels being stolen.

5. Secure anything that’s on the outside of your vehicle
Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate racks, holiday top boxes or in tool chests are
easily stolen when the vehicle is parked. The use of cable locks, padlocks and
self-locking tools chests, which are secured to the vehicle, makes them more secure,
but still, don’t leave things in them if you can avoid it. For further information and
advice, visit Sold Secure.

6. Take it with you or hide it
Your mobile phone, coins for the car park, sunglasses, packs of medication or other
items that can earn quick cash are irresistible to the opportunist thief. Remember, the
cost of replacing a window is often much more than that of what’s stolen. And it
should go without saying that wallets, handbags, purses and credit cards should never
be left in an unattended vehicle.

7. Hide electrical items and leave no clues
Leaving sat nav mounts, suction up marks on windows or cables on view gives it away
that you have left a Sat Nav, smartphone or other device in your car. Even if they can’t
see the Sat Nav or iPad they might still break in to see if it’s stored in the car, out
of sight.

8. Tool theft from vans
Vans are often targeted by thieves for the tools stored inside. If you have to leave
tools in a van overnight, it's a good idea to mark them clearly with your name/
company name and address using paint pens and seal with a clear lacquer spray.
Alternatively, you can use a variety of other property marking systems. Items that are
clearly marked are less desirable and more difficult to sell on. Consider using a
lockable cabinet within your van to store tools – a number of security rated products
are available. Small cameras are also designed to record inside vehicles. Visit Secured
by Design for more details. You can also take photographs of items of value, make a
note of the serial numbers and consider registering online at a property register site.

NOTICE: 
Coronavirus (Covid-19): We're asking you please to only call 999 if it is an emergency
and 101 if it is urgent. If you can, use our online services. Please only contact us about
breaches of the 'stay at home' measures if you feel there is a significant issue or serious
breach of the restrictions.

• Our information and advice on coronavirus and policing
https://www.leics.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/c19/coronavirus-covid-19/
• NHS advice about coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
• Stay at home measures and other guidance on Gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

CRIME FIGURES: 
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/leicestershire-police/valley/

VEHICLE CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE:
Having your car broken into and losing your things to thieves can be very distressing.
Here are a few simple steps you can take to keep your vehicle, and what’s in it, safe.

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE VALLEY BEAT 
POLICE UPDATE JULY 2020

1. Always lock it
Fuelling up or popping back into your
house to get something are perfect
examples of how easy it is to turn your
back for a moment and forget your vehicle
is unsecured. So get into the habit of
locking your vehicle even if you’re only
going to be away from it for a moment.                                                                                                                                                      
 
2. Close windows and the sun roof to prevent ‘fishing’
Leaving windows and the sunroof open invites fishing for items through the gap by 
hand or with, say, a bent coat hanger, which could also be used to unlock a door for 
them to get in. Thieves can be ingenious. Don’t give them the opportunity.
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For those who have enjoyed my rambling
stories of daring do in aeroplanes over the
past year or two I hope I don't disappoint
you in saying that this is probably the last
such story that will appear in the Dialogue
from myself.  For the rest of you [obviously
the majority!] this will no doubt come as
welcome news and something of a relief.
The reason for the cessation of my literary
output is that I have now completed a full
books worth of these flying stories and
have submitted said manuscript for
publication.  Whether or not it ever sees
the light of day is another matter but if I
keep on  drip feeding my little anecdotes
into the magazine there will be nothing left
to put into print elsewhere, hence the cut
off!

There have been some interesting articles
in the Dialogue  recently from people about
travel and of working abroad and it may be
that I will hang on to the coat tails of these
illustrious contributors by following on with
similar stories of my own, more particularly
on life and living in foreign parts. Time will
tell!   

Back to the flying theme. This ramble isn't
really a flying story at all, it's more a piece
of social history and it might serve to
explain how my interest in flying began and
how, and why, I ended up living in Africa
where I spent a fantastic, but pretty feral
[by English domestic standards], childhood.

My first experience of travel was by ship
but I have no recollection of this.  My
parents had been teaching in Jamaica and,
having been concocted out there  I was
then brought over to the UK, courtesy of
my mother, to be born. Once back in
England my parents settled into teaching
here but soon grew itchy feet and so my
father  took a teaching job in Tanganyika
[now Tanzania].

As a result, aged two, in 1950, we set sail to 
catch up with him out there as he had gone 
ahead to prepare the ground for our 
arrival.  Except that on this trip we flew 
rather than went by boat - thus we get to 
my first flight.

I was only a tiny tot at the time and so I 
don't remember too much about the whole 
experience.  In fact, I'm pretty impressed 
that I actually remember anything about it 
at all.  However,  I was obviously already 
sufficiently well impressed with all things 
noisy, mechanical and oily even at that very 
early age, as borne out by the fact that I still 
have clear pictures in my memory about 
parts of this particular journey.

What I remember is that we flew from 
Heathrow by BOAC and that the Heathrow 
we flew from then was nothing like any 
airport you've ever seen before or since.  It 
was made up of a whole string of cavernous 
tents and marquees all pitched in a very 
large, muddy, field. Everywhere you walked 
- even within the tents and marquees 
themselves - there were duckboards and 
lengths of sisal matting laid down to keep 
you from trampling through the mud! These 
were different days indeed!

MY FIRST FLIGHT

9. Park in well-lit and busier areas
It can take less than 30 seconds to break into a vehicle. Parking in well-lit areas and
busy streets increases the chances of a thief being seen, so they’ll probably steer clear.

10. Take your documents with you
Having a vehicle’s registration and insurance documents could let a thief pretend to be
the owner. Which means they could sell it on quite easily. So, never leave any
documents in the vehicle.

11. Choose your car park wisely
If possible, always try to park in
well-lit and staffed car parks or
those with a Park Mark safer
parking award. To find one,
simply check out Park Mark.

Catalytic converter theft
The precious metal in catalytic converters has led to an increase in their theft. To keep
yours safe, ask your car dealer if they can give you any advice on locks or guards that
are approved by the vehicle manufacturer.

Alternatively, try to make sure your vehicle is parked in a garage overnight, or if you
have a commercial vehicle park it in a secure compound. If this isn’t possible, park in an
area that’s well-lit and overlooked and try to park so that the convertor can’t be easily
reached by potential thieves. Vehicles that sit high above the road are particularly
vulnerable.
You should also register your converter and mark it with a forensic marker, which will
make it harder for thieves to dispose of. Visit Secured by Design for more details.

BEAT TEAM CONTACTS: 
If you need to contact a member of your beat team and the enquiry isn’t urgent then
the easiest way to do this is via Email, you can either do this through the
Leicestershire Police website or on the details below: 
PC 819 Steve Harrison– steven.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PC 1391 Adrian Coleman– adrian.coleman@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 6867 Kevin Bradley– kevin.bradley@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 6178 Nicola Russell– nicola.russell@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO DO THE ABOVE ON YOUR DEVICE VISIT:
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/home
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There was also something different about the flight that we actually took to get out to
our jumping off point in Africa, which was to be Nairobi in Kenya.   The aircraft that
took us out was a Hermes  [a four engine piston prop airliner] and it was not a
schedule service BOAC flight, but rather a 'rescue flight' on which we found ourselves
transported.  

The reason for this particular flight was to deliver a spare aircraft engine to the BOAC
engineering people down in Nairobi and my long suffering mother, my six month old
sister [Josephine] and myself were the only passengers on board.  I suppose there
must have been one or two cabin crew to look after us as well but I don't remember
them.

I have no idea what engine it was [possibly a Bristol Hercules for those who might be
interested in such things!] that was strapped down behind us but I do remember that it
seemed enormous to me, as well as fascinating.  I spent endless hours gazing and
marvelling at this wondrous bit of kit as we trundled along.   No doubt it was much to
my mother's relief that a small and restless boy could be so easily entertained!  Just as
well too, in those days [before jet aircraft appeared on the scene],  it took about three
days to get out to that part of the world;  via Rome, Malta, Khartoum, Entebbe and
only then finally arriving at destination! 

How and why we ended up on a non schedule service flight I have no idea and I'm sure
that history will not now reveal.  I can only suggest that these were still in colonial days
and BOAC was still a state airline and my father had been taken on by the 'Colonial
Service'.   Part of the deal was that they would cover the costs of his family joining him
at his work location.  As all the players were part of the State apparatus, maybe back in
those days these different departments actually  talked to each other to ensure best
value for money - a novel concept by today's standards!

Whatever the ins and outs of it all, the lasting impression on a little blond boy from
Taunton, Somerset, was that this was a journey of great adventure and interest - if this
was flying then this little fellow could do with more of it!

Anyway, thus it was that that I ended up in sunny East Africa where I was to spend the 
formative years of my life [you now live under the threat of being bored by exposure to 
some of my early life experiences].

The last bit of this story I actually have no memory of at all. I know about it only because 
I heard it oft told by an indulgent mother when she thought she had an audience. 

Apparently, once we arrived at Nairobi we were transported to the New Stanley Hotel, 
an establishment well known to all visitors to that city in the post war years - and maybe 
even now for all I know-  by coach.

Nairobi, like any other city was a busy and bustling place even back then and progress in 
the coach was slow as it weaved its way through traffic and pedestrians alike.  At one 
point we laboured past  a particularly distinguished looking local African gentleman as he 
walked along the street.  He was wearing a striking white beard and the traditional 
'kanzu', a long white flowing tunic.  He also wore a traditional white headdress affair.  I 
turned to my sister and said, with great wonder and excitement-
" Oh look Jo'phine - Jesus!".
Such were the eyes of innocence.  What did society do to them - so many others?!

Jim Snee

3736



‘Then and Now’ has been produced following a project funded by the Heritage Fund and
North West Leicestershire. The first part of the book was the result of workshops with
pupils from Long Whatton and Diseworth Schools, researching the local names on the
WW1 War Memorials. The students discussed how communication was made during the
First World War, and set out to write letters to and from families and soldiers on the front
line. They used pens, ink and nibs to imagine the methods of communication. A few weeks
later a further workshop was held where the young people imagined communication in
present day warfare. Here they were much more at home and produced digital
representations of letters.

Their work was used by Andrew McWilliam from the Chorus Theatre Company to
produce a performance involving a WW1 Army captain and a modern day soldier in desert
combat uniform. The performance was shown at the Heritage Centre, Friendship Centre
and in Loughborough to appreciative audiences. A film was made of the performance and
a recording of the pupils reading their letters by the Pudding Bag Production Company.

The third part of the book portrays the work of the Heritage Centre Computer Group
which researched methods of communication. The weeks of this work were very
interesting as individuals looked at how communication has changed for all of us,
especially in teaching and learning methods. The final part was written by a local resident,
recalling the methods of communication in learning during the eight decades of his life. 

‘Then and Now’ is available free to all the pupils from the schools and the computer group
who contributed to the book and for anyone wishing to acquire a copy for a small
donation to the Heritage Centre Re-Opening Fund.

Diseworth and Long Whatton book published

A housemaid at Langley Priory 
By Margaret Hall nee Fletcher
 
My first cup of tea to start the day, I like to open the kitchen door to have a few minutes in the
fresh morning air, the sound of the birds waking up and flying about. Now time to make a start on
the duties of the day. It’s Sunday, so we only have to tidy the rooms. Mr Shakespear goes round
winding up all the clocks. Now it’s time to get ready for church. We walk down to our church in
the village. It will be Sunday lunch time when we get back to the Priory. We have some time to
ourselves in the afternoon and it’s nice to take a walk in the gardens. 
 
Now, the start of Monday morning, Mrs Monkman said Mr John’s rooms needed a good spring
clean. Dusting down the walls, cleaning the windows and carpets, then wax polishing all the
furniture. We had to wax polish the wooden headboard and the rails at the bottom of the bed, we
were to leave the bookshelves for another day. On the dressing table there was a large leather
case, with trays of butterflies, all named and pinned. It was a wonderful display.
 
Mr John served with The Sherwood Foresters during the war and at one time was missing. Then
the news came that he was safely back in England. When he came home, he told us about the
convoy travelling and that the one in front of him was blown up and all the soldiers were killed, all
from his regiment. So sad, him losing so many comrades and friends. 
 
To my readers, more news next month.
 
Have you all been exercising, gardening, walks, phone calls, cheery waves, letters and cards and  a
little alcohol? Remember to put your mask on when going shopping.

My Story Continues Part 12

A World War II Soldier
The recent anniversary of VE Day prompted me to write down a few memories of that time.

When war broke out, I was a teenager, not old enough for the armed forces, so it was 3 years in
The Home Guard (Dad’s Army). When I was old enough, I joined The Leicestershire Regiment.
After doing 6 months of infantry training in Wales, we got 2 weeks of leave and - on returning to
our unit – 16 of us were sent, via Tilbury, to Ostend. 

We quickly transferred to The First Battalion Highland Light Infantry. We fought across north
west Europe and in early May were occupying part of ruined Hamburg. The 8th of May was
declared VE Day. While the UK was celebrating, we were still in the ruins of Hamburg. 

Of the 16 ex-Leicestershire’s, one from Barwell was killed, one from Coalville was wounded, a lad
from Barrow-on-Soar lost a leg as did one from Leicester. A general election followed the war. We
were old enough to fight but too young to vote. We were awarded a few medals and £30.00 for
our services.

Was it really 75 years ago, it seems like last week?
Bill Tollington
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The Dialogue is funded through advertising and generous
donations from the villagers.  This year, the Dialogue has
continued to be produced and delivered despite the
challenges posed by COVID-19. It costs at least £16.26 to put a
Dialogue through your door for the year.  

Please give as much as you are able to support your village
magazine - your donation is very important to us.

 
This year, due to COVID-19, we feel it is inappropriate to call
at villagers’ doors to collect donations. If possible, please
donate by bank transfer.  

Sort code: 20-63-25

Account number: 60692093

with the reference ‘Dialogue donation’

DONATIONS

The Heritage Centre on Lady Gate
7a Lady Gate
12 Clements Gate
26 Clements Gate
9 The Bowley

Alternatively, you can drop your donation off to one of the
following locations:

 
Or you can leave it with a Dialogue Committee Member.
 
If you need your envelope collecting, please email
DiseworthDialogue@hotmail.com or call Liz on 07975 941966

Thank you!

Your generosity is essential for the continuation of 

the village magazine.

We need
you!
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Dear Blues Enthusiasts, 
I hope everyone is keeping safe and well.
 
My last contribution to the Dialogue was written before we entered into lockdown and
focused on the acts that were due to play the village hall in April, May and June. As a
result of the COVID 19 pandemic those shows were cancelled and sadly came at a time
just when Diseworth Blues was gaining momentum on the back of three successful gigs.
Although necessary, it was nevertheless a shame as the four acts that were due to play -
The Achievers, The Milkmen, Dean Owens and The Southerners, and When Rivers Meet
- are some of the very best on the Blues Circuit. I am certain they would have left the
village hall buzzing and the audience crying out for more.
 
When cancelling the above acts in March, I, like everyone else, had no idea how long the
pandemic would last and held back on deciding whether to cancel the autumn schedule
due to kick off on 11 September.  With that date rapidly approaching, and sadly with the
coronavirus still with us, time was running out and I needed to decide. I have anguished
long and hard over what to do but, last week the Prime Minister put the “brakes on” the
lifting of lock down restrictions which included further postponing indoor musical events.
I also discovered that social distancing requirements would restrict the village hall venue
to twenty people making it not economically viable for me as a promoter to put the gigs
on. Consequently, the autumn schedule of Diseworth Blues will not go ahead and this
means it will be 2021 at the earliest before I can bring some RnB to the village.
 
I am sure most people are aware that professional musicians like those booked for the
village hall and who give so much of themselves for our entertainment have been hit very
hard by lockdown. They rely heavily on income from touring and the merchandise they
sell while on the road. For the last few months that income stream has dried up
and is likely to remain that way for the months to come. The artists mentioned above and
those who were due to play Diseworth in the autumn - The Mentulls, Southbound,
Howlin Mojo Bones, Robin Bibi and Ma Bessie - all fall in this category. I know that some
are performing online concerts via their websites and/or Facebook pages for free or a
modest ticket price, which goes some way to help alleviate matters. It also enables them
to keep in touch with their fanbase and, having taken in a few such concerts myself, I can
say they are different but have been both interactive and enjoyable. If you are missing
“live” music this is one way of getting your fix and will provide the artists with much
needed support.
 
I am hoping to rebook all the acts that have been cancelled for when it is safe to resume.
In the meantime, please sample their music either on iTunes, Spotify or YouTube. This
will give a flavour of what to expect in 2021 and hopefully whet the appetite. The next
update on Diseworth Blues is likely to be towards the end of the year when hopefully the
virus will be in retreat and I can bring some less disappointing news, including details of
the spring schedule. Until then take care and enjoy your Blues at home. 

Martyn Berridge

DISEWORTH

BLUESBLUES
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On behalf of the village hall management committee we hope you have been able to enjoy
your summer break and that you have managed to stay safe.
 
As you are aware the hall was closed in March as part of the COVID-19 lockdown. Our plans
to carry-out some refurbishment works were thwarted by the unprecedented situation that
we all found ourselves in, we are still working towards making the planned improvements
and will keep you informed later.
 
Once the Government announced that community buildings can re-open subject to social
distancing rules the management committee studied the information and guidelines
regarding the village hall. As I am sure you will understand from other news sources the
guidance is complicated and often contradictory.
 
What we are most concerned to do is carry-on the good common-sense measures already
observed by the people of Diseworth and not introduce any unnecessary risk of introducing
COVID-19 to the village. Given the current situation, the predicted future risks and despite
our best intentions, we cannot see how we will be able to run any of our planned annual
events for the remainder of 2020.
 
It was with regret that we felt it necessary to cancel the VE Day celebration (already delayed
until 8th August) and following on from that we decided that we must cancel our other
hugely popular, and usually well attended, fireworks display and beer festival. These events
attract too many people to allow the required social distancing.

In parallel to the above and for the same reason the village show committee concluded that
there is no practical possibility of us putting on this year’s show, so it too has been cancelled.
 
The murder mystery group remain keen to perform the eagerly awaited Snide and Prejudiced
and want to reassure the ticket holders that their patience will be rewarded – eventually!
 
You will find an article on the previous page with news from Diseworth Blues.
 
On a more positive note, we have been able to make the hall available for some of the
regular clubs and classes where the number of people attending is small enough to guarantee
adequate social distancing (the capacity of the main hall is limited to 20 people). Opening
these activities will be at the discretion of the individual organisers as they will need to be
responsible for cleanliness and their attendees’ safety whilst using the hall - more details on
this can be found on our website.
 
Having established a regular programme of popular village events over recent years we are
sure that you share our disappointment in the above situation. The hall will resume ‘normal
service’ as soon as it is deemed safe to do so, in the meantime please bear with us and keep
safe. 

You can get more information by contacting the village hall committee on our e-mail
address; chairman@diseworthhall.com or by telephone on: 

Hall Bookings:         Tel: 0300 800 5000
Event Bookings:       Tel: 0300 800 6000
General Issues:        Tel: 0300 800 7000

 
You can also visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/diseworthvillagehall

V I L LAGE  HALL  REPORT

D I S EWOR TH  V I L L AG E  HA L L ' S

200  C LU B Winners

Due to the lockdown, we are requesting BACS transfers,  contact
sadiedunmore@hotmail .com for bank details or send via PayPal to the
same address.  Please quote the first l ine of your address as the reference.

PAYMEN T  I S  NOW  OV E RDU E

M A Y
1 2 4  S  D a k i n  £ 4 0
4 0  S c o t t  &  N i c o l a  £ 3 0
5 7  I  R o b e r t s o n  £ 2 0
7 7  J  W h i t e h e a d  £ 1 0

J U N E
7 6  Z  P o r t e r  £ 4 0
2 0 8  J  H e a t h  £ 3 0
8 3  R  S m i t h  £ 2 0
4 7  I  L l e w e l y n  £ 1 0

J U L Y
5 7  I  R o b e r t s o n  £ 4 0
2 2 6  M  I s o n  £ 3 0
1 5 6  R  R i c h a r d s  £ 2 0
2 5 1  M  M o u n c h e r  £ 1 0

A U G U S T
1 3 9  J  C h a p m a n  £ 4 0
5 8  J u s t i n  £ 3 0
4 3  O  S t a n t o n  £ 2 0
6 6  A  A l l e n  £ 1 0

S E P T E M B E R
9 2  J  B i l l i n g t o n  £ 4 0
1 4 0  J  W e r b  £ 3 0
1 3 7  A  L e e c h  £ 2 0
2 3 9  D  B r e w i n  £ 1 0

O C T O B E R
1 6  J  M e a r n s  £ 4 0
1 0 6  M  G r i f f i n  £ 3 0
1 5 5  M  W h i t t  £ 2 0
1 5 2  D  M a c I v e r  £ 1 0

Well Done Winners!

Thank you all for supporting the village hall
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Now as I said Jack had been truanting for months but because I had done the same I 
was missed. My school used to send a bus for me and when I had turned up missing, 
enquiries had started. The man on the bike must have told someone about us, so Jack 
was in trouble just because he helped me, but even though we hadn't found any bikes, 
we had a  good day. 

A few weeks later, Jack  showed up with another bike, which he gave to me. We then 
spent several months improving my bike. It was during these time that I learned a lot 
about the way a bike works and the names of the various parts, such as the bottom 
brackets and the headstock, cotter pins, cranks etc. Jack was a good teacher and over 
the months my bike improved. It never got to be as good as Jack's, but better than no 
bike.  

I still had my bike when it was decided by some person (I never got to know who), that 
it was time for me to move on. This had been tried before but they meant it this time. 
And so, it was goodbye to Jack and the rest of my friends and off to the world of 
FOSTER PARENTS, some of whom are nice people, who have the welfare of the 
children in mind but then there are the others, who do it for the money and the free 
labour that they get from the children they are supposed to be caring for.

R.T

Around about 1952 I was living in a
children's home in Didsbury village, part of
Manchester. It was a very nice place to live,
with very large gardens, which contained
apple orchards and all manner of fruit
bushes. Another good thing was the garden
backed onto Didsbury Park, so we could
climb over the back wall and be in the Park
without the staff knowing what we were up
to. 

One of the other boys, a lad called Jack,
was what we called a grammar grub, that is
to say a Grammar School Pupil. Now Jack
was a very handy sort of a lad. One day he
suddenly had a bike, to most of you that
is nothing out of the ordinary but to us
wards of the state, it was really something 
special. If I tell you we had nothing, that is
exactly what we had. Jack and I became
good friends and after a great deal of
persuasion Jack told me about his secret
place, where there were loads of bikes. 

Well his secret turned out to be a stream
that runs through Didsbury and in the way
supermarket trolleys seem to end up in
canals, bikes seemed to end up in Didsbury
Brook. After a great deal of planning we
decided to WAG IT, that is to say play
truant from school, and one day off we
went. Now this stream ran through fields,
nowhere near any houses, the nearest
building being the Golf Club several fields
away, so we could look for bikes without
anyone knowing what we were doing. Jack
told me to go up on the bridge, 'cos from up
there you can see into the water. 

Up I went, and after staring into the water
for a while I thought I could see some
shapes, so I came down, took off my
shoes and socks and waded into the water,
which was about 24 inches deep...

After feeling around for a while, I felt
something like metal, but it was too fat to
be part of a bike, so I put the other hand in
(up to the elbow) and pulled out what I
thought was a bomb. Later on I realised
that it was an artillery shell, about 18 inches
long and 3 inches thick. I threw it to Jack
and carried on feeling round for a bike but
all I found was another of these shells.
Again I threw it to Jack and carried on but
all I found was another shell and again
threw it to Jack. 

This continued for quite some time till we
had fifteen or twenty of these things
stacked up on the bank. Suddenly, a voice
shouted "Oi, what do you think your doing."
It was a man on a bike. He'd come up the
path at the side of the stream, and
being so engrossed with our find, we hadn't
noticed him. He told us to stop it and set
off for the golf club. So we legged it back
into the village, where we went to the cake
shop and spent our dinner money on a
couple of cakes. We heard later that the
Army had been called to clear away some
Anti Aircraft shells but no one knew where
they had come from.

LOOKING FOR BIKES
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With the end of 1966 looming and the
return of the headmaster from leave we
were moved from house-sitting in the
deputy’s house to a bungalow nearer to
school. 
 
I had by this time acquired a second
motor car. My Hillman eventually went to
a local gentleman where it ended its
illustrious life in a field. 

My newish car was a Volkswagen Beetle; an air-cooled, 6 volt battery, rear-engined design
and very popular for those travelling around the wild, dry places of Africa where garages and
petrol stations were few and, if any, far between.
 
We were invited, for the Christmas holiday, to share an apartment in Cape Town, South
Africa. This was to be quite a trip because the plan was to travel by car. When you haven’t
done something before, you don’t always realise what you are letting yourself in for. The
round trip, Blantyre-Cape Town- Blantyre turned out to be 3868 miles. The start of our
journey took us along the familiar, part-corrugated dirt road, to Salisbury and thereon over
blessed tarmac to Beitbridge and across the famous river Limpopo into South Africa. 
 
As I related in my last episode, Southern Rhodesia, had at this time, entered into a state of
independence (UDI) and was suffering the consequences of its actions. Fuel was in short
supply so refuelling had to be before entry into the country from any direction. At the
Beitbridge customs post I had my first, uncomfortable, encounter with apartheid. Entrants
were segregated according to whether they were black or white. Outside the customs
building were benches to sit on, labelled ‘blankes’ (whites) and ‘nie-blankes’ (not whites).

A 
SCHOOLMASTER’S
ADVENTURES IN
AFRICA

P A R T  C A P E  T OWN

C A P E  T OWN

East India Company, was the real
beginning of European influence in the
country. The arrival of the British,
much later, added to the development of
this and other parts of South Africa.

Van Reebeck’s statue stands high on a
pedestal, over-looking the harbour of
Cape Town, and high above the city is a
monumental building to Cecil Rhodes who
was Prime Minister of Cape Province
between 1890 to 1896 and incidentally,
the founder of the De Beers company.

Christmas in South Africa occurs in
Summer and we took every advantage of
visiting and enjoying the beaches and being
on holiday. Two memorable visits were to
Groot Constantia, an old Cape Dutch
house and cape point.

Cape Point is not the most southerly
point in Africa but is a dramatic
promontory where the southern Atlantic
sweeps round and meets eventually the
Indian Ocean. It is a most dramatic
geographical landmark with a stunning
seascape. However, the most iconic
landmark, here in the Cape, is Table
Mountain.
 
After a most relaxing week we were
faced with the journey back to Malawi,
which would include an overnight stop in
Pretoria on New Year’s Eve. For that
special occasion our friends gave us a
bottle of Champagne. Much of that later.

This was an entirely different country
to Malawi or even Southern Rhodesia.
Never-the-less this was a wealthy part of
Africa, blessed with mineral, agricultural
and a diversity of human resources.
There was also a human connection to
surrounding countries, Malawi included.
Many Malawian men worked in the mines
in South Africa and sent their wages home
to their families. A not unfamiliar story
today in many parts of the world.
 
Having already travelled for one day our
onward journey to Cape Town was to take
a further two but with the advantage of
clear, straight roads built with tarmac.
 
We made another overnight stop south
of Johannesburg and passed through
Kimberley to see the ‘Big Hole’ which has
a perimeter of a mile and a depth over
800ft. Twenty five million tons of soil
were excavated by hand to produce
approximately three tons of diamonds. The
mine, owned by De Beers, was opened in
1871 and closed in 1914. We journeyed
on toward Beaufort West and the famous
Karoo National Park. We were too early to
witness the beautiful blossoming of
flowers in the desert here but still it had its
impact as we motored on towards Paarl in
Cape Province.

Eventually we arrived in Cape Town and
could recover after our long trip. There
was much to see and do in this
extraordinary city. The arrival of Jan Van
Reebeck in 1652, who established a
stopping-off station for ships of the Dutch 
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Two abiding memories remain with me. One involved an encounter with a Malawian
who whilst my car was being checked over at a garage, before our return, noticed the
MW sticker on my rear car window. He asked if I was from Malawi and when assured
that I was told me that ‘this country is bad!’ I didn’t discuss this with him but he needed
to tell me. For those who have lived through the years which saw the release of Nelson
Mandela and the birth of the Republic of South Africa, those words by the Malawian,
have a poignant and telling resonance for me.

The other memory involved a more happy event involving retail therapy. My wife,
Joyce, wanted some curtains for our new home. The bungalow had louvred windows in
the dining/sitting room. She found just the item. These were described as sun-filtering
curtains. They were purchased!

We started our journey home and overnighted on New Year’s Eve, in a hotel in Pretoria.
At midnight we opened the Champagne. The cork exploded from the bottle and made a
mark on the bedroom ceiling. Mercifully we didn’t lose too much of the precious liquid.  

Eventually we re-entered Malawi on the 3rd January 1967 and were asked at the
customs post if we had anything to declare. We only had the sun-filtering curtains.
What followed, looking down the years, made me feel I would risk a fine for not
declaring anything so trivial as a set of curtains. It took the customs people ages to
determine what duty we should pay. We entered the customs building in daylight. We
left in the dark and were eager to get back to Blantyre. 

We took off in the VW at a rate of knots down the dirt road. We could just about make
out the road ahead but we didn’t see the large muddy patch as we bottomed out after a
downhill run. The car slid from a forward to a broadside path and headed to the edge of
the road. Instinctively I applied the brakes and the car stopped, lights shining out into
the dark night sky.

We had averted disaster by inches, as the sheer drop, just beyond our front wheels,
gaped to swallow us up. Thank goodness for rear-engined VW beetles!

The rest or our journey home was performed with extreme caution. And after such a
wonderful and adventurous holiday we were happy to get home…..alive!!

Alan Leech

A store that sells new husbands has opened in New York City, where a woman may go to choose
a husband. Among the instructions at the entrance is a description of how the store operates:-

You may visit this store ONLY ONCE! There are six floors and different products are offered as
the shopper ascends the flights. The shopper may choose any item from a particular floor or may
choose to go up to the next floor, but you cannot go back down except to exit the building.

So, a woman goes to the Husband Store to find a husband. On the first floor the sign on the 
door reads:-

Floor 1 - These men have good jobs She is intrigued but continues to the second floor, where the
sign reads:-

Floor 2 – These men have good jobs and are attractive. “That’s nice,” she thinks, “but I want
more.” So she continues upward. The third floor sign reads:- 

Floor 3 – These men have good jobs and are attractive and love kids. “Wow,” she thinks, but
feels compelled to keep going. She goes to the fourth floor and the sign reads:-

Floor 4 – These men have good jobs and are attractive and love kids and help with the
housework. “Oh, mercy me!” she exclaims, “I can hardly stand it!” Still, she goes to the fifth floor
and the sign reads:- 

Floor 5 – These men have good jobs and are 
attractive and love kids. They help with the 
housework and have a strong romantic streak. 
She is so tempted to stay, but she goes to the 
sixth floor where the sign reads:-

Floor 6 – You are visitor 31,456,012 to visit this 
floor. There are no men on this floor. This floor 
exists solely as proof that women are impossible to 
please. Thank you for shopping at the Husband Store. 

PLEASE NOTE;
To avoid gender bias charges, the store’s owner 
opened a New Wives store just across the road.
The first floor has wives that were attractive and 
well proportioned.
The second floor has wives that were attractive, 
well proportioned and love sex.
The third, fourth, fifth and sixth floor have never 
been visited!!
 

STORESTORE
HUSBAND
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Will and I saw the first jay, fleetingly, in late June. It was sitting briefly on a post, next to our
raspberries, before it flew off hurriedly towards Clements Gate. We didn’t expect to see it again
as jays are quite shy birds by nature. They can be difficult to spot, despite being quite colourful
birds, as they prefer to live in dense woodland and cover. However, when they are in flight they
are easy to recognize with their pale pink plumage, black tail and white rump. They are even
more striking if seen sitting in a tree, with a pale crown to the top of the head, black facial
streaks and bill. The wings are black and white, with a distinctive panel of electric blue that
makes them really stand out. We had both at different times seen a jay, but only rarely. 

Jays belong to the crow family and as mentioned before they prefer to live in the dense cover
of woodland where they breed in the spring, both parents feeding the young. In early July we
saw two jays together sitting in one of our apple trees. They took turns at venturing down to
investigate under the bird table, looking for seeds and shed pieces of peanut from the feeders.
The blackbirds took exception to them, and ticked out loud alarm calls to warn their “teenage”
offspring to keep hidden in the bushes, away from these colourful predators. 

The jays soon flew away, and we didn’t expect to see them again, but better was to come. Early
one morning as we were sitting having an early morning cup of tea, we saw both jays fly down
the garden and land in the apple tree. They seemed to be interacting with another bird that we
couldn’t see very well. I picked up my binoculars, and had a look. To my amazement, it was
another jay. The two birds we had spotted earlier flew off across the field, leaving the other
one alone in the tree. I studied it closely, and it had a slightly fluffy head, and it’s colouring was
quite dull compared to the first two. It looked to me like a young jay. 

We kept our eyes open over the next few days, especially in the early morning, and were
rewarded with further sightings of this young jay. It seemed quite unconcerned about us as it
hopped about under the feeders looking for food. Not only did it have a slightly fluffy head, but
also a couple of small downy patches on the tops of its legs. I was surprised by these unusual
sightings, so I did a little research. I discovered that before 1990, jays rarely visited gardens.
This is thought to be because over the last 30 years there has been regular shortages of acorns.
Jays love acorns, and studies have shown that one jay can hoard and retrieve several thousand
acorns during the winter. The scientists involved in the study reported that this type of
behaviour is a characteristic of high intelligence. It means they
 anticipate different situations, and plan for the future. It is thought 
that jays had a part to play in the growth and spread of oak forests 
in the years following the last ice age.
 

COUNTRY
MATTERS

by Liz
Jarrom

Jays- most unexpected and colourful visitors

As the weather became warmer, the jays didn’t need all the acorns that they had buried, so
lots of them grew eventually into mighty oaks. So, coming back to the present time, once the
jays realized that their favourite food was getting scarce, they started to look for a substitute.

That was when the jays become more common in gardens, as they spotted another food
source, namely, nuts and seeds in feeders. The single juvenile jay visited the feeder outside
the kitchen a few times, and tucked into the peanuts with gusto. Then, it disappeared, and we
thought that would be the final sighting, but there was one final sighting. 

Just after breakfast one morning, we saw 2 jays sitting on posts in the vegetable garden. They
flew a bit closer, but seemed wary when they saw us sitting in the conservatory. They stayed
long enough for me to find my binoculars, and I managed a quick look at them both. It would
seem that there was not one juvenile jay, but two. They became nervous, and flew away, and
that was the last time we saw them. We assume that they went back to the dense cover
between us and Clements Gate, to dine on whatever they can find there and carry on their
secretive lives.
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23-25 Borough Street, Castle Donington, 
Derby, Derbyshire, DE74 2LA

Telephone: 01332 811333
Fax: 01332 850070
Email: ask@marbleproperty.co.uk
Web: www.marbleproperty.co.uk

We Specialise in 
Selling & Letting 

Homes Where 
You Are...

KITCHENS   BATHROOMS   BEDROOMS   TILES

4 MAIN STREET LONG EATON NOTTINGHAM
NG10 1GR TEL: 0115 9721849

WWW.RAMSEYSONLINE.CO.UK     INFO@RAMSEYSONLINE.CO.UK

GERMAN KITCHEN 
SPECIALISTS SINCE 1971

It's not just the exquisite design, or the sheer beauty... with a Ramsey's kitchen you get superb
functionality, intelligent fittings, advanced storage solutions and a huge range of accessories.

Visit our 6000 sq ft showroom and  experience the difference.
Call us for advice or to arrange a home visit.

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
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Using the Latest Pure Water Pole Fed Cleaning Systems
Windows, Conservatories, Solar Panels, Soffits,

Fascias, Gutter emptying & cleaning.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Now serving all Soar Valley Areas – no building too small or too big!
Especially suitable for hard to reach areas and restricted access a speciality.

Call today for your free no obligation quote

01509 503389 or
0744 356 2275

www.jds-cleaning.co.uk
“We reach where you can't!”

JDS Window and uPVC cleaning

TOTAL BEAUTY
CHERIE  SISSON

07976 758632

9 Grimesgate ,  

Diseworth ,  

DE74 2QD

 

Offering ladies a tranquil

experience to relax and unwind .

Easy parking

 

TREATMENTS
Massage

Dermalogical Facials

Waxing

Hopi  Ear Candles

Eyebrow Shaping

Lash Extensions

Bio Sculpture Gel

Manicures

 

GIFT  VOUCHERS  NOW  AVAILABLE

Isobel's Grandma offers her services for
babysitting, ironing, sewing & mending

at reasonable rates. 
Call Carol on: 

01332 864910 (Melbourne)

BABYSITTING, IRONING, SEWING
AT YOUR
SERVICE

THE GREEN 

VILLAGE FARM

POTATOES Large & small bags
EGGS

Phone 01332 810858

DRY CLEANING SERVICE
Door to door service now offered by

SCORCHERS- your local ironing service
Phone Julie on: 

01332 853457 or 07973 354695

IRONING
Pick up and delivery to Diseworth & the

surrounding area.
Phone Julie at SCORCHERS on:
01332 853457 or 07973 354695

ADVERTISE
HERE!

dialogueadvertising@gmail.com
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The Royal Oak,
26 The Green, Long Whatton, Leicestershire.

www.theroyaloaklongwhatton.co.uk
01509 843694

 

Open for lunch 
Monday – Saturday 12.00 – 2.30 & 

Sunday 12.00 – 4.00

Early Doors menu 
Monday – Friday 5.30 – 6.30

A la carte menu 
Monday – Saturday 6.30 – 9.00

Please call to book a table 

or a room for visiting family

01509 843694

Made Your Will Yet?
Your Will in the Privacy and
Comfort of your Own Home

£49.95 VAT (£59.94)

Phone Today for a FREE INFO PACK

0115 871 2755
24 hours / 7 days a week  -  Power of Attorney  -  Will Storage
Inheritance Tax Wills  -  Children’s Trusts  -  Funeral Plans

Home Protection Trust

Tim & Ann Pentz
Preparing wills for over 13 years in this area

JOHN SMITH (MELBOURNE) LTD
Approved Coal & Smokeless Fuel Merchants

We supply a range of  fuels for all types of appliances 
also  Logs, Kindling and Coal Bunkers

Prompt deliveries at competitive prices

Pre-packed sales from our yard at 
Bog Lane

The Common
Melbourne

Derbys
Telephone 01332 862744
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James E Fletcher
Fine Furniture
Quality Joinery

Orchard Workshop 
18 Clements Gate

Diseworth
Telephone Derby 850882  Evenings 811143

Kitchens, Bedrooms, English Oak & Mahogany Furniture
made to order.

Coffee Mornings
AT THE HERITAGE CENTRE ARE POSTPONED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Long Whatton
V I L L A G E  S T O R E

W E L C O M E S
D I S E W O R T H  R E S I D E N T S

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU VERY SOON
LINDSAY, JANE, JESS, ARRAN

EGGS, MILK, BREAD, CAKES, BISCUITS, CEREALS.  

CANNED FISH, FRUIT, VEGETABLES.

FROZEN FOOD, YOGHURTS, CREAM, SELECTION OF
CHEESES.

FRESH FRUIT, SALADS, VEGETABLES

WIDE SELECTION OF WINES, BEERS, LAGER AND CIDER.

SPECIALITY TEA, GROUND COFFEE, AND COFFEE BEANS.

BRAMBLE JAMS, PRESERVES, PICKLES, CHUTNEY AND
LOCAL HONEY

CHOCOLATE, SWEETS, BOXES OF CHOCOLATES.

Opening Times
Monday to Saturday: 6am – 6pm

 Sunday: 6am – 2pm

Free delivery on all purchases, £10 and over

Your local neighbouring Village Store, under new
management, is now fully stocked with all your 
everyday needs and requirements at competitive prices:

Village Stores is looking to deliver newspapers and
magazines to Diseworth should the demand merit it. 

Dry Cleaning facilities will shortly be available.
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Local 
Self Storage
Open 7am to 8pm 

~ Every Day ~

1 Mile From Diseworth

www.wagtailstorage.co.uk
Tel: 01530 222179

Available at

and

Red Lion & AnchorKegworth

Royal OakLong Whatton
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IS YOUR CHIMNEY CLEAN AND SAFE? 
ARE YOU INSURED? 

    SOLUTIONS 
     Chimney sweep 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED 
FOR A PROFESSIONAL &  RELIABLE  SERVICE 

CERTIFICATE OF SWEEPING ISSUED FOR HOUSE INSURANCE 

 
CALL RICHARD NOW ON 07812 024973 
 OR 01509 852919 to book a sweep 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  
EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK          
WWW.SOLUTIONSCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 
 
 
   
 
          

 

Love your feet...... I do
  
                                           

Gill Burrage DPodM - Visiting Podiatrist 

Registered with the Health & Care Professions Council and 
Member of The Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists

To arrange an appointment please contact me by email 
gillburragepodiatry@hotmail.com  or phone 07484856263

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLUTIONS 
PEST CONTROL 

FULLY CERTIFIED & INSURED – PROMPT, RELIABLE 
AND SAME DAY CALL OUT 

 

ALL DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL  
&  AGRICULTURAL PESTS  

PREVENTED AND TREATED 
 

CALL RICHARD NOW ON 
07812 024973 OR 01509 852919 

 
BROOK FURLONG FARM, COSTOCK ROAD,  

EAST LEAKE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEIC’S LE12 6LY 
E: INFO@SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK          

WWW.SOLUTIONSPESTCONTROL.CO.UK 

 
 

  

MMaannoorr  OOrrggaanniicc  FFaarrmm  SShhoopp 

Your local farm shop providing the very best in local, organic 
food that you know you can trust. 

Organic Longhorn beef and organic pedigree lamb from here on 
the farm keeping food miles to a minimum.   

Carefully selected organic free range chicken and pork as well as 
our own recipe sausages and burgers made naturally and free from 

additives and preservatives. 
On site organic bakery producing the very best in sweet & 

savoury treats freshly every day the shop is open. 
OOuurr  sshhoopp  iiss  ooppeenn  eevveerryy  wweeeekk;;  
WWeeddnneessddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1177..3300  

  TThhuurrssddaayy  &&  FFrriiddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1188..0000  
SSaattuurrddaayy  0099..0000  ––  1166..3300  

Manor Organic Farm, Main Street.  LE12 5DF 
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Paul Gretton
Interior and Exterior Decorator

Domestic and Commercial

Quality 
Time Served Decorator with 

30 years experience

For a Free Estimate 
Phone 01332 810974

Mobile 07879 818599

27 The Green,    Diseworth

Ballet classes at 
Lockington and 

Diseworth Village Halls

Baby beginners and children’s 
ballet classes are held at 
Lockington Village Hall every 
Saturday.
Classes up to Grade 6/Senior 
Certificate. Beginners welcomed. 
Pointe work included at senior level.  Small classes 
to develop confidence and enjoyment through dance 
and story telling styled movements. 

Adult beginners and up to elementary level 
Wednesdays Diseworth Village Hall
7pm -8pm  Elementary
8pm -8.45pm Beginners/refreshers

Please contact for class starting dates each term.

Website: Claudette Caven Dance.
Claudette Caven, AISTD, Advanced Cecchetti 
Ballet, Modern & Advanced Character.
01509 672702  - email
claudettecavenhenrys@hotmail.co.uk

Wired Wright
All your 

Electrical Installation
And Repair needs

By Time Served 
Electrician

Mobile:07753 696430
Evenings: 01509 674977 

Email: martin@wiredwright.co.uk

Covering Castle Donington,
Diseworth, Long Whatton, Kegworth,
Sutton Bonington, Hathern, Belton,

Loughborough, Shepshed and
surrounding areas

Kiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels

Tel: 01455 697517
01788 833561
sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk

www.cosyfirelogs.co.uk

KILN DRIED LOGS FOR SALEKiln Dried Logs for Sale

For enquiries contact Swift Solid Fuels
e: sales@swiftsolidfuels.co.uk • Tel: 01455 697517 or  01788 833561
www.swiftsolidfuels.co.uk or www.cosyfi relogs.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL • SMOKELESS FUEL • KINDLING ETC.

OUR 1m3

CRATE = 2 
BUILDER’S 

BAGS

TRADITIONAL HOUSE COAL
SMOKELESS FUEL•KINDLING ETC

CCTV Systems
Installed
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Web design - from £750
e-Commerce sites - from £1200

Hosting - £15 a month
Domains - from £15

SEO - from £300 a month *

* all prices are subject to VAT

P A G E
 

C O L O U R  M O N O  

F U L L

H A L F

Q U A R T E R  

£ 1 9 5

£ 1 1 0

£ 6 0  

£ 1 2 0

£ 7 0

£ 4 0  

ADVERTISE

I N  T H E  

D I A L O G U E

P R I C E S  F O R  A
Y E A R ’ S

A D V E R T I S I N G :  

OR  CALL

0300  800  2000

 

P LEASE  CONTACT  SHARON

Dia l ogue .adve r t i s i ng243@gma i l .com
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Heating Specialists

 

Plumbers

 

Natural &  LPG Gas Engineers

0800 3345494
07973 538659

enquiries@heatserve-mes.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

24 HOUR CALL OUT

FU L L Y  I N SURED  AND  C I T Y  &  GU I LD S  QUAL I F I ED

 

S IMP L E  BATH  AND  DRY  TO  A  FU L L  GROOM

 

I N T RODUCE  YOUR  PUPPY  TO  THE  GROOM ING

SA LON  ENV I RONMENT  BY  BOOK ING  THEM  I N  FOR

THE I R  F I R S T  BATH  AND  DRY

 

WE  CAN  COL L EC T  AND  RE TURN  YOUR  DOG ( S )  I N

OUR  FU L L Y  I N SURED ,  FU L L Y  EQU I P PED  K9  TAX I

 

WALK I NG ,  DAYCARE  AND  BOARD ING  ARRANGED

@diseworth  

PROFESSIONAL DOG
GROOMING

07392 774040

GLAMOUR
PAWS K9
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Friendship Centre 
Long Whatton

LE12 5DF

DEVELOPING 
ALL ROUND

ATHLETIC FITNESS

Mondays  1830 -1930
Tuesdays  0930 -1030
Thursdays 1830 -1930
Saturdays  0800 - 0900

Led by Olympian and
Coach Julie Dodoo

and GB International
Long jumper
Dan Bramble

FitCamp

FITCAMP IS POSTPONED

DURING UK LOCKDOWN

 
Offering a range of services for all your property needs; 

Loft conversions & Extensions, Kitchens & Bathrooms, Landscaping,  
Decorating, Maintenance & Repairs.  

 
Quality & Value at the heart of everything we do. 

 
Contact us now for your free, no obligation quote. 

 
Tel. 07866553053 

www.goldfinchdevelopments.com 
e-mail: dansnee@goldfinchdevelopments.com 

CERTAS
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 

BI FOLD DOORS
CONSERVATORIES 

UPVC REPAIRS
FOGGY UNITS REPLACED

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS
TEL: 01509 231641 • FAX: 01509 210209

EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK • WEB: WWW.ADYSWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK
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Independent Wine & Spirit Merchants
A selection of wines, spirits and craft beers, many of which are not available locally.

Weekly tasting events so you can try before you buy.
A wine club offering member benefits.

We believe everyone should have access
to amazing wines locally

Honest Approach | Good Wines | Honest Passion

Karl & Debbie
07970 122501 / 01332 811542

19 Borough Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2LA
www.thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk
info@thehonestwinecompanyltd.co.uk

VEHICLE MOTS, MAINTENANCE,
SERVICING & REPAIRS

ALLEN ’S  AUTOCARE  LTD

Unit 4 Bonington Complex

10 Trent Lane 

Castle Donington

Derby

DE74 2PY

MOTS FROM £36 (CLASS 4,5,7)
SERVICING FROM £99

CALL IN TO SEE US OR RING FOR A
COMPETITIVE PRICE: 01332 812922

 TYRES, EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, WELDING, BRAKES, SUSPENSION, 
CLUTCH REPLACEMENT, GEARBOX ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS,

ENGINE MANAGEMENT, FLEET MAINTENANCE, WHEEL ALIGNMENT ,
WHEEL BALANCING & WARRANTY WORK
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Open times 
7.30am - 6.00pm 
Monday to Friday

Teacher led quality day care for children from 12 weeks to 
5 years in a stimulating environment where learning is fun.

• Teacher led pre school for children 3 1/2 - 5 years.
• Holiday clubs for children 4 - 11 years.

01332 862 188
melbourne@scallywagsnursery.com

Castle Lane, Melbourne, Derby DE73 8EJ

01332 705 070
chellaston@scallywagsnursery.com

Rowallan Way, Chellaston, Derby DE73 5WX
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